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years. I know that America has the 
best doctors, hospitals, research facili-
ties in the world, but all of that is for 
naught if people, Mr. Speaker, cannot 
afford the care that they need. 

However, different Americans have 
different health care needs, and we can-
not resort to a Hillary-care program, 
to a one-size-fits-all system of care. We 
rejected that in 1993, and we reject it 
here today in 2006. Instead, we need re-
form that allows Americans to be bet-
ter health care consumers. 

When we shop for a new car or home 
what do we do? We compare prices to 
get the best deal and the best product. 
Health care should be no different. Too 
many Americans are paying the high 
cost of health care out of their own 
pockets, and the family budget is suf-
fering. This is exactly why we need real 
practical initiatives like health sav-
ings accounts and association health 
plans, despite what the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN) just said. We 
need this to make health care afford-
able, portable and secure. 

The number of people that are buying 
high deductible health plans along with 
these health savings plans is not de-
creasing, as the gentleman suggested, 
but it is increasing. Three million 
today and by 2010 14 million. I am very 
supportive and proud that the Presi-
dent talked about this and is going to 
expand health savings plans for the fu-
ture. These initiatives will help busi-
nesses across America afford health 
benefits for their employees, which in 
turn will reduce the number of unin-
sured in this country. 

I am as concerned, Mr. Speaker, as 
all of my colleagues are of the fact that 
we have maybe 41 or 42 million people 
in this country without health care. 
But this is the way you get them the 
health care so they can get a policy 
with a very low premium that covers 
the catastrophic and they can stash 
away money each year in that health 
savings account. It can grow just like 
an IRA and they can use this money in 
many instances for medical care that is 
not covered under a traditional health 
care policy. I am talking about things 
like dental care, a hearing aid or visual 
care. 

So along with flexibility in our 
health care system, this is another 
very important point, and Mr. BURGESS 
just spoke about that. 

We must be technologically ad-
vanced. You heard, Mr. Speaker, Chair-
man DREIER talk a little bit about job 
statistics and how we do not need to be 
using twentieth century machinations 
to determine what our growth and our 
job rate is. We need to have a better 
system that more accurately reflects 
the job growth in this country. It is the 
same thing with the health care sys-
tem. It must be technologically ad-
vanced. 

Mr. Speaker, I recently went to Ant-
arctica and, amazingly, I could get 

cash from an ATM machine with no 
glitch in Antarctica. But if I had fallen 
ill during my travels, the hospital 
there could not have accessed my med-
ical records or known what medica-
tions I am on; and I happen to be on 
several heart medications. 

This is a recipe for disaster, and to 
fix this crucial shortcoming I have in-
troduced legislation to increase tax 
breaks for physicians who invest in the 
new technology of electronic medical 
records. Physicians are more likely to 
adopt this new technology if our Tax 
Code helps offset the substantial, and 
they can be substantial, initial costs. 

We have seen the success of this tac-
tic with other tax relief for small busi-
nesses. H.R. 4641, the Adopt HIT Act, 
will help our doctors save money, time 
and, most importantly, Mr. Speaker, 
save lives. 

Reforming health care will make 
coverage more affordable and acces-
sible for both workers and employers, 
especially our small businessmen and 
women. But affordable health care is 
only half of the equation. After all, the 
most affordable health care in the 
world is, Mr. Speaker, irrelevant if a 
patient cannot get in to see a doctor 
when he is sick or visit the emergency 
room when he is injured. 

As a practicing physician for nearly 
30 years, I have seen the results of our 
troubled medical tort system firsthand. 
In many communities, hospitals have 
closed, women have to travel across 
State lines for prenatal care, emer-
gency rooms lack the on-call special-
ists they need to save lives. This 
should not happen in America, home to 
the greatest physicians in the world. 

I call on my colleagues to join me in 
the effort to create a consumer-driven 
system of care for our country. 
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HONORING MORGAN PARK HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to tell this Congress and this Nation 
about a high school success story. 
Today I would like to acknowledge stu-
dents and teachers from the Morgan 
Park High School located in my dis-
trict, the first congressional district on 
the south side of the City of Chicago. 

Morgan Park High School students 
posted world-class advanced place-
ments test scores. Mr. Speaker, it must 
be noted, particularly as this is the 
month that we celebrate black history, 
February, it must be noted that out of 
the more than 15,000 high schools and 
31 countries worldwide, more students 
at Morgan Park High School passed 
their AP exams in two courses, English 
language composition and European 
history, than at any other high school 
in the Nation or in the world. 

b 1930 

The vast majority of these students 
were African American. The number of 
African-American students passing 
these college-level exams at Morgan 
Park High School is even more amaz-
ing considering the fact that African 
Americans are the most underrep-
resented racial group in the country in 
AP classrooms. 

Mr. Speaker, thanks to the excellent 
teaching and tutelage of their teachers, 
Ms. Judith Keyhoe, Ms. Marilyn Jack-
son and Mr. Martin Luzzo, all of the 
Morgan Park students deserve special 
recognition and congratulations from 
this Congress today. 

Morgan Park High School is a great 
example of what dedicated administra-
tors, committed teachers, motivated 
students, and involved parents can ac-
complish; and I ask all my colleagues 
to please join me in congratulating 
Morgan Park High School, this fine 
school, for their wonderful academic 
achievement. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
just take a moment to name the indi-
vidual students that allowed Morgan 
Park High School to soar to these un-
precedented heights. These students 
are: Jorge Anguiano, Jenele Anderson, 
Desney Avery, Nicole Banks, Brian 
Belcher, Aryelle Berry, Evan Beverly, 
Jasmine Bomer, Justin Booz, Christina 
Boyce, Jenise Chappell, Monique 
Childress, Angelo Dasilva, Eric Dorsey, 
Natalie Dowdell, Patrice Gardner, Jef-
frey Gonzales, Brandon Hamilton, 
Zellonda Harris, Rachel Hoffman, 
Dominique Jones, Edward King, 
Latasha Kinnard, Juwaun Mcclain, 
Amanda Moore, Tichina Moore, 
Eduardo Morales, Jeffrey Nelson, 
Cecilia Ortiz, Kimberly Randle, Ashley 
Rouse, Lajoi Royston, Renata Sago, 
Bradley Thomas, Jerome Wade, 
Langston Wesley, Alexandria Willis, 
Rachel Woods, Joshua Young. 

To the students at Morgan Park High 
School, we take our hats off to you. 
Keep up the good work. Make sure that 
you keep on the path to success. This 
Congress, this Nation, is very proud of 
you. God bless you. 

f 

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
what a great pleasure it is to come and 
speak to the House tonight about a 
number of different topics. I want to 
thank the leadership and the con-
ference for giving me the opportunity 
to lead an hour here and talk about 
things that are of utmost importance 
to our citizens all across this Nation. 

When I have talked with some of my 
constituents, many of my constituents 
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