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Billion in First Half of 2005 Lobbying 
Congress; Photograph Shows Abramoff 
with Bush in May 2001; Iran Restarts 
Uranium Program.’’ 

Scott, if you are listening, the Amer-
ican people are ready and waiting. As 
they say in the news industry, good 
night and good luck. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF VIRGINIA 
HAMMERSCHMIDT 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a member of 
our congressional family, Mrs. Virginia 
Hammerschmidt, the wife of former 
Congressman John Paul Hammer-
schmidt. Virginia and John Paul were 
married for almost 58 years before she 
passed away over the holiday recess. 

Any of us who have had the honor of 
serving in this House know that the 
full support, encouragement and guid-
ance of a loving spouse makes our job 
so much easier. John Paul served in 
this institution for 26 years. I am sure 
that he would be the first to tell you 
that he could not have done it without 
Ginny by his side. 

Many of John Paul’s former col-
leagues are still serving in the House 
today, and they remember Ginny with 
fondness. Gracious, dignified, sincere, 
these are some of the words people 
have used to describe her. I had the 
privilege of being in her company on 
numerous occasions and can personally 
attest to what a warm, caring person 
she was. She will be missed by many. 
She touched the lives of so many in Ar-
kansas and here in these halls. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
keep John Paul, his son, John Arthur, 
and the rest of the Hammerschmidt 
family in their thoughts and prayers. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG DEBACLE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the 
Miami Herald got it right when it de-
scribed the Republican Medicare pre-
scription drug plan as an ‘‘unmitigated 
disaster.’’ 

For years, American seniors have 
been looking for help in paying for 
their prescription drugs. Republicans 
chose to pass a confusing law that 
forces seniors to go outside of their 
trusted Medicare to receive drug cov-
erage from one of many private insur-
ance plans. We have all heard stories of 
seniors leaving pharmacies without 
their drugs after being told their name 
could not be found in the system. Talk 
about incompetence. 

But then again, this prescription 
drug plan is another sorry example of 

how congressional Republicans have 
turned this House over to the special 
interests. Republicans chose to help 
the pharmaceutical and insurance com-
panies rather than help the seniors who 
desperately need assistance with sky-
rocketing drug prices. 

Democrats have a plan to take this 
House back from the special interests 
so we do not have another prescription 
drug debacle in the future. 

f 

RAISING AWARENESS TO COMBAT 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
in Cannon Caucus, I hosted an event 
for diplomats based in D.C. to watch 
portions of a film entitled ‘‘Human 
Trafficking.’’ 

We had 97 countries, over 160 dip-
lomats, many ambassadors there. They 
were very interested to learn what 
other countries are doing, the coopera-
tion and partnership between nations 
and leaders around the world to com-
bat trafficking in persons. They are 
very interested in increased training 
for their staff, particularly consular 
staff, and the many NGOs and their re-
sources that are available. 

I want to thank the governmental 
leaders, the law enforcement personnel, 
NGOs, business people, and ordinary 
citizens around the world who are help-
ing combat this horrible exploitation 
and violence against women and chil-
dren. 

I look forward to talking with them 
again about creative ways to stop traf-
ficking, not just through stronger leg-
islation and prosecution of traffickers 
but through other means, particularly 
providing assistance to victims, their 
families, addressing corruption, inter-
dicting assets. 

I commend to my colleagues this 
film, ‘‘Human Trafficking.’’ It will be 
shown on TV on April 22 to educate 
yourself on this issue. 

f 

DISTURBING REVELATIONS ON 
YUCCA MOUNTAIN 

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, a news-
paper article headline states, ‘‘Yucca 
In need of Repair After 9 Years.’’ It 
says that Yucca Mountain research fa-
cilities, from ground support to rail-
road tracks, need repairs after just 9 
years of use. 

Now this is the same Yucca Moun-
tain that the Energy Department is 
proposing to put hundreds of thousands 
of tons of toxic radioactive nuclear 
waste for hundreds of thousands of 
years. 

Just this past week Energy Secretary 
Bodman said, ‘‘There are problems 
with the U.S. Geological Survey work 
that was done,’’ and we now know that 
the work was fudged and they made up 
the data. ‘‘There are problems with the 
EPA standards,’’ and we know they are 
short by 290,000 years. ‘‘And there are 
problems with the efforts of the De-
partment of Energy.’’ 

