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he stated, ‘‘So tonight, I announce the 
Advanced Energy Initiative, a 22 per-
cent increase in clean-energy research 
at the Department of Energy to push 
for breakthroughs.’’ 

This was followed a week later by an 
announcement from the National Re-
newable Energy Laboratory in Colo-
rado of cuts in outside contracts, cuts 
in operating expenses, and the laying 
off of 35 staff, including eight research-
ers, one in photovoltaics and seven in 
biomass and hydrogen. 

The words and the actions simply do 
not match. The researchers will leave 
the lab, affecting our economy and 
distancing us further from solutions in 
energy technologies. We will lose their 
knowledge and their creativity. 

There is a lot of talk about lost com-
petitiveness, outsourcing of jobs, and 
lost opportunities in the alternative 
energy market. We could lead the 
world in energy technologies if we in-
vest in alternative energies. 

Mr. Speaker, which is it: Are we 
pushing for breakthroughs or are we 
cutting research? 

f 
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SBA KATRINA LOAN FUNDING 

(Ms. BEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BEAN. Mr. Speaker, more than 5 
months after Hurricane Katrina rav-
aged New Orleans and the gulf coast, 
many small business owners are still 
struggling with no relief in sight. Busi-
nesses are strained from a lack of cus-
tomers, employees, infrastructure, 
electricity, and most particularly the 
access to capital that they need to get 
back to business. With no other funds 
available, many small business owners 
turn to the SBA for assistance. The 
Small Business Administration is pre-
pared to help entrepreneurs through its 
disaster loan programs. 

Yet today, real criticisms continue 
to surround the SBA over the agency’s 
failure to provide adequate assistance 
to the gulf coast’s businesses. Since the 
devastation from Hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita and Wilma, the SBA has declined 
approximately 80 percent of all disaster 
loans, with a backlog of over 200,000 
pending applications. On January 30, 
the SBA released a statement that ap-
proximately 51,000 applicants have been 
approved for financial assistance from 
the agency; but with over 312,000 total 
applicants, this is a dismal ratio be-
tween those businesses and individuals 
who are getting loans and those who 
are left waiting. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Small Business and because of my 
own experience as a small business 
owner, I am well aware of the stimula-
tive effect that small to medium-size 
firms can have on our regional econo-
mies. In the gulf region it couldn’t be 

more critical to ensure small business 
owners reopen their doors to provide 
essential services and jobs that allow 
families to get back on their feet. 

We can do better. I ask my colleagues 
to help me in this effort. 

f 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH/WOMEN 
& HEART ACT 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I remind 
my colleagues that February is Amer-
ican Heart Month. Throughout this 
month, we recognize the millions of 
Americans struggling with heart dis-
ease and recommit ourselves to helping 
them. And we acknowledge the efforts 
of organizations like the American 
Heart Association, which help all of us 
prevent and treat heart disease. 

What is not well enough known is 
that heart disease, stroke, and other 
cardiovascular diseases are the number 
one killer of women in the United 
States. Each year, 480,000 women die 
from heart disease. That is one every 
minute. 

In addition to experiencing classic 
chest pain, women often have a greater 
tendency to exhibit atypical symptoms 
of heart attack, such as difficulty 
breathing, nausea and unexplained fa-
tigue. So they are often misdiagnosed. 

Yesterday, Representative CUBIN and 
I introduced the Women & HEART Dis-
ease Act. This legislation will increase 
awareness, education, data collection, 
and the detection of heart disease in 
women so that we can improve the pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
women with cardiovascular disease. 

I urge each of my colleagues to sup-
port this bill and other efforts to ad-
dress the costly scourge of this disease. 

f 

ON THE DRUG PLAN DEBACLE 
AND THE COST OF CORRUPTION 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, leave it to 
Washington Republicans to create a 
chaotic and confusing system that has 
left a large majority of seniors just 
saying no. The Republican prescription 
drug plan shows the everyday cost con-
gressional corruption has on the Amer-
ican people. 

