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struggle against the Japanese East Indies’ of-
fensive. 

The USS Houston was ordered to leave the 
area on February 28, 1942. Along with the 
Australian light cruiser Perth, the USS Hous-
ton encountered a strong Japanese navy force 
supporting an amphibious landing on western 
Java. On March 1, 1942, in a courageous 
night battle against all odds, Houston and 
Perth were sunk by enemy gunfire and tor-
pedoes. 

Six hundred and ninety-two U.S. Sailors and 
Marines, 2⁄3 of the crew, including the Captain, 
perished that evening. The remaining 368 sur-
viving crewmen were captured by the Japa-
nese Imperial Army. The ship became known 
as the ‘‘Galloping Ghost of the Java Coast.’’ 

Details of Houston’s fate was not known by 
the world for almost 3 and 1⁄2 years, and the 
full story of her brave plight was not fully told 
until after the war was over and her survivors 
were liberated from prison camps. 

Next Saturday in my home state of Texas, 
survivors, their families, friends and represent-
atives of the Naval Order of the U.S. and sev-
eral foreign nations will converge at the USS 
Houston Memorial in Sam Houston Park for a 
memorial service to honor the warship and her 
courageous crew. 

The members of the Greatest Generation 
that were aboard the USS Houston were true 
American heroes. They represent the finest 
the Nation has ever produced. We honor the 
brave sailors, Marines and their crew who 
served on the USS Houston and we thank 
them for the sacrifices they made for freedom. 
We also pay tribute to the families of those 
who lost their lives in doing so. The heroic 
freedom fighters aboard the USS Houston will 
never be forgotten. They have made Texas 
proud. That’s just the way it is. 
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RECOGNIZING CITY OF RIO 
RANCHO’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 16, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize the City of Rio 
Rancho on its 25th anniversary of being incor-
porated. 

Started nearly 50 years ago as an invest-
ment and retirement community, Rio Rancho 
has blossomed into the third-largest city in the 
State of New Mexico and one of the fastest 
growing communities in our country. 

Rio Rancho has become a model for its 
commitment to economic development, acquir-
ing technology-based jobs, providing afford-
able housing, and establishing a first-rate pub-
lic school system. The city has made these 
significant advancements while maintaining a 
high quality of life for residents. For these 
qualities and much more, the ‘‘City of Vision’’ 
is to be commended. 

It is my privilege and honor to serve as Rio 
Rancho’s Member of Congress. I look forward 
to the ‘‘City of Vision’s’’ continued success 
and prosperity. 

Once again, best wishes and congratula-
tions on turning 25 Rio Rancho. 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S FOUN-
DATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 16, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor a unique and valuable organization that 
for the past 50 years has been partnering with 
employers to build successful workplaces and 
empowering workingwomen to achieve their 
full potential. The Business and Professional 
Women’s Foundation will be celebrating its 
50th anniversary all year long starting on its 
incorporation date, February 27, 2006. I ask 
all of my colleagues to join me in saluting the 
Business and Professional Women’s Founda-
tion’s record of helping workingwomen and 
their families in the areas of research, edu-
cation, knowledge and policy. 

Established in 1956, the BPW Foundation is 
a nonprofit research, and educational institu-
tion governed by a volunteer Board of Trust-
ees. As a national convener, the foundation 
has influenced, informed, and educated presi-
dents, Members of Congress, state officials, 
policymakers, women of influence—making re-
search and educational resources available 
that accurately portray the challenges and im-
portant role of workingwomen. 

This year, the Business and Professional 
Women’s Foundation will actively engage 
workingwomen and employers in dynamic dis-
cussions, innovative research projects, and 
exciting educational opportunities. These ac-
tivities will empower workingwomen and help 
build successful workplaces. Even as the 
BPW Foundation embraces its 50-year history 
as a research and education institution, it is 
setting the stage for a whole new phase of 
growth and engagement. 

