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Mr. Guerrero was inducted into the Tejano 

Hall of Fame and was honored with Lifetime 
Achievement Awards from the Mexican Cul-
tural Institute representing the Mexican Gov-
ernment, Luis Valdez’s The Teatro Campesino 
and Ricardo Montalban’s Nosotros Organiza-
tion among other prestigious groups. Los An-
geles and his adopted home of Palm Springs, 
California have declared ‘‘Lalo Guerrero Day’’ 
in those cities and proclamations have been 
awarded from numerous other cities and orga-
nizations. 

Mr. Guerrero is an American original. He is 
a son of this Nation, a Nation of diverse peo-
ple, cultures and music. Lalo Guerrero exem-
plifies the richness of our country and the 
hope of all people. His story is a gift to us all. 
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HONORINGDR.HENRYL.COOK,SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this 
President’s Day marks the nineteenth annual 
Black History Observance in Columbus, Geor-
gia, but it also affords us the opportunity to 
recognize Dr. Henry L. Cook, Jr., who has 
chaired the event since 1988. 

For 35 years Dr. Cook has practiced den-
tistry in Columbus. A graduate of Tuskegee 
University and Meharry Medical College, he 
has defined excellence in his field and con-
tinues to serve on the Georgia Board of Den-
tistry, the Georgia Dental Association and the 
Georgia Medicaid Advisory Committee, among 
other boards and organizations. 

Yet beyond his chosen profession, Dr. Cook 
has used his life in service to others and his 
community. A veteran of the United States Air 
Force, he has received countless distin-
guished service awards for his work. He has 
served as Chairman of the Board of the Minor-
ity Assistance Corporation, the Columbus 
Technical College, the Columbus Technical 
Foundation, the Columbus Business Develop-
ment Center and the A.J. McClung YMCA and 
has served on the Muscogee Board of Edu-
cation, the Metro Board of Health and the Co-
lumbus Chamber of Commerce. 

As chairman of the Annual Black History 
Committee, Dr. Cook has cemented the leg-
acy of African Americans into the history of 
Columbus, Georgia. Under his guidance, the 
Annual Black History Observance, which was 
started by the late former Congressman Rich-
ard Ray to improve his relationship with the 
African-American community, has grown into a 
celebration of Black history that pays tribute to 
the individuals, organizations and institutions 
that have made lasting contributions to the 
history of Black Americans. 

Dr. Cook is married to the former Mamie 
Richmond and has three children, Dr. Cathy L. 
Cook, Dr. Henry L. Cook, II and Ms. Rosa 
Zanders. His extraordinary legacy in dentistry 
continues through Cathy and Henry II, who 
continue the family dental practice. 

This Monday, I will have the honor of pre-
senting Dr. Henry L. Cook, Sr. with the Legacy 
Leadership Award and Congressman JOHN 
LEWIS, a true American hero and history 

maker, will be the featured guest speaker. 
However, here in this hallowed hall, I rise on 
behalf of the people of the Second Congres-
sional District and the State of Georgia to 
honor the extraordinary contributions that Dr. 
Cook has made to the African-American com-
munity, the City of Columbus, the State of 
Georgia and our great Country. His service is 
a model for all and we are grateful. 
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OF NEW YORK 
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Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise during this month dedi-
cated to the celebration of African Americans 
who have made great contributions to the 
world, to pay tribute to New York 
Assemblywoman Aurelia Greene. Aurelia is a 
dedicated public servant who has worked tire-
lessly to uplift and empower her constituents. 

A native of the Bronx, Aurelia is a graduate 
of Livingston College at Rutgers University, 
where she majored in community develop-
ment. For the past 24 years she has served 
as Assemblywoman for the 77th Assembly 
District, effectively using her urban planning 
skills to negotiate on behalf of her constituents 
for affordable housing, quality education, em-
ployment opportunities, affordable healthcare, 
senior services, and improved transportation 
and infrastructure. 

As a member of the State Assembly, Aurelia 
is known for her strong work ethic and robust 
legislative agenda. She authored legislation, 
which became law in 2002, prohibiting preda-
tory lending practices in relation to high cost 
home loans. In addition, she was instrumental 
in ensuring the passage of the Apprenticeship 
bill, which provided funds for supplemental 
and related instruction to apprentices reg-
istered by the New York State Department of 
Labor. And in 1994, she was awarded a gold 
helmet by the New York State Head Injury As-
sociation for her bicycle helmet legislation. 

As a result of her competence as a legis-
lator and considerable personal charm, Aurelia 
has been successful in rising through the 
ranks of the New York State Assembly. She 
previously served as Deputy Majority Leader 
and is the first woman to chair the Assembly 
Standing Committee on Banks. In addition, 
she recently became the first African American 
to serve as Speaker Pro Tempore in the State 
Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker, earlier this week we said a 
final goodbye to Mrs. Coretta Scott King, a 
woman of great resolve and patience, who 
helped to change the world. Today we honor 
a woman who stands on her shoulders. Work-
ing tirelessly to change the world in her own 
right, Ms. Greene is the hope and dream of 
countless men and women of African descent 
who silently contributed to the pages of his-
tory. As a result of the efforts of the likes of 
Mrs. King and Rosa Parks, Aurelia’s contribu-
tions to this nation have not gone unnoticed. 

For her unyielding spirit, and willingness to 
serve others, I ask that my colleagues join me 

in paying tribute to Ms. Aurelia Greene and in 
honoring the great women upon whose shoul-
ders she stands. 
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TRIBUTE TO MS. PAULA J. 
MARTIN 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise during this month, dedi-
cated to the celebration of African Americans 
who have made great contributions to the 
world, to pay tribute to Ms. Paula J. Martin, a 
woman who has worked vigorously to ensure 
the less fortunate of her community have the 
necessary skills to succeed in life. 

Paula serves as the Executive Director of 
the Harlem Center for Education (HCE), a 
community based non-profit organization lo-
cated in East Harlem, New York. Among its 
programs, HCE counts two federal TRIO Tal-
ent Search projects and one Educational Op-
portunity Center Project. Paula has been in-
volved in TRIO programs for over 32 years. 

During the 20 years she has served as Ex-
ecutive Director of HCE, the organization has 
grown from an operational budget of $137,000 
to one that is currently over $1,000,000. Her 
unique ability to secure timely grants has al-
lowed the Harlem Center for Education to 
grow and reach more deserving young people 
and adults. 

Like most of the students with whom she 
works, Paula is a first generation college stu-
dent. A graduate of Hunter College High 
School, she went on to receive a bachelor’s 
degree from Syracuse University and a mas-
ter’s degree in developmental psychology from 
Columbia University. This achievement alone 
is worthy of praise; but Paula did not stop 
there. She decided to dedicate her entire pro-
fessional career to empowering individuals 
who shared her life struggles, thus helping to 
ensure that the cycle of poverty is broken. 

Booker T . Washington once said: ‘‘Success 
is to be measured not so much by the position 
that one has reached in life as by the obsta-
cles which he has overcome.’’ Indeed, Paula 
has overcome great obstacles to achieve the 
position that she now holds and would surely 
be considered a great success by Washing-
ton’s standards. However, what impresses me 
the most about this incredible woman is that 
she was not satisfied with achieving success 
for herself. Like Washington, she has worked 
tirelessly to pull others up from the depths of 
despair, providing them with opportunities to 
find success in their own lives. 

Mr. Speaker, this country owes much of its 
greatness to the countless men and women of 
color who silently contributed to the pages of 
history. Today, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in saluting them for their efforts and in 
paying tribute to the great leaders who stand 
upon their shoulders, such as Ms. Paula J. 
Martin. 
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