What did the Department of Energy 
just say: They can no longer estimate 
how long it will take to ready Yucca 
Mountain to accept nuclear waste or 
how much it will cost. 

The latest estimate is $308 billion, 
and now the Energy Department says 
that might not be right. It is time that 
we stop this boondoggle, end this 
project and let us figure out a sane and 
sensible way of dealing with nuclear 
energy in this country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KENNESAW 
STATE LADY OWLS 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Kennesaw State 
University women’s cross country 
team on winning the 2005 Atlantic Sun 
Conference championship. 

The Lady Owls exhibited dedication, 
teamwork and perseverance all season 
long, and it paid off. I congratulate 
head coach Stan Sims and the whole 
team on their accomplishments. 

The Lady Owls were the only team to 
have all competitors finish in the top 
20. In fact, Patrina Haines finished sec-
ond in the field, and her teammate 
Erin Sutton, whose grandfather, Jack 
Sutton, works in my district office, 
was named Atlantic Sun Conference’s 
Freshman of the Year and earned a 
spot on the all-conference team. 

Winning a conference championship 
is quite an achievement, but this vic-
tory is even more inspiring when you 
consider it was the Lady Owls’ first 
year participating in Division I sports. 
If this season is any indication, we can 
expect many more winning seasons for 
the Kennesaw State University team. 

Mr. Speaker, these athletes have 
brought much pride to Kennesaw State 
University and the entire Kennesaw 
community. I ask that you join me in 
celebrating their accomplishment. 

f 

CUTS AT NATIONAL RENEWABLE 
ENERGY LABORATORY WRONG 
POLICY 

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, here is an-
other chapter in the competitiveness 
saga. A couple weeks ago in the Presi-
dent Bush’s State of the Union address 
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he stated, ‘‘So tonight, I announce the 
Advanced Energy Initiative, a 22 per-
cent increase in clean-energy research 
at the Department of Energy to push 
for breakthroughs.’’ 

This was followed a week later by an 
announcement from the National Re-
newable Energy Laboratory in Colo-
rado of cuts in outside contracts, cuts 
in operating expenses, and the laying 
off of 35 staff, including eight research-
ers, one in photovoltaics and seven in 
biomass and hydrogen. 

The words and the actions simply do 
not match. The researchers will leave 
the lab, affecting our economy and 
distancing us further from solutions in 
energy technologies. We will lose their 
knowledge and their creativity. 

There is a lot of talk about lost com-
petitiveness, outsourcing of jobs, and 
lost opportunities in the alternative 
energy market. We could lead the 
world in energy technologies if we in-
vest in alternative energies. 

Mr. Speaker, which is it: Are we 
pushing for breakthroughs or are we 
cutting research? 

f 

b 1015 

SBA KATRINA LOAN FUNDING 

(Ms. BEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BEAN. Mr. Speaker, more than 5 
months after Hurricane Katrina rav-
aged New Orleans and the gulf coast, 
many small business owners are still 
struggling with no relief in sight. Busi-
nesses are strained from a lack of cus-
tomers, employees, infrastructure, 
electricity, and most particularly the 
access to capital that they need to get 
back to business. With no other funds 
available, many small business owners 
turn to the SBA for assistance. The 
Small Business Administration is pre-
pared to help entrepreneurs through its 
disaster loan programs. 

Yet today, real criticisms continue 
to surround the SBA over the agency’s 
failure to provide adequate assistance 
to the gulf coast’s businesses. Since the 
devastation from Hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita and Wilma, the SBA has declined 
approximately 80 percent of all disaster 
loans, with a backlog of over 200,000 
pending applications. On January 30, 
the SBA released a statement that ap-
proximately 51,000 applicants have been 
approved for financial assistance from 
the agency; but with over 312,000 total 
applicants, this is a dismal ratio be-
tween those businesses and individuals 
who are getting loans and those who 
are left waiting. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Small Business and because of my 
own experience as a small business 
owner, I am well aware of the stimula-
tive effect that small to medium-size 
firms can have on our regional econo-
mies. In the gulf region it couldn’t be 

more critical to ensure small business 
owners reopen their doors to provide 
essential services and jobs that allow 
families to get back on their feet. 