The 50th anniversary celebration will high-
light the history of the BPW Foundation and its 
many milestones in the areas of research, 
education, knowledge and policy. The BPW 
Foundation has made its mark over the past 
50 years, making a tangible difference in the 
lives of American workingwomen and their 
families. To date, $6 million in scholarships, 
grants, and loans have been awarded to more 
than 8,000 women and valuable research has 
been published that assists employers to im-
prove work environments and workingwomen 
to pursue career advancement. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to pay tribute to 
the Business and Professional Women’s 
Foundation. As the first foundation to conduct 
research about workingwomen, their 5 dec-
ades of commitment to workingwomen has 
made an incredible difference in women’s 
lives. I am confident that they will ‘‘Light the 
Way’’ for future generations of workingwomen. 
I ask all of my colleagues to join me in thank-
ing the BPW Foundation for their contribution 
to our country. 

TRIBUTE ON THE RETIREMENT OF 
BISHOP JAMES H. GARLAND 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 16, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an outstanding man of faith, The 
Most Reverend James H. Garland, the Bishop 
Emeritus of the Diocese of Marquette. On De-
cember 13, 2005, Bishop Garland officially re-
tired as the Bishop of Marquette; serving as 
Diocesan Administrator until January 25, 2006, 
when The Most Reverend Alexander K. Sam-
ple was ordained and installed as the twelfth 
Bishop of Marquette. On February 26, 2006, 
the Diocese of Marquette will host a retirement 
gathering for Bishop Garland to show their ap-
preciation for his ministry and leadership. 
Bishop Garland has been committed to the 
ministry and service for the Diocese of Mar-
quette for 13 years, and 47 years as an or-
dained priest. Bishop Garland’s contribution to 
the Catholic Church and his faith has touched 
so many lives in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
and beyond. 

Bishop Garland was born to Ada and Leo 
Garland on December 13, 1931. Growing up 
on a farm in Wilmington, OH, young James 
Garland learned the value of hard work by 
sharing chores with his four brothers and two 
sisters. That Midwest work ethic would come 
in handy years later when he studied at Ohio 
State University. In 1953, Bishop Garland 
graduated from Ohio State receiving a bach-
elor’s degree in Education. 

Immediately upon graduating, Bishop Gar-
land began studying at the seminaries of the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati and in 1960 re-
ceived a Master’s Degree in Philosophy from 
Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary of the West. 
Several years later in 1965, he went on to ob-
tain a Master’s Degree in Social Work from 
the Catholic University of America in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Bishop Garland served in several parishes 
after being ordained to the priesthood for the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati on August 15, 1959. 
Through the years, he directed offices of 
Catholic Charities in Springfield and Dayton, 
OH before directing the Archdiocesan Offices 
of Catholic Charities. On June 2, 1984 Pope 
John Paul II appointed Bishop Garland to the 
Episcopacy and then, on July 25, 1984, or-
dained him Titular Bishop of Garriana and 
Auxiliary to the Archbishop of Cincinnati. At 
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, he directed the 
Archdiocesan Departments of Community 
Services and Pastoral Services. 

It was not until November 11, 1992 that 
Marquette, MI was blessed with the wisdom 
and guidance of James H. Garland when he 
was installed as the eleventh Bishop of the Di-
ocese of Marquette. Since that time, Bishop 
Garland has served on the Administrative 
Committee and Board of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. From Novem-
ber 1992 to November 1995 he also served as 
Chairman of the United States Catholic Con-
ference Committee for the Campaign for 
Human Development. From November 1995 
to November 1997 he served as the Chair-
person of the Bishops of the Region VI of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
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During his time as Bishop of the Diocese of 

Marquette, Bishop Garland also began the 
Legacy of Faith to raise $10 million toward the 
Diocese’s endowment campaign. To accom-
plish such a feat, he recruited the Bishop’s 
Ambassadors to help achieve the objective of 
allowing future generations the opportunity to 
experience all that the tradition of faith has to 
offer. Among the many wonderful causes this 
campaign has aided, it has benefited Catholic 
schools and the Upper Peninsula Catholic So-
cial Services. My wife Laurie and I have 
proudly served as Ambassadors humbly as-
sisting with this valiant effort. 

