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tens of thousands of Assamese, Bodos, Dalits, 
Manipuris, Tamils, and other minorities. And 
the repression continues, not only in Punjab, 
Khalistan, but throughout the country. 

We can and must do something about it. 
We can stop our aid and trade with India until 
it respects full human rights for all people liv-
ing within its borders. And we can and should 
declare our support for self-determination in 
Punjab, Khalistan, in Kashmir, as promised to 
the UN in 1948, in Nagalim, and wherever the 
people are seeking freedom. India claims to 
be democratic and the essence of democracy 
is the right to self-determination. Democracies 
also respect the human rights of the minority. 
Why is India afraid to put this simple question 
to a free and fair vote? Where is its commit-
ment to democratic principles, Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the Coun-
cil of Khalistan’s open letter in the RECORD at 
this time. 

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN, 
Washington, DC, January 23, 2006. 

MAY GURU BLESS THE KHALSA PANTH IN 2006 
WITH FREEDOM, HAPPINESS, UNITY, AND 
PROSPERITY 
DEAR KHALSA JI: Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, 

Waherguru Ji Ki Fateh! 
Happy New Year to you and your family 

and the Khalsa Panth. May 2006 be your best 
year ever. I wish you health, joy, and pros-
perity in the new year. 

The flame of freedom continues to burn 
brightly in the heart of the Sikh Nation. No 
force can suppress it. The arrests of Sikh ac-
tivists, mostly from Dal Khalsa, last Janu-
ary and again in June merely for raising the 
Khalistani flag and making pro-Khalistan 
speeches shows that the movement to free 
our homeland is on the rise. It has gotten the 
attention of the world. 

The Indian government is reacting to the 
rising tide of freedom for the Sikh Nation. 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh apologized 
to the Sikh Nation for the Delhi massacres 
of November 1984 that killed over 20,000 
Sikhs. It is good that he apologized and it 
clearly shows India’s responsibility, but 
what good does it do the Sikh Nation? Where 
are the apologies for the golden Temple at-
tack and the other atrocities? Where is the 
compensation for the victims’ families? 

Earlier this month, Sikh farmers were ex-
pelled from Uttaranchal Pradesh and their 
land was seized. They were beaten up by the 
police. Their homes were bulldozed by para-
troopers. Their homes in many cases were 
built using their life savings and by their 
own hands. We condemn this act of state ter-
rorism by the government of Uttaranchal 
Pradesh. As you know, Sikhs are prohibited 
from buying land in Rajasthan and Himachal 
Pradesh. Now Uttaranchal Pradesh joins 
that list. Yet there are no restrictions on 
land ownership in Punjab by non-Sikhs. Peo-
ple from anywhere can buy land in Punjab, 
including people from Rajasthan and 
Himachal Pradesh. India is trying to subvert 
Khalistan’s independence by overrunning 
Punjab with non-Sikhs while keeping Sikhs 
from escaping the brutal repression in Pun-
jab. We must redouble our efforts to free our 
homeland, Punjab, Khalistan. That is the 
only way to keep these atrocities from con-
tinuing and to protect the Sikh Nation. This 
is a direct challenge to the Sikh leadership, 
irrespective of their party affiliation. 

Any organization that sincerely supports 
Khalistan deserves the support of the Sikh 
Nation. However, the Sikh Nation needs 
leadership that is honest, sincere, consistent, 

and dedicated to the cause of Sikh freedom. 
But we should only support sincere, dedi-
cated, honest leaders. We must be careful if 
we are to continue to move the cause of free-
dom for Khalistan forward in 2006 as we did 
in 2005. 

The Akali Dal conspired with the Indian 
government in 1984 to invade the Golden 
Temple to murder Sant Bhindranwale and 
20,000 other Sikh during June 1984 in Punjab. 
If Sikhs will not even protect the sanctity of 
the Golden Temple, how can the Sikh Nation 
survive as a nation? 

