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competition and innovation and things 
we can do to invest in math and 
science education, and making us more 
competitive and creating jobs with re-
spect to China and India. 

There are so many issues, many of 
which were outlined by the President 
of the United States in the State of the 
Union Address. Yet we are going 
through this stall ball, which is re-
flected now on the PATRIOT Act, 
where we have the PATRIOT Act reau-
thorization being filibustered by the 
Democrats, which started in December 
when we had a filibuster on the reau-
thorization, and the filibuster now on 
the motion to proceed. Now, with that 
continued postponement and filibuster, 
there is no way to complete this reau-
thorization of the PATRIOT Act before 
we go on recess. There is no way to do 
it using the tools of the Senate, using 
the tools of the filibuster. 

And a filibuster I can understand if 
you are shaping the bill or if the out-
come is not absolutely predetermined. 
But the outcome here is absolutely pre-
determined. There will be over-
whelming support in this body for this 
bill. It is important to the safety and 
security of the American people. It 
breaks down barriers between the in-
telligence community and our law en-
forcement community, and it does so 
protecting the civil liberties of Ameri-
cans. 

There is overwhelming support. The 
outcome is determined. Yet we have 
been in a quorum call for most of the 
day, and using the rules of the Senate. 
Again, people say: Well, if it is a fili-
buster, why aren’t people talking all 
the time? With the rules of the Senate, 
you do not have to be talking, but you 
control the Senate in terms of time. 
With that, we are able to file cloture 
motions, and then you wait another 30 
hours, and it is a series of cloture mo-
tions, which stretches the time out, 
again, really wasting precious time on 
the floor of the Senate when we should 
be governing, answering, responding to 
the problems of everyday Americans, 
the challenges of everyday Americans. 

Looking at what we have gone 
through recently, for example, the pen-
sions bill, we passed the pensions bill 
on November 16, 2005, with a vote of 97 
to 2, overwhelming support. I asked the 
Democrats to appoint conferees on De-
cember 15 of last year. I asked them to 
appoint conferees again, renewing that 
request on February 1. I have been in 
continued conversation and discussions 
with the Democratic leadership. Again: 
Not yet, postponement. We know the 
issues pertaining to the pensions bill. 
We can’t respond until we can get to 
conference. The House is ready with 
conferees, but we can’t go to con-
ference until we appoint conferees. Yet 
once again, those names are not given. 

I have been in discussion with the 
Democratic leader. I understand we 
will be able to appoint conferees in the 

next 24 hours or so. But it is the pat-
tern of postponement, delay, obstruc-
tion, and stopping the Nation’s busi-
ness that disturbs me. 

The asbestos bill, I said long ago that 
we would spend this period on asbestos. 
We were forced by the other side of the 
aisle to file cloture on the motion to 
proceed just to get on that bill, a bill 
that does address victims who are suf-
fering from asbestos-related disease 
and who are not being compensated 
fairly. We voted in favor of cloture 98 
to 1. Then we had delayed consider-
ation of the bill by 3 days by forcing 
cloture, and then we had insistence on 
a day of debate only—again, postpone-
ment. 

The Alito nomination ended up being 
successful; the advice and consent was 
carried out. But once again, there was 
a week delay beyond which we had 
worked out a time line before we could 
bring the Alito nomination to the 
floor. 

Earlier this week and over the last 
couple of weeks, we have had to deal 
with the tax reconciliation bill to go to 
conference. The Democrats forced the 
Senate to consider the bill three sepa-
rate times just to get to conference. We 
had 20 hours of debate the first time, 
with 17 rollcall votes, and then we had 
another 20-hour limitation, with 7 
more rollcall votes. Then we had a se-
ries of votes yesterday morning on mo-
tions to instruct before we get to con-
ference. All of that didn’t change the 
bill at all. These are nonbinding mo-
tions to instruct—but again, another 
manifestation of stalling, postponing, 
delaying. 

It is frustrating because whether it is 
the tax relief bill or the Alito nomina-
tion or the asbestos bill or the pensions 
bill or, now, the PATRIOT Act, it is a 
pattern that, if we are going to be 
working together in the Nation’s inter-
est, we cannot continue over the course 
of the year; otherwise, we will not get 
anything done when we do have chal-
lenging problems with health care 
costs too high, things that we can do 
on education in terms of math and 
science, making our country and our 
students more competitive in the fu-
ture, addressing issues surrounding 
funding our military. 

So with that, I plead to my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
work together to make progress. Let’s 
be doing what we are supposed to be 
doing and that is governing in the Na-
tion’s interest. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the cloture vote on the pend-
ing motion to proceed occur at 10:30 
a.m. tomorrow with the mandatory 
quorum waived; provided further that 
if cloture is invoked, notwithstanding 
rule XXII, the Senate proceed imme-
diately to the bill; I further ask con-
sent that if a cloture motion is filed on 
the bill during Thursday’s session, then 
that cloture vote occur at 2:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, February 28; provided further 
that if cloture is invoked on the bill, 
then at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, March 1, 
the bill be read a third time and the 
Senate proceed to a vote on the bill 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that there now be a 
period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ENERGY 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I will 

spend a few minutes talking about en-
ergy. 

There was a letter to the editor in 
the Wall Street Journal, I believe, this 
morning or yesterday morning, re-
sponding to an editorial where I had 
given a response to an editorial. The 
writer to the Wall Street Journal was 
taking me to task for saying there is 
not a ‘‘free market’’ in energy or in oil. 
My point was there is no free market 
in oil. He said he doesn’t know what I 
have been drinking or where I got these 
thoughts. He said there is a free mar-
ket in oil. 

Let me describe all of this in the con-
text of President Bush’s State of the 
Union Address in which he suggested 
that we are ‘‘addicted’’ to oil and we 
need to move toward greater independ-
ence with respect to oil, especially 
coming from off our shores. 

First, on the subject of a free mar-
ket, there is no free market in oil. A 
substantial portion of oil comes from 
halfway around the world, under the 
sand in the Middle East, in Saudi Ara-
bia, Kuwait, Iraq, and Iran. A substan-
tial part of the world supply of oil 
comes from that region. And those 
OPEC ministers, having formed a car-
tel, sit around a room and decide how 
much they are going to pump and at 
what price. That is a cartel. Cartels are 
the antithesis of the free market sys-
tem. Yet the OPEC countries have this 
cartel, produce a great amount of oil, 
and they decide how they are going to 
manipulate price and supply. That is 
No. 1. 

No. 2, you have the large oil compa-
nies, bigger and much stronger because 
of the blockbuster mergers in recent 
decades, especially in the last one. 
These oil companies used to be one 
company, and now they are a company 
with several names, such as 
ExxonMobil. That used to be Exxon, 
and that used to be Mobil. They de-
cided to fall in love and get married, 
and now it is ExxonMobil. Last year, 
ExxonMobil made $36.1 billion—the 
highest profit ever recorded in cor-
porate America. ExxonMobil. 
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