Throughout his nearly 50 years of ministry, 
Bishop Garland has touched many lives and 
bestowed many lessons of faith. Although 
Bishop Garland is retiring, he will continue to 
help people and serve his faith. He plans to 
stay in Marquette to remain involved with the 
church. When called upon, he looks forward to 
substituting for local priests and celebrating 
confirmations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in thanking Bishop 
James H. Garland for his service to the Dio-
cese of Marquette, to the Holy Catholic 
Church and his tireless dedication to the value 
of education and involvement in his faith com-
munity. Beyond the incredible credentials, 
leadership roles and accomplishments that 
span his lifetime, Bishop Garland has shown 
unwavering commitment to the people he has 
served. He has truly done God’s work through 
his teachings and as a role model for parish-
ioners. 
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REMEMBERING JACK HERRITY OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 16, 2006 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for 
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia and I to remember 
the Honorable John F. ‘‘Jack’’ Herrity, former 
chairman of the Fairfax County, Virginia, 
Board of Supervisors, who passed away on 
February 1. If anyone is worthy of the title ‘‘Mr. 
Fairfax,’’ Jack Herrity is that person. 

A driven leader during his time with the Fair-
fax County Board, Jack was the guiding force 
in setting the firm foundation for a growing and 
developing Fairfax County. His leadership 
brought us the Fairfax County Parkway, Inter-
state 66 inside the Beltway and the Dulles Ac-
cess Road. The Virginia General Assembly 
aptly named the Fairfax County Parkway in his 
honor in 1995. 

After attending Georgetown University as an 
undergraduate and as a law student, Jack 
formed Jack Herrity and Associates, a pension 
planning and insurance business. But public 
service was Jack’s forte. He quickly became 
engaged in northern Virginia politics, serving 
on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
from 1971 to 1987. He was elected chairman 
of the board in 1975 and served three terms. 
He recognized the potential of Fairfax County 
to become the largest jurisdiction in the Wash-
ington area and helped develop the once 
sleepy rural crossroads, Tysons Corner, into 
the thriving commercial district it is today. 

Jack Herrity carved a place which is now 
and will forever be unmatched in Fairfax 
County history. We honor and remember Jack 
for his countless accomplishments and unwav-
ering dedication to the people of Fairfax Coun-
ty. We insert for the RECORD a Washington 
Post obituary from February 2. Jack will be 
deeply missed by the people of Fairfax Coun-
ty, and at home by his family. 

[From the Washington Post, Feb. 2, 2006] 
(By Lisa Rein and Peter Baker) 

John F. ‘‘Jack’’ Herrity, the former chair-
man of the Fairfax Board of Supervisors who 
ushered in a development boom that trans-
formed the county from sleepy bedroom 
community to suburban colossus, died yes-
terday of heart failure. He was 74. 

Herrity, whose scrappy battle with a weak 
heart first endeared him to Fairfax voters in 
the 1970s, succumbed to an aortic aneurysm 
at Inova Fairfax Hospital, where he was ad-
mitted two weeks ago with chest pain. He 
had a heart transplant 12 years ago. 

In his heyday, Herrity dominated Northern 
Virginia politics as few others have, com-
manding attention with his pugnacious style 
and unabashedly pro-growth policies. His 
was a classic rise-and-fall political story— 
from his landslide victories as the Fairfax 
economy soared to unprecedented heights to 
his crushing defeat in 1987 when the on-
slaught of new cars finally overwhelmed 
county roads and voter patience. 

Herrity was engaged in county affairs until 
the end. From his hospital bed last week, he 
was asking former aides to help run his like-
ly campaign for board chairman next year, a 
race he lost in 2003 in a Republican primary. 
He was busy fighting plans to extend Metro-
rail to Dulles International Airport, saying 
the expense could not be justified. And, in an 
about-face some local politicians saw as cyn-
ical, he had joined in recent months with 
grass-roots activists—and the woman who 
defeated him, slow-growth Democrat Audrey 
Moore—to fight dense development planned 
for the county’s last slivers of open space. He 
was at meetings almost every night. 

‘‘To Jack’s credit, if he had a difference of 
opinion [with the county’s leadership], he 
never sat on his hands,’’ Eric Lundberg, the 
Fairfax GOP chairman, said. ‘‘He was willing 
to engage in the battle.’’ 

Herrity could be seen most mornings in a 
floppy wide-brimmed hat walking his black 
Labrador retriever, Raven, on the W & OD 
trail near his Vienna home, where he lived 
with his wife, JoAnn Spevacek-Herrity. They 
married in November. 

