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What about Pell grants, Pell grant 

funding? Pell grants are those grants 
that the Federal Government appro-
priately provides to those individuals 
who want to seek a higher education 
degree and they simply do not have the 
resources to be able to assist them. 
What has happened to Pell grants since 
the year 2000? Remember the sounds 
that you hear from the other side that 
these cuts have been disastrous, that 
you are cutting and you are slashing? 
In fact, the annual growth in Pell 
grants over the last 5 years average, 
average, a 10.3 percent increase per 
year. That does not sound like a cut to 
me. That does not sound like a cut to 
me. 

So what this chart shows is signifi-
cant growth year after year after year, 
billions of dollars over the last 6 years 
annually. Not a cut. Not a cut. And 
that is appropriate. It is appropriate 
that we do that, but what we are here 
tonight to bring to the American peo-
ple, Mr. Speaker, are some facts, some 
truth that we would like to share with 
the American people. 

What I would like to do this evening 
in my brief time remaining is to just 
bring a little truth and fact to where 
Federal Government spending occurs. 
Because I think it is important for the 
American people to know and appre-
ciate just what their Federal Govern-
ment is spending their hard-earned tax-
payer money on. 

This is a pie chart. It is relatively 
simple, and there are about six major 
categories of spending that the Federal 
Government has. And you have heard a 
lot about automatic spending that oc-
curs, and those automatic areas are the 
area of Social Security, the area of 
Medicare, and 20.5 percent for things 
like Medicaid and pensions and the 
like, and then there is net interest. 
Then there is the discretionary side, 
which really is the only side that we 
have been able to affect to any great 
degree. One is defense, which is about 
20 percent of the Federal budget, and 
the other is 19.2 percent, which covers 
everything else that the Federal Gov-
ernment does. So I think it is impor-
tant to get an appreciation for where 
Federal Government money is going. 
Social Security, 21 percent right now. 
Medicare, 11.9 percent. Other entitle-
ments or other automatic spending, 
20.5 percent. 

We were talking about the amount of 
spending, where the Federal Govern-
ment spends its money; and the pre-
vious pie chart showed what we have 
right now, in 2005. Currently, the Fed-
eral Government spends 54 percent on 
what are called mandatory programs, 
and it really ought not be called man-
datory. We could call it automatic. It 
is oftentimes called entitlements. 

But in that portion of this pie chart 
are Medicare, Medicaid, Social Secu-
rity, some Federal pensions and the 
like. But those are programs that have 

formula within them that allow them 
just to continue to perpetuate year 
after year after year. And this area of 
the pie chart is what Representative 
CONAWAY talked about. That is the 
area that will consume 50 percent, 50 
percent of the entire gross domestic 
product. 

Currently, this is 20 percent of the 
budget. This, over the next 10 years, 
will grow to 62 percent. As you can see, 
this trend, in 1995, it was 49 percent; 
2005, 54 percent; 2015, 62 percent. That 
trend is one that we cannot sustain as 
a Nation. It just cannot happen, unless 
you do what the other side talks about 
repeatedly, which is to raise taxes; and, 
as Congressman CONAWAY talked 
about, in fact, you cannot even grow 
your way out of it. You cannot even 
raise taxes enough to cover that and 
sustain our way of life as a Nation. So 
I think it is incredibly important that 
when we are talking here on the floor 
of the House that we talk about real 
facts, real facts, honest information for 
the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I would just 
like to say what a pleasure it has been 
to come before the American people to-
night and to gather a group of what we 
are calling the official truth squad of 
primarily the freshmen class. And, Mr. 
Speaker, as president of the freshman 
class, Representative JINDAL from Lou-
isiana has been wonderfully supportive 
of these efforts to bring truth to the 
floor of the House. What a wonderful 
thing. 

We live in an incredible and a great 
and a wonderful Nation. It is a Nation 
that has, through liberty and through 
freedom, benefited more citizens than 
ever known in the history of the world. 
We believe, on this Republican side of 
the aisle, that it is important that gov-
ernment does do some things, but we 
do not want government running every 
part of our life. 

There are a couple of things the gov-
ernment should do well. It should de-
fend us well. It should have a balanced 
budget and be able to keep the commit-
ments that it makes. We have a clear 
and a positive plan to build a safer 
world and a more hopeful America. We 
believe that Washington spends too 
much money, too much of the tax-
payers’ hard-earned money, and we 
have a commitment to balance the 
budget through controlling the growth 
in spending. 

The other side, as I mentioned, tends 
to be interested in doing one thing, and 
that is raising your taxes. There is a 
plan afoot right now that they have to 
increase and raise your taxes. It seems 
to be oftentimes the only solution that 
they have. 

But, Mr. Speaker, we were sent to 
Washington to solve problems. Dif-
ficult problems, yes. But my colleagues 
and I and the official truth squad will 
be here many, many times over the 
coming months to bring reality to the 

discussions that we are having, to 
bring some truth to the discussions 
that we are having, and to remember 
what Senator Moynihan said, and that 
is that you are welcome to your own 
opinions but you are not welcome to 
your own facts. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
leadership once again so very much for 
the opportunity to present this hour. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with an 
amendment in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 32. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide criminal penalties 
for trafficking in counterfeit marks. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 1777. An act to provide relief for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina. 

f 

b 2030 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS INNOVATIVE 
AGENDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JINDAL). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I am claiming this time 
on behalf of myself and other col-
leagues who will be joining me shortly 
to talk about what really has made 
America such an economic power in 
the world and such a leader in both ec-
onomics and in innovation, and that is 
in the 1960s when President Kennedy 
made the case to send a person to the 
Moon and to bring that person back 
safely, it was more than a moon shot. 
It was an expression of optimism about 
the talent in this country and about 
the resources in this country. 

In the process of sending that indi-
vidual to the Moon and back, we also 
built a great infrastructure. We built a 
great infrastructure that consisted of 
one of the great public-private partner-
ships in the history of the world, a 
partnership between our academic in-
stitutions, our research institutions, 
the private sector, and the U.S. Gov-
ernment. In putting that partnership 
together, we created both the physical 
resources to create the rocket ships 
and the infrastructure at NASA, and 
also the intellectual basis and founda-
tion to make the discoveries necessary. 

That is where America has been for 
the last 50 years. It has ridden out on 
the point of scientific discovery, of the 
discovery of knowledge, the acquisition 
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