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concern, and that is this question of 
surveillance. I will unhesitatingly now 
say, given the statements yesterday by 
the distinguished chairman of the In-
telligence Committee—I am privileged 
to serve on that committee—that in 
consultation with the White House, we 
will proceed, hopefully, on a construc-
tive and fair and objective, to the ex-
tent we can get politics out of it, look 
at the existing laws and determine 
such modifications as can be agreed 
upon. 

I have continuously taken that 
stance, quietly, in consultation with 
my colleagues here, with members of 
the gang of 14, I may say, which has 
taken a constructive role in other 
areas—they have given some consider-
ation and they have a position on that 
after we return. But it is imperative 
that we approach this in a bipartisan 
way. 

The intelligence system underpins— 
it is the foundation on which we con-
duct our operations of the military in 
harm’s way. It is what we call a force 
multiplier, meaning for every bit of 
factual, sound, accurate intelligence 
effort that can be given to the Armed 
Forces engaging the enemy, the likeli-
hood is that it produces an advantage 
such that you possibly would have 
fewer military people to carry out the 
mission if you know with great preci-
sion what has to be done. We refer to it 
as a force multiplier in the annals of 
military planning and history, 
throughout our recent history. That 
system has undergone some stresses, 
occasioned by the wise—I was a partner 
through this—legislation to establish 
the means by which our Nation, 
through its military and civilian rep-
resentatives, deals with those taken as 
prisoners. That is behind us. 

We are now faced with the imperative 
necessity to give our President every 
possible power in which to continue to 
utilize the wide spectrum of assets this 
Nation has to gain that same intel-
ligence to guide us in the days and the 
weeks and the months to come and, in-
deed, I say the years to come because 
the war on terrorism is going to go on 
long after I have departed this Earth, 
and it will be the responsibility of my 
children and my grandchildren, regret-
tably, for their lifetimes. 

That is the turn of events that we 
now experience in this troubled world. 
Consequently, our President, as the 
leader of the most powerful Nation of 
the free world, must be given all the 
powers that we possibly can under our 
Constitution, preserving the integrity 
of what we call our basic rights and 
freedoms as given by the Constitution. 
But at the same time, without that 
valuable intelligence, we run a greater 
and greater risk to preserve these free-
doms if we do not have it strong and in 
place and fully functioning. 

I hope we can arrive at some legisla-
tive package—and it should not be seen 

as the administration giving in to the 
Congress or the Congress overriding. 
No, we must work as coequal branches 
in partnership. 

Recently I had a chance to have a 
private conversation with the Attorney 
General of United States and, indeed, 
the senior officers who are engaged in 
intelligence gathering. I felt they 
should build a bridge between the two 
branches of Government and let us 
cross it together and decide how we can 
strengthen this system and leave no 
doubt—I underscore that—no doubt in 
the minds of every American citizen 
that our President is acting within the 
law, acting consistent with the Con-
stitution of the United States as those 
powers were enumerated 200-plus years 
ago but still are as vitally important 
today as ever. 

But this world has moved so far, for 
example, in the 30-odd years of the 
FISA Act, which is the core piece of 
legislation at the moment that is out 
in the public domain with years of 
study—so much new technology has 
come on that it is time to look at the 
revisions which need to be made under 
that act. 

I do not think we should hold tena-
ciously on this question of the con-
stitutional authority of Government as 
being the sole province of the adminis-
tration for interpretation. Having 
trained in the law myself, I don’t ex-
press any great expertise, but I know 
men and women of clear and sound and 
patriotic conscience on both sides of 
this issue looking at the words of the 
Constitution will determine exactly 
what the powers of our President are. 
Yes, this is a political potion and ele-
ment to the debate, but still beyond 
that there are men and women of good, 
sound character and will on both sides 
of that issue. 

People say: Well, let it be resolved by 
the courts. It may well come to pass. 

But each day we let this uncertainty 
exist has the potential to further im-
pair the intelligence system. Those of 
our citizens engaged in it and those 
partners we share intelligence with 
around the world are beginning to won-
der if there is an uncertainty about the 
status and the authority of what we 
are doing out on the front lines gath-
ering intelligence, as well as all the 
way through the chain back to those in 
positions of responsibility in Wash-
ington and elsewhere. You might not 
get the degree of intelligence that you 
need. 

We have to remove that uncertainty, 
and move this Nation forward ever so 
strongly in its collection capabilities, 
and remove from those citizens—I am 
not one who follows the polls, and I am 
not one dictated to by the polls, but 
the reality is a lot of citizens of clear 
conscience believe the President may 
not be acting within the law. We have 
to remove that. We want every person 
in the United States to believe our 

President is acting within the law as 
we pursue this war on terrorism. 

I am very pleased to support what 
the distinguished Chairman PAT ROB-
ERTS said about the meeting yesterday, 
and that there will be, in a consult-
ative process, an analysis made by the 
Congress and the administration in re-
solving this, and possibly we can seek 
legislation. It will be a challenge be-
cause of the question of the degree of 
knowledge that we have with regard to 
how collection is undertaken and how 
we translate that into law. That will be 
an unusual challenge facing this body, 
and we are going to have to reach down 
and search in our souls and put politics 
to one side and determine that we are 
acting in the present and long-term in-
terests of this country—that we have 
to do it in such a way that when it is 
concluded we have across the board 
supported the American public to con-
tinue to move forward stronger. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 27, 2006, AT 2 P.M. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, pursuant to H. Con. 
Res. 345, the Senate stands adjourned 
until 2 p.m. on Monday, February 27, 
2006. 

Thereupon, at 1:25 p.m., the Senate 
adjourned until Monday, February 27, 
2006, at 2 p.m. 

f

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate February 17, 2006:

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

LINDA AVERY STRACHAN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, VICE MARY 
KIRTLEY WATERS.

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

RANDALL L. TOBIAS, OF INDIANA, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, VICE ANDREW S. NATSIOS, 
RESIGNED.

FOREIGN SERVICE

THE FOLLOWING-NAMED PERSONS OF THE AGENCIES 
INDICATED FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OF-
FICERS OF THE CLASS STATED. FOR APPOINTMENT AS 
FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF CLASS ONE, CONSULAR 
OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BRENT ROYAL BOHNE, OF MINNESOTA 

FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS OF 
CLASS TWO, CONSULAR OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES IN 
THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JACQUELINE K. MCKENNAN, OF MONTANA
WILLIAM STEUER, OF TEXAS 

FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS OF 
CLASS THREE, CONSULAR OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES 
IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

KATHLEEN A. FITZGIBBON, OF VIRGINIA
TIMOTHY E. GERHARDSON, OF VIRGINIA
DEHAB GHEBREAB, OF VIRGINIA
WILLIAM ALEXANDER JAMES, OF THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA
MONA A. KUNTZ, OF FLORIDA

FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS OF 
CLASS FOUR, CONSULAR OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES IN 
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