Republicans promised American sen-
iors they would have access to pre-
scription drugs through private plans 
beginning January 1, but to date it has 
been an utter failure. In many in-
stances, beneficiaries who tried to have 
their prescriptions filled under the new 
system were either told that their en-
rollment could not be verified or that 
their drugs were not covered. As a re-
sult, many beneficiaries, particularly 
those that are called dually eligible for 

both Medicare and Medicaid, were at 
risk for receiving no coverage at all. 

Rather than choosing to work to al-
leviate drug costs for seniors, Repub-
licans were more interested in coming 
up with a bill that benefited their 
friends in the pharmaceutical and in-
surance industries, friends who have 
been very loyal to them over the years. 

America must do better, we can do 
better and put special interests aside 
so that we can help those people who 
truly need our assistance. Let’s start 
thinking about our senior citizens. 

f 

VIOLENCE AMONG GIRLS 
(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, a 
Chicago Sun Times article today re-
veals that fighting among girls in 
schools is up. As a matter of fact, 
fights involving girls are up 31 percent, 
assaults are up 18 percent, and battery 
is up 15 percent. So far this school 
year, 529 girls in the Chicago schools 
have been written up for fighting in in-
cident reports to the district’s bureau 
of safety and security. While girls have 
been steadily catching up to boys in vi-
olence rates in the past 25 years, there 
are few programs to address this great 
need. 

As we go into budget talks and budg-
et negotiations, let us be mindful of 
this need and allocate resources to 
stem this tide of growing violence 
among girls. 

f 

BUSH’S BUDGET AND ITS FAIL-
URES TO MAKE AMERICANS 
SAFE 
(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it ap-
pears that the Bush administration re-
fuses to learn anything from 9/11 or 
Hurricane Katrina. Once again this 
year, President Bush’s budget short-
changes America’s security, failing to 
make it the number one priority. Here 
are some startling examples of how the 
President refuses to make Americans 
as safe as they should be: 

First, the budget underfunds key pro-
grams that provide local communities 
with the resources to protect our bor-
ders, our ports, mass transit, and crit-
ical infrastructure. Second, the budget 
continues the trend of cutting grants 
for our first responders, cutting overall 
funding for three key first responder 
grant programs by 35 percent below 2 
years ago. Third, the budget zeros out 
funding for interoperability grants, 
grants that would allow Federal, State, 
and local governments the ability to 
communicate during a major disaster 
or terrorist attack. 

President Bush claims he is pro-
tecting the homeland, but he refuses to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:00 Mar 13, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00058 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR15FE06.DAT BR15FE06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 1855 February 15, 2006 
back it up with the funding necessary 
to prepare agencies at all levels for the 
worst case scenarios. Hasn’t he learned 
anything from Katrina? 

Pull FEMA out from under Homeland 
Security. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KOLBE). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

RECORD votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 79) expressing the sense of Con-
gress that no United States assistance 
should be provided directly to the Pal-
estinian Authority if any representa-
tive political party holding a majority 
of parliamentary seats within the Pal-
estinian Authority maintains a posi-
tion calling for the destruction of 
Israel. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 79 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that no United States assistance 
should be provided directly to the Pales-
tinian Authority if any representative polit-
ical party holding a majority of parliamen-
tary seats within the Palestinian Authority 
maintains a position calling for the destruc-
tion of Israel. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ACKERMAN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume, and I 
rise in support of S. Con. Res. 79. 

This resolution was sponsored in the 
other body by our former colleague 
Senator THUNE of South Dakota and 
was cosponsored by Senators BROWN-
BACK, CHAMBLISS, JOHNSON, LIEBERMAN, 
TALENT and VOINOVICH. It passed the 
Senate by unanimous consent on Feb-
ruary 1, 2006. 

On January 25, 2006, Palestinians 
turned out in large numbers from all 
walks of life to forge a new government 
that can respond to their various 
needs. The Palestinian people voted for 
change and improvement in their live-
lihoods. They were largely frustrated 
by the growing occupation in the West 
Bank, the inability of the Fatah- 
backed Palestinian Liberation Organi-
zation to deliver on the expectations of 
the peace process, and internal strife 
and rampant corruption. The Pales-
tinian citizens used the power of de-
mocracy to send a loud and a clear 
message to their leadership. 