The Akali Dal has lost all its credibility. 
The Badal government was so corrupt openly 
and no Akali leader would come forward and 
tell Badal and his wife to stop this unparal-
leled corruption. Now Badal and his son have 
accused Chief Minister Amarinder Singh of 
being tied in with Khalistanis. If this were 
true, what would be wrong with it? The 
Akali leaders also walked out when I pre-
dicted at a seminar around the celebration of 
Guru Nanak’s birthday that Khalistan will 
soon be free, a prediction that was greeted 
with multiple enthusiastic shouts of 
‘‘Khalistan Zindabad.’’ How will these 
Akalis, including Badal and his son, account 
for themselves? Remember the words of 
former Jathedar of the Akal Takht Professor 
Darshan Singh: ‘‘If a Sikh is not a 
Khalistani, he is not a Sikh.’’ Badal and his 
son are not Sikhs. 

The corruption of the Badal government 
was just part of a pattern of corruption in 
India. Jobs are sold, legislative seats are 
rigged, judges preside over cases being tried 
by their family members, and so many other 
forms of corruption occur. As Dr. M.S. Rahi 
has pointed out in his excellent new paper on 
the corruption, this kind of corruption leads 
to the kind of atrocities that have unfortu-
nately become so routine in India. 

The Council of Khalistan has stood strong-
ly and consistently for liberating our home-
land, Khalistan, from Indian occupation. For 
over 18 years we have led this fight while 
others were trying to divert the resources 
and the attention of the Sikh Nation away 
from the issue of freedom in a sovereign, 
independent Khalistan. Yet Khalistan is the 
only way that Sikhs will be able to live in 
freedom, peace, prosperity, and dignity. It is 
time to start a Shantmai Morcha to liberate 
Khalistan from Indian occupation. 

Never forget that the Akal Takht Sahib 
and Darbar Sahib are under the control of 
the Indian government, the same Indian gov-
ernment that has murdered over a quarter of 
a million Sikhs in the past twenty years. 
These institutions will remain under the 
control of the Indian regime until we free 
the Sikh homeland, Punjab, Khalistan, from 
Indian occupation and oppression and sever 
our relations with the New Delhi govern-
ment. 

The Sikhs in Punjab have suffered enor-
mous repression at the hands of the Indian 
regime in the last 25 years. Over 50,000 Sikh 
youth were picked up from their houses, tor-
tured, murdered in police custody, then se-
cretly cremated as ‘‘unidentified bodies.’’ 
Their remains were never even given to their 
families! More than a quarter of a million 
Sikhs have been murdered at the hands of 
the Indian government. Another 52,268 are 
being held as political prisoners. Some have 
been in illegal custody since 1984! Even now, 
the capital of Punjab, Chandigarh, has not 
been handed over to Punjab, but remains a 
Union Territory. How can Sikhs have any 
freedom living under a government that 
would do these things? 

Sikhs will never get any justice from 
Delhi. Ever since independence, India has 

mistreated the Sikh Nation, starting with 
Patel’s memo labelling Sikhs ‘‘a criminal 
tribe.’’ What a shame for Home Minister 
Patel and the Indian government to issue 
this memorandum when the Sikh Nation 
gave over 80 percent of the sacrifices to free 
India. 

How can Sikhs continue to live in such a 
country? There is no place for Sikhs in sup-
posedly secular, supposedly democratic 
India. Let us work to make certain that 2006 
is the Sikh Nation’s most blessed year by 
making sure it is the year that we shake our-
selves loose from the yoke of Indian oppres-
sion and liberate our homeland, Khalistan, 
so that all Sikhs may live lives of prosperity, 
freedom, and dignity. 

Sincerely, 
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH, 
President, Council of Khalistan. 

f 

FREEDOM FOR RENE GÓMEZ 
MANZANO 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 15, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remind my colleagues 
about Rene Gómez Manzano, a heroic polit-
ical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Gómez Manzano is a lawyer and a dis-
tinguished member of the pro-democracy op-
position in Cuba. Along with fellow Cuban pa-
triots Martha Beatriz Roque and Felix Bonne 
Carcasses, he is a leader of the Assembly to 
Promote Civil Society. The Assembly is an 
umbrella organization of over 300 groups of 
Cubans who have asserted their independ-
ence from the totalitarian state. On May 20, 
2005, the Assembly carried out a meeting of 
approximately 200 Cubans who publicly dem-
onstrated their rejection of totalitarianism and 
their support for democracy and the rule of 
law in Havana. Mr. Gómez Manzano was one 
of the primary architects of that historic, admi-
rable accomplishment. Accordingly, he has 
been the constant target of Castro’s machin-
ery of repression. He has been harassed by 
the tyrant’s thugs and, now, unjustly incarcer-
ated as a political prisoner for his peaceful ac-
tivities. 

