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This year, I have 3 seniors at West Fargo 
who will be receiving athletic scholarships 
and playing college basketball next fall. I 
have had the chance to watch these young 
ladies grow and mature since their freshman 
year. They exude a confidence that was not 
there 3 years ago. They know they have the 
ability to do whatever they want in life and 
the self-assurance they will be successful. 

By providing my basketball camps and 
coaching high school basketball, I hope that 
other young girls from my home state real-
ize that there are many opportunities to par-
ticipate in athletics, and even a young girl 
from a town of less than 1000 people can be a 
National Champion, a college graduate, and 
a successful, confident professional. 

Thank you very much for your time. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN MEMORY OF FEMINIST 
PIONEER BETTY FRIEDAN 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to the life of one of the late 
20th century’s most influential femi-
nists, Betty Friedan. Friedan died on 
February 4, 2006, at her home in Wash-
ington, DC, at the age of 85. 

At her Smith College 15-year re-
union, she famously prepared a survey 
of her classmates, the results of which 
eventually became her landmark book, 
‘‘The Feminine Mystique.’’ With this 
book, published in 1963, Friedan helped 
ignite the second wave of the feminist 
movement, and the book is now re-
garded as one of the most influential 
American books of the 20th century. 

Friedan was the cofounder of three 
groundbreaking women’s organizations 
which have greatly improved women’s 
economic, personal, and political lives. 
In 1966, Friedan cofounded the National 
Organization for Women, NOW, and 
served as its first president until 1970. 
She also helped found what is now 
NARAL Pro-Choice America and the 
National Women’s Political Caucus. 

Friedan fought tirelessly for equal 
pay, safe and legal abortion, maternity 
leave, childcare for working parents, 
and an end to sex discrimination. 

Friedan’s survivors include her sons, 
Daniel Friedan and Jonathan Friedan; 
daughter Emily Friedan; nine grand-
children; a sister, Amy Adams; and a 
brother, Harry Goldstein. Her former 
husband Carl Friedan died in December 
2005. 

Like other strong, outspoken women, 
Betty Friedan was widely and loudly 
criticized in the 1960s and 1970s for 
being too strong, vocal, and unreal-
istic. Betty Friedan endured that criti-
cism to make her mark in the world. 

Women have made tremendous 
strides since ‘‘The Feminist Mystique’’ 
was first published. We have a stronger 
voice in our communities and in our 
workplaces. I am proud to serve as 1 of 
14 women in the Senate, and we now 
have 68 women in the House of Rep-
resentatives. We have made progress, 
but much more needs to be done. 

As we remember the life and accom-
plishments of Betty Friedan, let us re-
dedicate ourselves to achieving full 
equality for women in America.∑ 
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HONORING ROY PALMER VARNER 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to remember the life of Roy Palm-
er Varner of Marietta, GA. Like many 
of his generation, Roy Varner bore wit-
ness to some of the most important 
moments and changes in our Nation’s 
history. But Roy Varner wasn’t merely 
a passing observer of the events of the 
20th Century, he was an active and in-
fluential participant in them. 

A native son of Georgia, Roy Varner 
possessed a deep sense of duty and serv-
ice, which was tested on December 7, 
1941. Without hesitation, he joined the 
effort to defend freedom by enlisting in 
the Army and soon found himself in 
the 101st Airborne Division. On June 6, 
1944, Mr. Varner joined thousands of his 
brothers in parachuting ahead of the 
Allied invasion at Normandy. A few 
months later, the effort to liberate Eu-
rope turned toward Holland, and when 
his name was called again, Mr. Varner 
did not hesitate to reenter the fray as 
a part of Operation Market Garden. 
For men like Roy Varner, there was no 
question of the righteousness of their 
task. They knew it would be a difficult 
journey, and that not all of them would 
live to see it through. But they were 
loyal, patriotic men of faith who un-
derstood the weight of their responsi-
bility and never questioned their belief 
that their mission would be successful. 
And that, is why we call them the 
Greatest Generation. 

After the war, Mr. Varner returned to 
his home in Cobb County, GA, and mar-
ried Mary Munro, who would stand loy-
ally by his side for the next 56 years. In 
the early 1950s, Mr. Varner began what 
would become a long and successful ca-
reer as a commercial real estate devel-
oper. Although his work took him all 
over the Southeast, the mark that he 
left on the early development of Cobb 
County was his most lasting. As a real 
estate businessman in Atlanta for over 
30 years, I knew him personally and 
saw the product of his vision and hard 
work take shape in the projects he de-
veloped. Mr. Varner’s influence on the 
community was also evident in his 
work as the chairman of the industrial 
committee for the Cobb County Cham-
ber of Commerce and his service as a 
member of the Marietta Rotary Club. 

As a businessman, Roy Varner per-
sonified the values of honesty and hard 
work, but he was also a man of intel-
lect and faith, and, above all, a family 
man. The son of a minister, Mr. Varner 
embarked on his life with a certain zeal 
that only comes with a belief in God, 
and he actively served his church com-
munity as a lay leader and fundraiser. 
A firm believer in the value of edu-
cation, Mr. Varner attended Woodrow 

Wilson Law School after being honor-
ably discharged from the Army and re-
mained a scholar of history, art, lit-
erature, and world events for the rest 
of his life. He lived by his ideals and 
passed his principles on to his four 
children and ten grandchildren, who 
have continued his work and his legacy 
and who are the living embodiment of 
the values and beliefs that shaped his 
life and influenced the lives of so many 
others. 

On February 8, 2006, Mary Varner lost 
her husband and the world lost a truly 
great man. He deeply influenced his 
family and community, left an indel-
ible mark on the landscape of Cobb 
County and, as a member of the Great-
est Generation, helped influence the 
course of history. He fought for our 
country and he helped to build our Na-
tion. But, as is often the case with men 
like Roy Varner, his contributions can-
not easily be measured. He will be re-
membered by many different people for 
many different reasons, but Roy 
Varner should be remembered by this 
body as nothing less than an American 
hero.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 1:17 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 1989. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
57 Rolfe Square in Cranston, Rhode Island, as 
the ‘‘Holly A. Charette Post Office’’. 

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. STEVENS). 

At 2:20 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has agreed 
to the following concurrent resolution, 
without amendment: 

S. Con. Res. 79. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that no 
United States assistance should be provided 
directly to the Palestinian Authority if any 
representative political party holding a ma-
jority of parliamentary seats within the Pal-
estinian Authority maintains a position call-
ing for the destruction of Israel. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 300. Concurrent resolution 
paying tribute to Shirley Horn in recogni-
tion of her many achievements and contribu-
tions to the world of jazz and American cul-
ture. 

H. Con. Res. 341. Concurrent resolution 
condemning the Government of Iran for vio-
lating its international nuclear nonprolifera-
tion obligations and expressing support for 
efforts to report Iran to the United Nations 
Security Council. 
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