Speaking in a press conference short-
ly after the elections, President Bush 
noted the power of democracy, saying, 
‘‘When you give people the vote, you 
give people the chance to express 
themselves at the polls, and if you’re 
unhappy with the status quo, they will 
let you know. Obviously, the people 
were not happy with the status quo. 
The people are demanding honest gov-
ernment. The people want services.’’ 

The Bush administration’s pursuit of 
freedom and democracy in the Arab 
world has strengthened the weight and 
role of ‘‘people power’’ in the region’s 
political development. Representative 
democracy may result in the coming to 
power of groups in the Middle East or, 
for that matter, in Spain, that are crit-
ical of the United States or our policies 
in the Middle East. Certainly the re-
cent Palestinian parliamentary elec-
tions pose a unique challenge. Over 50 
percent of the seats in the Palestinian 
Legislative Council will be filled from 
a list chosen by an armed group that 
believes in the destruction of Israel, a 
United Nations member state, and is 
recognized as a terrorist organization 
by the international community. 

This result demonstrates the serious 
contradiction we see in Palestinian ter-
ritories between the ideal of a demo-
cratic government characterized by the 
rule of law and the reality of a political 
process in which armed rejectionist 
groups participate. Should the United 
States at this point abandon all means 
to remain constructively engaged with 
the Palestinian people and the Pales-
tinian Authority under President 
Mahmoud Abbas? Tying the hands of 
the administration is not in the inter-
est of United States national security. 
We need to react with some care. Hurt-
ing the Palestinian people will reward 
terrorist regimes like Syria and Iran 
which seek to exploit the suffering of 
the Palestinians for their own selfish 
reasons. 

S. Con. Res. 79 is direct and to the 
point. It sends a strong message about 
the expectations of the United States 
and the international community to-
ward Hamas when it comes to Hamas’ 
attitude toward Israel. We declare that 
the United States will not provide di-
rect assistance to a government that 
believes in the destruction of Israel. 

The election of the Change and Re-
form Party, Hamas’ alter ego, has 
raised questions about other forms of 
assistance to a future Palestinian gov-
ernment. The Quartet, in which the 
United States is a core member, con-
cluded that ‘‘it was inevitable that fu-
ture assistance to any new government 
would be reviewed by donors against 
that government’s commitment to the 
principles of nonviolence, recognition 
of Israel, and acceptance of previous 
agreements and obligations, including 
the Roadmap.’’ 

Many might be surprised to know 
that the United States does not provide 
ongoing, direct financial assistance to 
the Palestinian Authority. The major-
ity of funds are channeled through the 
United States Agency for International 
Development to nongovernmental or-
ganizations under a strict vetting proc-
ess. The United States has provided di-
rect assistance only four times, three 
of which have been under this adminis-
tration, with the funds being closely 
regulated and monitored. 

United States and other assistance to 
the Palestinian people is vital to meet-
ing basic needs and avoiding a humani-
tarian disaster. According to the World 
Bank, unemployment in the West Bank 
and Gaza is 23 percent. Forty-three per-
cent of the population is living below 
the poverty line. United States assist-
ance to nonprofit organizations is also 
critical to achieving our objective of a 
two-state solution. Closing the door on 
moderates in Palestinian civil society 
will contribute to the growth of 
warlordism and chaos. 

b 1030 

The United States has a vital na-
tional security interest in a Middle 
East in which two states, Israel and 
Palestine, will live side by side in 
peace and security, based on the terms 
of United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. A viable, con-
tiguous, and prosperous Palestinian 
state is necessary to achieve the secu-
rity that Israel longs for. 

I believe the administration is re-
sponding appropriately to the situation 
at hand. Currently, the U.S. is review-
ing all forms of assistance to the Pales-
tinian people. However, neither the ad-
ministration nor the Congress should 
make final decisions in advance of the 
formation of the new Palestinian cabi-
net, which is likely to occur in the 
coming weeks. If it is necessary to ad-
dress this issue by legislation, we can 
do so at the appropriate time and will 
not prejudice their consideration by 
agreeing to this resolution at this 
time. 

As disappointed as we are by the re-
sults, I congratulate the Palestinian 
people for conducting what were argu-
ably the freest and fairest democratic 
elections in the Arab world. I hope 
their leaders will be wise and represent 
the true interests of the Palestinians 
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