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known. Extending these limited bene-
fits by 13 weeks, just as we did for the 
families left jobless after the events of 
September 11, is the least we can do to 
allow these displaced families some 
measure of security as they look for 
work while facing mounting expenses 
and countless other challenges in re-
building their lives and their commu-
nities. 

In the current amendment, we added 
language in section 2(a)(2) clarifying 
what we understand to be the current 
law regulating the DUA program—that 
an individual is not eligible to collect 
DUA at any given time if the indi-
vidual is, at the same time, eligible to 
receive any other unemployment bene-
fits available under Federal or State 
law. Individuals whose regular unem-
ployment benefits expire may then be 
eligible to receive DUA if no other Fed-
eral or State jobless benefits are avail-
able. However, under no circumstances 
can they collect more than the 39 
weeks in total benefits. This provision 
is consistent with current DUA law as 
applied by the U.S. Department of 
Labor. We are simply extending the 
benefit period from 26 weeks under cur-
rent law to 39 weeks. 

Two, the second provision in the bill 
would allow communities to be reim-
bursed for buying certain supplies in 
bulk—such as linens, cots, or 
toiletries—and giving them out to indi-
vidual victims of either Hurricane 
Katrina or Hurricane Rita. 

Third, the bill expresses the sense of 
Congress that international students 
should not be deported solely due to 
their inability to fulfill the terms of 
their visas as a result of a national dis-
aster such as Katrina. 

Fourth and finally, the legislation re-
quires that the Secretary of Homeland 
Security must establish new inspection 
guidelines saying that inspectors who 
determine eligibility for FEMA assist-
ance may not enter into contracts with 
those for whom they perform inspec-
tions. 

This bill does not make all of the 
changes to disaster assistance pro-
grams that I would have liked. But 
that is the nature of compromise. In 
my opinion, the Disaster Unemploy-
ment Assistance program, in par-
ticular, needs further strengthening. I 
hope there may be an opportunity in 
the future to consider further improve-
ments. But I am very pleased that we 
have been able to make very meaning-
ful improvements that will help fami-
lies weather this terrible storm. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to, the bill, 
as amended, be read the third time and 
passed, the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2890) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Katrina 
Emergency Assistance Act of 2005’’. 
SEC. 2. UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 
410 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5177), in providing assistance under that sec-
tion to individuals unemployed as a result of 
Hurricane Katrina— 

(1) the President shall accept applications 
for assistance during— 

(A) the 90-day period beginning on the date 
on which the applicable major disaster was 
declared; or 

(B) such longer period as may be estab-
lished by the President; and 

(2) subject to subsection (b), the President 
shall provide assistance to any unemployed 
individual, to the extent the individual is 
not entitled to unemployment compensation 
under any Federal or State law, until that 
individual is reemployed in a suitable posi-
tion. 

(b) LIMITATION FOR PERIOD OF ASSIST-
ANCE.—The total amount of assistance pay-
able to an individual under subsection (a) 
may not exceed payments based on a 39-week 
period of unemployment. 
SEC. 3. REIMBURSEMENT FOR PURCHASES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DISASTER PERIOD.—The term ‘‘disaster 

period’’ means, with respect to any State 
that includes an area for which a major dis-
aster has been declared in accordance with 
section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170) as a result of Hurricane Katrina 
or Hurricane Rita, the period beginning on 
the earliest date on which any area of the 
State was so declared and ending on the lat-
est date for which any such declaration of an 
area of the State terminates. 

(2) KATRINA OR RITA SURVIVOR.—The term 
‘‘Katrina or Rita Survivor’’ means an indi-
vidual who— 

(A) resides in an area for which a major 
disaster has been declared in accordance 
with 401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170) as a result of Hurricane Katrina 
or Hurricane Rita; or 

(B) resided in an area described in subpara-
graph (A) during the 7 days immediately pre-
ceding the date of declaration of a major dis-
aster described in subparagraph (A). 

(3) MAJOR DISASTER.—The term ‘‘major dis-
aster’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5122). 

(b) REIMBURSEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the President may re-
imburse a community for each purchase of 
supplies (such as food, personal hygiene 
products, linens, and clothing) distributed to 
Katrina or Rita Survivors. 

(2) ELIGIBLE PURCHASES.—Reimbursement 
under paragraph (1) shall be available only 
with respect to supplies that— 

(A) are purchased with taxpayer dollars; 
and 

(B) would otherwise be eligible for reim-
bursement if purchased by a Katrina or Rita 
Survivor. 

(c) PERIOD OF APPLICABILITY.—This section 
and the authority provided by this section 
apply only to a community assisting Katrina 

or Rita Survivors from a State during the 
disaster period of the State. 
SEC. 4. INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS DISPLACED 

BY KATRINA. 
It is the sense of Congress that the Bureau 

of Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
within the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity should suspend or refrain from initi-
ating removal proceedings for international 
students and scholars who are deportable 
solely due to their inability to fulfill the 
terms of their visas as a result of a national 
disaster, such as Hurricane Katrina. 
SEC. 5. CONTRACTING AUTHORITY. 

Not later than 90 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Home-
land Security, acting through the Under Sec-
retary for Emergency Preparedness, shall 
propose new inspection guidelines that pro-
hibit an inspector from entering into a con-
tract with any individual or entity for whom 
the inspector performs an inspection for pur-
poses of determining eligibility for assist-
ance from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. 

The bill (S. 1777), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 16, 2006 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, February 16. I further ask 
that following the prayer and the 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed to 
have expired, the Journal of the pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved, and the 
Senate then begin a period of morning 
business for up to 30 minutes, with the 
first 15 minutes under the control of 
the Democratic leader or his designee, 
and the second 15 minutes under the 
control of the majority leader or his 
designee; provided further, that fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate 
resume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 2271, as under the pre-
vious order. I further ask that the time 
until the cloture vote at 10:30 a.m. be 
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if the 
majority leader will withhold com-
pleting business for a moment, I wish 
to have a few minutes to respond. 

Mr. FRIST. Let me finish my com-
ments before we close. 

Mr. DURBIN. Of course. 
f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, tomor-
row—to explain what we did—following 
morning business, the Senate will re-
sume debate on the motion to proceed 
to the PATRIOT Act amendments act. 
The cloture vote on that motion to 
proceed will occur at 10:30 in the morn-
ing. Under the agreement, once cloture 
has been invoked on the motion to pro-
ceed, we will proceed immediately to 
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