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wage credit for the first $15,000 they 
pay in wages to local residents. Other 
tax incentives encourage businesses, 
and industries, to further commit to 
these communities. Companies with 
businesses in empowerment zones are 
eligible for an additional $35,000 worth 
of 179 business expensing—making 
these long-term business obligations 
more attractive, affordable, and likely. 
Empowerment zones are also eligible 
for expanded tax exempt financing for 
building the infrastructure commu-
nities need to attract long-term devel-
opers and business partners. 

To qualify for empowerment zone 
status, communities develop com-
prehensive strategic plans that depend 
on these tax incentives to help them 
transform their economies. Each com-
munity’s plan focuses on establishing 
long-term partnerships between private 
businesses, nonprofits, State, local, and 
Federal Government agencies, to help 
develop the local economy. Together 
these parties use the community’s 
strategic blueprint to implement inter-
connected projects that address the 
factors creating the area’s economic 
sickness. These types of projects focus 
on building needed business and indus-
trial infrastructure, developing an edu-
cated workforce and diversifying local 
economies away from a reliance on one 
employer or industry. 

In 2002, Aroostook County was des-
ignated an empowerment zone based on 
population loss, one of only two em-
powerment zones designated because of 
population decline. The county formed 
the Aroostook Partnership for Progress 
to spearhead their empowerment zone 
strategy, initiatives, and projects. 
Since its formation, the Partnership 
for Progress has steadfastly dedicated 
their time and resources to create a 
projected 1,500 new jobs and negotiated 
over $1.2 million worth of investments 
into Aroostook County. These numbers 
indicate the ability of empowerment 
zone incentives to drive investment 
and strengthen local businesses in the 
area. 

Through the Aroostook Partnership 
for Progress, and the businesses work-
ing in the empowerment zone, are mak-
ing significant progress—the factors 
causing poverty in this rural part of 
Maine can not be eradicated quickly. 
Aroostook County’s strategic plan will 
take time to implement as infrastruc-
ture, industry, and other projects cre-
ate greater economic capabilities and 
diversification. Though Aroostook 
County is working valiantly to over-
come the factors causing their eco-
nomic decline they will need more than 
7 years to overcome 40 years of difficul-
ties. I know that there are many other 
struggling Round II and Round III em-
powerment zone communities, like 
Aroostook, who need the maximum 
order to reverse the poverty and under-
development also plaguing those areas. 

I urge my colleagues to recognize the 
importance of making a long-term 

commitment to communities using em-
powerment zone incentives to work 
their way out of long-term poverty. I 
hope that each Senator will support 
the communities in their States, cur-
rently undertaking the painful process 
of economic transformation, by sup-
porting passage of this economic devel-
opment bill. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 382—RECOG-
NIZING KENNETH M. MEAD’S 
SERVICE AS THE INSPECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. BURNS, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. LOTT, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. PRYOR, and Mr. 
NELSON of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 382 

Whereas Kenneth M. Mead has announced 
his retirement as the Inspector General of 
the Department of Transportation after 
nearly 9 years of service in that position; 

Whereas, Kenneth M. Mead and his staff 
conducted investigations independently, im-
partially, and with rigorous professionalism 
into myriad issues affecting transportation 
and transportation policy; 

Whereas, Kenneth M. Mead and his staff 
provided independent, thorough, and rel-
evant commentary and recommendations on 
a wide-range of Federal transportation poli-
cies and programs, including aviation oper-
ations and safety, highway, auto and truck 
operations and safety, transportation secu-
rity, rail operations and safety, and pipeline 
and hazardous materials transportation safe-
ty; 

Whereas, during Kenneth M. Mead’s tenure 
as Inspector General, the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, had a dramatic impact on 
the Federal government’s relationship with 
the aviation industry and posed significant 
challenges for ensuring the safety and secu-
rity of public transportation in general and 
the United States aviation industry in par-
ticular; 

Whereas Secretary of Transportation Nor-
man Mineta recognized Kenneth M. Mead’s 
contributions by describing him as ‘‘a tire-
less advocate for setting the highest possible 
standards of integrity, accountability, and 
performance’’ in the Department’s efforts to 
make the Nation’s transportation system as 
safe and efficient as possible: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the United States Senate 
commends Kenneth M. Mead for his more 
than 8 years of faithful and exemplary serv-
ice to the Nation as the Inspector General of 
the Department of Transportation, and ex-
presses its deep appreciation and gratitude 
for his long and outstanding service. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall 
transmit a copy of this resolution to Ken-
neth M. Mead. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 383—CALL-
ING ON THE PRESIDENT TO 
TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS TO 
HELP IMPROVE THE SECURITY 
SITUATION IN DARFUR, SUDAN, 
WITH AN EMPHASIS ON CIVILIAN 
PROTECTION 

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. BROWN- 
BACK, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, and Mr. DODD) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 383 

Whereas, the April 8, 2004, N’Djamena 
Ceasefire Agreement, calling for an end to 
hostilities in Darfur, Sudan, has been fla-
grantly violated by all parties to the agree-
ment; 

Whereas the Government of Sudan con-
tinues to commit crimes against humanity 
and engage in genocidal acts in Darfur; 

Whereas the signing of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement between the Government 
of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLM/SPLA) on January 9, 2005, has not re-
sulted in an improvement of the security sit-
uation in Darfur; 

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has indicated that, ‘‘People in 
many parts of Darfur continue to be killed, 
raped, and driven from their homes by the 
thousands.’’; 

Whereas United Nations officials have stat-
ed that at least 70,000 people have died due to 
violence and insecurity in Darfur, but that 
the total may be as high as 400,000 people; 

Whereas nearly 2,000,000 people have been 
internally displaced, 3,000,000 people are de-
pendant on international assistance to sur-
vive, and over 200,000 people are refugees in 
neighboring Chad due to the conflict in 
Darfur; 

Whereas escalating tensions along the bor-
der between Chad and Sudan have increased 
instability in Darfur; 

Whereas neither the mandate nor the troop 
strength of the African Union Mission in 
Sudan (AMIS) is adequate to protect civil-
ians in Darfur; 

Whereas the United States has dem-
onstrated leadership on the Sudan issue by 
having United States Permanent Represent-
ative to the United Nations John Bolton, in 
his first action as President of the United 
Nations Security Council, request in Feb-
ruary 2006 that Secretary-General Annan ini-
tiate contingency planning for a transition 
from AMIS to a United Nations peace-
keeping operation; 

Whereas, although the United Nations Se-
curity Council has concurred with this rec-
ommendation and taken steps toward estab-
lishing a United Nations peacekeeping mis-
sion for Darfur, it could take up to a year for 
such a mission to deploy fully; 

Whereas, as the deteriorating security sit-
uation in Darfur indicates, the people of 
Darfur cannot wait that long for security to 
be reestablished; 

Whereas the international community cur-
rently has no plan to address the immediate 
security needs of the people of Darfur; and 

Whereas all members of the international 
community must participate in efforts to 
stop genocide, war crimes, and crimes 
against humanity in Darfur: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) strongly condemns— 
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