We can do better. I ask my colleagues 
to help me in this effort. 

f 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH/WOMEN 
& HEART ACT 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I remind 
my colleagues that February is Amer-
ican Heart Month. Throughout this 
month, we recognize the millions of 
Americans struggling with heart dis-
ease and recommit ourselves to helping 
them. And we acknowledge the efforts 
of organizations like the American 
Heart Association, which help all of us 
prevent and treat heart disease. 

What is not well enough known is 
that heart disease, stroke, and other 
cardiovascular diseases are the number 
one killer of women in the United 
States. Each year, 480,000 women die 
from heart disease. That is one every 
minute. 

In addition to experiencing classic 
chest pain, women often have a greater 
tendency to exhibit atypical symptoms 
of heart attack, such as difficulty 
breathing, nausea and unexplained fa-
tigue. So they are often misdiagnosed. 

Yesterday, Representative CUBIN and 
I introduced the Women & HEART Dis-
ease Act. This legislation will increase 
awareness, education, data collection, 
and the detection of heart disease in 
women so that we can improve the pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
women with cardiovascular disease. 

I urge each of my colleagues to sup-
port this bill and other efforts to ad-
dress the costly scourge of this disease. 

f 

ON THE DRUG PLAN DEBACLE 
AND THE COST OF CORRUPTION 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, leave it to 
Washington Republicans to create a 
chaotic and confusing system that has 
left a large majority of seniors just 
saying no. The Republican prescription 
drug plan shows the everyday cost con-
gressional corruption has on the Amer-
ican people. 

Republicans promised American sen-
iors they would have access to pre-
scription drugs through private plans 
beginning January 1, but to date it has 
been an utter failure. In many in-
stances, beneficiaries who tried to have 
their prescriptions filled under the new 
system were either told that their en-
rollment could not be verified or that 
their drugs were not covered. As a re-
sult, many beneficiaries, particularly 
those that are called dually eligible for 

both Medicare and Medicaid, were at 
risk for receiving no coverage at all. 

Rather than choosing to work to al-
leviate drug costs for seniors, Repub-
licans were more interested in coming 
up with a bill that benefited their 
friends in the pharmaceutical and in-
surance industries, friends who have 
been very loyal to them over the years. 

America must do better, we can do 
better and put special interests aside 
so that we can help those people who 
truly need our assistance. Let’s start 
thinking about our senior citizens. 

f 

VIOLENCE AMONG GIRLS 
(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, a 
Chicago Sun Times article today re-
veals that fighting among girls in 
schools is up. As a matter of fact, 
fights involving girls are up 31 percent, 
assaults are up 18 percent, and battery 
is up 15 percent. So far this school 
year, 529 girls in the Chicago schools 
have been written up for fighting in in-
cident reports to the district’s bureau 
of safety and security. While girls have 
been steadily catching up to boys in vi-
olence rates in the past 25 years, there 
are few programs to address this great 
need. 

As we go into budget talks and budg-
et negotiations, let us be mindful of 
this need and allocate resources to 
stem this tide of growing violence 
among girls. 

f 

BUSH’S BUDGET AND ITS FAIL-
URES TO MAKE AMERICANS 
SAFE 
(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it ap-
pears that the Bush administration re-
fuses to learn anything from 9/11 or 
Hurricane Katrina. Once again this 
year, President Bush’s budget short-
changes America’s security, failing to 
make it the number one priority. Here 
are some startling examples of how the 
President refuses to make Americans 
as safe as they should be: 

First, the budget underfunds key pro-
grams that provide local communities 
with the resources to protect our bor-
ders, our ports, mass transit, and crit-
ical infrastructure. Second, the budget 
continues the trend of cutting grants 
for our first responders, cutting overall 
funding for three key first responder 
grant programs by 35 percent below 2 
years ago. Third, the budget zeros out 
funding for interoperability grants, 
grants that would allow Federal, State, 
and local governments the ability to 
communicate during a major disaster 
or terrorist attack. 

President Bush claims he is pro-
tecting the homeland, but he refuses to 
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