‘‘He’s a piece of our history,’’ said Board 
Chairman Gerald E. Connolly (D), who or-
dered county flags flown at half-staff yester-
day. ‘‘He was a political adversary, but he 
would do it more often than not with a cer-
tain twinkle in his eye. It was more the love 
of the fight than the substance of the mo-
ment.’’ 

Herrity was the fourth person to serve as 
countywide chairman but the first to hold 
the job for a full term, let alone three. He de-
fined the role as a quasi-mayoral position 
even though it has no real executive power. 

He played a major role in building what 
was commonly referred to as the economic 
engine of Virginia. By fostering a super-
heated business environment, he helped lure 
Fortune 500 companies such as what was 
then known as the Mobil Corp. to Fairfax 
and convert a suburban crossroads called 
Tysons Corner into a commercial center 
larger than downtown Miami. 

‘‘Instead of jobs going out of the county,’’ 
Herrity wanted jobs to stay in the county, 

Northern Virginia developer John T. ‘‘Til’’ 
Hazel said. 

During this period of growth under 
Herrity, more than 1,000 people moved into 
Fairfax every month. The county grew into 
the largest jurisdiction in the Washington 
area. From Herrity’s first election as chair-
man in 1975 to his ouster in 1987, the county’s 
population jumped by more than a third, 
from 554,500 to 746,600—surpassing most U.S. 
cities and even several states. Today, more 
than 1 million people live in Fairfax. 

He was an advocate for improving the 
county’s road network and pushed to widen 
Interstate 66 inside the Capital Beltway. He 
first opposed, then campaigned hard for a 
major new road cutting through the county’s 
midsection. 

The General Assembly named the Fairfax 
County Parkway in his honor in 1995. 

It was his quick-witted, never-say-die 
brand of politics that earned him a loyal fol-
lowing during a crucial transition period in 
Fairfax history. 

With his burly build, balding pate and 
ever-present U.S. flag lapel pin, Herrity be-
came a familiar figure in political and civic 
circles. Known simply as Jack, he criss-
crossed the 399-square-mile county almost 
every day in search of any gathering of two 
or more people, often driving so fast that he 
collected a glove compartment full of speed-
ing tickets that became legendary. 

Throughout his tenure, Herrity was noto-
rious for his penchant for the outrageous, 
shoot-from-the-hip statements. 

When county officials were thinking about 
building a major government center, he sug-
gested that they instead ‘‘build a circus tent 
and put the bureaucrats in it.’’ He called 
Metro, which opened while he was in office, 
a ‘‘Mighty Expensive Transportation Rip 
Off.’’ 

His tart tongue extended to his rivals as 
well. In 1987, he derided Moore as a gadfly 
with so little support on the board that, if 
she made the motion, she ‘‘couldn’t get a 
second to go to the bathroom.’’ Four years 
later, he dismissed Rep. Thomas M. Davis III 
(R-Fairfax) as a ‘‘left-wing liberal’’ whose 
support from a taxpayers group was ‘‘like 
the chicken endorsing the fox.’’ His relation-
ships with both had softened in recent years. 

Herrity saw no reason to apologize for his 
close alliance with the region’s powerful de-
velopers, who he said had helped create a 
quality of life envied across the country— 
high-paying jobs, good schools, low crime. 

But his ties to the real estate industry be-
came his political undoing. 

His 1986 conviction on a misdemeanor con-
flict-of-interest charge for failing to disclose 
a relationship with a builder only cemented 
Herrity’s public image as a handmaiden of 
developers. By then, voter support for the 
breakneck pace of construction had dis-
solved amid maddening traffic gridlock. He 
suffered a major indignity in 1987 when he 
lost his prized office to Moore by more than 
21 percentage points. 

He never fully accepted defeat. Years later, 
his address in his telephone book was still 
the county government headquarters. 

‘‘This was Jack’s life,’’ Davis recalled. 
‘‘When he was defeated he couldn’t move on 
to something else. He was a doer. He could 
never sit still.’’ 

The comeback Herrity methodically plot-
ted collapsed in 1991 when he lost the GOP 
nomination for chairman to Davis, his one- 
time protege, who also handpicked a Repub-
lican to run against him in the 2003 primary 
for board chairman. Since his departure from 
elective politics, Herrity also failed at bids 
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