Almost a decade earlier, in 1997, after co-
authoring the important and historic work ‘‘La 
Patria es de Todos’’—‘‘The Homeland Belongs 
to All’’—with Martha Beatriz Roque, Felix 
Bonne Carcasses and another Cuban patriot, 
Vladimiro Roca, Mr. Gómez Manzano was ar-
rested by the dictatorship and sentenced to 
various years in the gulag. During his unjust 
imprisonment, and after being released, Mr. 
Gómez Manzano never wavered in his com-
mitment to bring freedom, democracy and 
human rights to the Cuban people. Unfortu-
nately, in an additional act of extreme and 
despicable repression by the dictatorship, Mr. 
Gómez Manzano, along with dozens of others, 
was arrested once again on July 22, 2005, be-
fore he could attend a peaceful demonstration 
in front of the French Embassy in Havana to 
protest the resumption of the European 
Union’s policy of so-called engagement with 
the terrorist regime in Havana. 

I have never had the honor of personally 
meeting Mr. Gómez Manzano, but I can cer-
tainly say that I know him quite well. I have 
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spoken to him by telephone during various 
congressional hearings and other public 
events dedicated to highlighting the suffering 
and oppression of the Cuban people. He is a 
great patriot, a man of the law, a man of 
peace, and an apostle of freedom for Cuba. 

Mr. Speaker, it is completely unacceptable 
that, while the world stands by in silence and 
acquiescence, Mr. Gómez Manzano lan-
guishes in the gulag because of his belief in 
freedom, democracy, human rights and the 
rule of law. We cannot permit the brutal treat-
ment of a man of peace like Mr. Gómez 
Manzano by a demented and murderous ty-
rant for simply supporting freedom for his peo-
ple. My colleagues, we must never forget 
those who are locked in gulags because of 
their desire for freedom for their countries. My 
colleagues, we must demand the immediate 
and unconditional release of Rene Gómez 
Manzano and every political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRED SIEMS 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 15, 2006 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to 
my attention that a long and exceptionally dis-
tinguished career in public service has come 
to a close. Mr. Fred Siems has retired from his 
position as Blue Springs city administrator. 

In 1978, Siems became the first profes-
sional city administrator in Blue Springs. He 
served in this position for 27 years, overseeing 
the city’s growth from approximately 10,000 to 
almost 52,000 people. He retired at the end of 
December 2005 as Missouri’s longest-serving 
city administrator in one city. 

During his tenure, he was honored with the 
Mid-America Regional Council leadership 
award. The International City/County Manage-
ment Association recognized him as its out-
standing city administrator. 

Mr. Fred Siems has distinguished himself as 
a community leader. I am certain that my col-
leagues will join me in wishing Fred and his 
family all the best in the days to come. 

f 

HONORING SPECIALIST PATRICK 
HERRIED 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 15, 2006 

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I want to take 
this opportunity to honor the life of SPC Pat-
rick Herried, who died February 6, 2006, while 
serving in Iraq. 

Every member of the House of Representa-
tives has taken a solemn oath to defend the 
Constitution against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic. While we certainly understand the 
gravity of the issues facing this legislative 
body, SPC Patrick Herried lived that commit-
ment to our country. Today, we remember and 
honor his noble service to the United States 
and the ultimate sacrifice he has paid with his 

life to defend our freedoms and foster liberty 
for others. 

The lives of countless people were enor-
mously enhanced by Patrick’s compassion 
and service. Patrick, who represented the best 
of the United States, South Dakota, and the 
military continues to inspire all those who 
knew him and many who did not. Our Nation 
and the State of South Dakota are far better 
places because of his service, and the best 
way to honor him is to emulate his devotion to 
our country. 

I join with all South Dakotans in expressing 
my sympathies to the family of SPC Patrick 
Herried. His commitment to and sacrifice for 
our Nation will never be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING CHICAGO’S 2006 WINTER 
OLYMPIANS 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 15, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the Chicago area ath-
letes competing this month in the Winter 
Olympics in Turin, Italy. 

