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U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON SMALL 

BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
Washington, DC, February 14, 2006. 

Re Passing Legislation To Prevent Shut-
down of SBA’s Disaster Loan Program. 

Hon. WILLIAM H. FRIST, M.D., 
U.S. Senate Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. MAJORITY LEADER: We are writ-
ing to ask your immediate attention in pass-
ing critical legislation to prevent the Small 
Business Administration’s (SBA) Disaster 
Loan program from shutting down. 

As you are aware, the SBA Disaster Loan 
program would have run out of money yes-
terday, February 13, 2006, if the Congress had 
not approved a last-minute request from the 
Administration to reprogram $100 million. 
The SBA has told the Committee that the re-
programmed funding will only keep the pro-
gram running for about 12 more days and es-
timates it will need an additional $1.3 billion 
to avoid a shutdown in FY2006. 

Instead of seeking the full amount, SBA 
has informed the Committee that the Ad-
ministration intends to request only part of 
the needed money now, through a realloca-
tion of $1 billion from the unspent funds in 
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy’s (FEMA) Disaster Relief Fund. Unfortu-
nately this will only fund the disaster loan 
program through July, requiring an addi-
tional request for the remaining $300 million 
in supplemental appropriations to make it 
through the end of the fiscal year in Sep-
tember. 

Rather than continue this piecemeal ap-
proach to budgeting, we believe the Congress 
should pass legislation with the entire esti-
mated amount so that there is stability in 
the delivery of disaster relief to meet the 
needs of the Gulf victims, as well as any fu-
ture disaster victims. We also believe that 
the request should move as a free-standing 
bill, rather than combining it with other 
bills that run the risk of delay because of un-
related controversies. 

In summary, we seek your cooperation to 
immediately pass a free-standing bill in the 
Senate that would authorize FEMA to re-
allocate from its Disaster Relief Fund $1.3 
billion to the SBA’s Disaster Loan program. 
And we request that any reallocated funds 
from the Disaster Relief Fund be restored as 
soon as possible through the next supple-
mental emergency funding bill that Congress 
enacts. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN F. KERRY. 
CARL LEVIN. 
MARK PRYOR. 
MARY LANDRIEU. 
MARIA CANTWELL. 
TOM HARKIN. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the bill be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4745) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KENNETH M. 
MEAD’S SERVICE AS INSPECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 

proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
382, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 382) recognizing Ken-

neth M. Mead’s service as Inspector General 
of the Department of Transportation. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to commend Kenneth 
Mead’s service as inspector general of 
the Department of Transportation. I 
am joined by Commerce Committee Co-
chairman Senator INOUYE and com-
mittee members Senators BURNS, 
MCCAIN, ROCKEFELLER, LOTT, LAUTEN-
BERG, SUNUNU, PRYOR, and BILL NEL-
SON. 

On February 11, 2006, Mr. Mead an-
nounced his retirement as the inspec-
tor general of the Department of 
Transportation after nearly 9 years of 
service in that position. In those 9 
years of service, Mr. Mead and his staff 
conducted countless investigations in 
an independent, impartial, and profes-
sional manner regarding numerous 
issues affecting the Department. 

Mr. Mead appeared before the com-
mittee as a witness on several occa-
sions throughout his tenure, and the 
committee always found that he pro-
vided independent, thorough, and rel-
evant commentary and recommenda-
tions concerning a wide range of Fed-
eral transportation policies and pro-
grams. His contributions to transpor-
tation safety are greatly appreciated 
by the current and former members of 
the committee. 

On behalf of the Commerce Com-
mittee, I ask that the Senate recognize 
and commend Kenneth M. Mead for his 
more than 8 years of exemplary service 
to the Nation as the inspector general 
of the Department of Transportation, 
and we express our deep appreciation 
and gratitude for his long and out-
standing service. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 382) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 382 

Whereas Kenneth M. Mead has announced 
his retirement as the Inspector General of 
the Department of Transportation after 
nearly 9 years of service in that position; 

Whereas, Kenneth M. Mead and his staff 
conducted investigations independently, im-
partially, and with rigorous professionalism 
into myriad issues affecting transportation 
and transportation policy; 

Whereas, Kenneth M. Mead and his staff 
provided independent, thorough, and rel-
evant commentary and recommendations on 

a wide-range of Federal transportation poli-
cies and programs, including aviation oper-
ations and safety, highway, auto and truck 
operations and safety, transportation secu-
rity, rail operations and safety, and pipeline 
and hazardous materials transportation safe-
ty; 

Whereas, during Kenneth M. Mead’s tenure 
as Inspector General, the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, had a dramatic impact on 
the Federal government’s relationship with 
the aviation industry and posed significant 
challenges for ensuring the safety and secu-
rity of public transportation in general and 
the United States aviation industry in par-
ticular; 

Whereas Secretary of Transportation Nor-
man Mineta recognized Kenneth M. Mead’s 
contributions by describing him as ‘‘a tire-
less advocate for setting the highest possible 
standards of integrity, accountability, and 
performance’’ in the Department’s efforts to 
make the Nation’s transportation system as 
safe and efficient as possible: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the United States Senate 
commends Kenneth M. Mead for his more 
than 8 years of faithful and exemplary serv-
ice to the Nation as the Inspector General of 
the Department of Transportation, and ex-
presses its deep appreciation and gratitude 
for his long and outstanding service. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall 
transmit a copy of this resolution to Ken-
neth M. Mead. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate im-
mediately proceed to executive session 
to consider the following nominations 
on today’s Executive Calendar: Cal-
endar Nos. 286, 294, 521, 522, 524, 526, 527, 
528, 544, 545, and 546. 

Finally, I ask unanimous consent 
that the nominations be confirmed en 
bloc, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action, 
and the Senate then return to legisla-
tive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

IN THE NAVY 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Naval Reserve to 
the grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., 
section 12203: 

To be rear admiral 

Rear Adm. (lh) Craig O. McDonald, 0000 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Naval Reserve to 
the grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., 
section 12203: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

Capt. Raymond P. English, 0000 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Carol E. Dinkins, of Texas, to be Chairman 
of the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight 
Board. 

Alan Charles Raul, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Vice Chairman of the Privacy 
and Civil Liberties Oversight Board. 
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