The Olympic Games bring the world to-
gether in celebration of the best that every na-
tion has to offer. I am proud that five 
Chicagoans are joining the world’s best at the 
2006 Winter Olympics. 

Chris Chelios is serving as the captain of 
the men’s hockey team for the third consecu-
tive Olympics. At 44 years old, Chelios is the 
oldest Olympic hockey player since 1928, but 
is still expected to be a driving force for the 
Americans. After attending Mount Carmel High 
School, Chelios represented his hometown as 
a blueliner for the Blackhawks throughout 
most of the 1990s. 

Nineteen-year-old Northwestern University 
student Margaret Crowley has several oppor-
tunities to represent her country in speed skat-
ing, competing in the 3,000 meter and Team 
Pursuit events. She was the U.S. junior cham-
pion in 2004 and the runner-up in 2005. In ad-
dition to her extensive training schedule, 
Crowley has found the time to study econom-
ics, French and literature. 

Shani Davis is the first African-American to 
qualify for the U.S. Olympic speed skating 
team. Shani grew up on Chicago’s South Side 
and was inspired by fellow Illinois native 
Bonnie Blair. Davis also competed in the 2002 
Salt Lake City Games and was the 2005 
World All-Around Speedskating Champion. 

Ben Agosto is a native Chicagoan who has 
paired with Tanith Belbin to compete in ice 
dancing in Turin. They are favored to win a 
medal, which would be only the second ever 
for an American team, and the first in 30 
years. The pair combines salsa, rhumba and 
cha cha as part of their original dance routines 
on the ice. 

Chicago native Evan Lysacek is competing 
in his first Games as a figure skater. After 
graduating from Neuqua Valley High School in 
Naperville, he overcame a serious hip injury to 
land a spot on the U.S. team headed to Turin. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I 
honor these five Olympians that are rep-

resenting the U.S. in Turin. On behalf of my 
fellow Chicagoans and Americans, I wish 
these elite athletes and all of their teammates 
the best of luck in their respective events, and 
I thank them for representing the United 
States at the 2006 Winter Olympics. 

f 

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED IN 
THE UNITED STATES COLORED 
TROOPS DURING THE CIVIL WAR 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 15, 2006 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I make remarks 
today to honor 2000 heroic men—men who 
fought for freedom and justice and a stronger, 
united America. These men made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country. They gave their lives 
so that their children and grandchildren and 
generations to come would know an America 
where hopes for a better life would be a 
dream for all to share. 

The 2000 men I honor today were members 
of the United States Colored Troops during 
the Civil War. They are buried at the rear of 
the Nashville National Cemetery, their service 
and their sacrifice too often overlooked by visi-
tors to that hallowed ground. 

This weekend, Tennessee will take an im-
portant step in saluting, and thanking, African- 
American soldiers for their important service 
during the Civil War. Tennessee will become 
the first state in the U.S. to erect a statue to 
recognize the bravery of these 2000 men, and 
all of the 180,000 African-American soldiers 
who fought in the Civil War. The statue is 
more than an historic monument. It will be a 
permanent and powerful reminder for all 
Americans and the world that the strength of 
our great Nation comes from the belief laid 
down by our founding fathers that ‘‘all men are 
created equal. . . .’’ 

It was a desire to transform that belief into 
reality that these men took up arms. They be-
lieved in a new vision of America and they 
knew it was an America worth fighting for. And 
now, during Black History Month, we come to-
gether to unveil this statue and to offer the 
praise and appreciation that has been so long 
overdue. 

The life-size bronze is the result of years of 
hard work on the part of many. The African 
American Cultural Alliance and its founder and 
executive director, Kwame Leo Lillard, led this 
effort. But many individuals and organizations 
throughout the community also dedicated 
themselves to the task. Creative Artists of 
Tennessee, the Black Veterans Association, 
the 13th U.S.C.T. Regiment, the Tennessee 
Historical Commission, Tennessee State Uni-
versity Department of History, and One Point 
Solutions, along with federal, state and local 
governments have all been involved in this 
campaign. 

I am proud and honored that Nashville will 
be home to this important memorial to all 
those who served in the U.S. Colored Troops 
during the Civil War. Unlike the battle in so 
many other cities, the Battle of Nashville did 
not take place on one battlefield. It was fought 
in the city itself and at locations scattered 
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