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on this, not Chertoff. This was not a se-
curity issue; it was a business issue. I 
am sorry to say that any time in this 
administration when it is business 
versus security, business wins. 

No effort was made to brief Congress, 
relevant States, or the port authori-
ties. The decision seems to have ig-
nored the truth about Dubai, one of the 
seven city states of the United Arab 
Emirates. Of course, we are told now 
that the United Arab Emirates wants 
to be a friend of the United States. Ev-
erybody knows we need more friends in 
the world, that is for sure. But we can-
not ignore the historical connection of 
the United Arab Emirates to terrorism 
and the proliferation of terrorism. The 
United Arab Emirates was only one of 
three nations in the world to recognize 
the government of the Taliban, the 
government which allowed Osama bin 
Laden and al-Qaida development. 

The 9/11 Commission found that UAE 
represented a persistent counter- 
terrorism problem for the United 
States. Terrorism money has been 
laundered through UAE, and 11 of the 
hijackers flew from Dubai to the 
United States in preparation for the at-
tacks. 

Bin Laden’s operatives are said to 
have used Dubai as a logistical hub 
after 9/11. In 2004, it was exposed that 
Dubai was the center of the world’s 
largest nuclear weapons proliferation 
ring, as the AQ Khan network used 
Dubai to traffic nuclear weapons tech-
nology to the highest bidders. 

Finally, according to Freedom House, 
a nonpartisan and highly respected or-
ganization often cited by the Bush ad-
ministration, the United Arab Emir-
ates is not free, not democratic, and 
has been found to engage in human 
trafficking and forced child labor. So, 
of course, we need them to be our ally. 
I think they can be our ally on a range 
of issues, but right now we better stop 
and look at what we are doing.

There are significant national secu-
rity considerations involved in this 
deal that have never been considered 
by the President. They must be consid-
ered in the post-9/11 world. That is 
what the law and our Nation’s security 
require. After fumbling this process so 
badly, the President decided yesterday 
to accept the company’s 45-day inves-
tigation of the port sale. 

While this is a good first step, the ad-
ministration’s consistent involvement 
in this, which has not been positive, 
makes me skeptical. There is no indi-
cation that they will do better in 45 
days than they did in 14. 

The lesson of 9/11 is that we cannot 
leave any stone unturned. So I call 
upon this administration to take three 
steps concerning our ports and this 
sale, in particular. First, during the 
next 45 days, I urge the President to 
take a hard look at the national secu-
rity implications of this arrangement. 
He cannot leave this decision to under 

secretaries and deputies. He needs to 
get involved and provide leadership. 

Second, he needs to work with Con-
gress to fix the review process. We need 
to make sure that all future sales of 
critical infrastructure go under an 
automatic 45-day review, and that the 
President personally signs off on deals 
such as this, and that Congress is kept 
informed throughout the process. 

Finally, there is something else the 
President needs to do with our ports: 
Make a real commitment to port secu-
rity. We have known for years how vul-
nerable our ports are. Only 5 percent of 
the containers coming into this coun-
try are inspected. For years, we have 
tried to make them more secure. Un-
fortunately, every time we bring a 
measure to the floor, it is defeated on 
a party-line vote. They have fought us 
every step of the way, going as far as 
eliminating grants to port security in 
next year’s budget. 

If the President is serious about pro-
tecting our ports, he will reconsider 
this decision and join with Democrats 
to do everything we can to keep our 
ports safe. 

The President’s second chance to 
turn incompetence into progress comes 
in Iraq. To be successful in Iraq, there 
must be victory on three fronts: the se-
curity front, the political front, and 
the economic or reconstruction front. 
Unfortunately, on all three fronts 
there is only incompetence by the ad-
ministration right now. 

On the security front, we have gone 
from having one Iraqi battalion capa-
ble of operating independently to zero. 
We have gone backward. Our troops 
and our generals are performing brave-
ly, doing their job with honor every 
day. Unfortunately, they have been let 
down by our civilian leaders time and 
time again. The political leaders of 
this administration didn’t have a plan 
to win the peace. They sent our troops 
into battle without the equipment they 
needed. According to Paul Bremer, 
Provincial Governor of Iraq, in his 
book, this administration denied the 
military’s request to put more troops 
on the ground so we could control 
Baghdad and Iraq’s borders. We know 
that General Shinseki said we would 
need more than 200,000 troops. He was 
fired. We know Larry Lindsay, who was 
the President’s chief economic adviser, 
said the war would cost us $100 billion. 
He was fired. 

The political front has been mired by 
similar incompetence. To achieve po-
litical victory, we need the Iraqi people 
to work together, but the raging vio-
lence between the Shia and Sunnis last 
week shows how far we are from that 
goal. 

President Bush cannot fulfill his re-
sponsibilities simply by placing a peri-
odic phone call to the Iraqi leadership. 
He needs to be personally involved. The 
job of bringing all the factions together 
has been delegated to our fine Ambas-

sador on the ground. The Secretary of 
State was in the region last week, but 
she apparently didn’t have time to stop 
in Iraq and impress upon the Iraqi lead-
ership the importance of coming to-
gether to form a government. 

On the reconstruction front, things 
are just as bleak. The Iraqi people still 
lack basic infrastructure. We don’t 
know how many Iraqis are getting 
drinkable water. Their oil and elec-
trical output continues to decline, and 
it is lower than before the war started. 
On reconstruction, only $3 billion has 
been delivered. The money has been 
spent, mired in fraud, with teams of 
Justice Department lawyers inves-
tigating contractor fraud and crimes 
by Americans running this civil au-
thority. 

It is long past time for President 
Bush to come forward with a strategy 
to complete the mission in Iraq. We are 
losing ground on the three key fronts: 
economic, military, and political. The 
window of opportunity for the Iraqi 
people and this administration to get 
things right grows smaller every day. 

If the President is serious about our 
security, he will identify a strategy for 
achieving the remaining objectives 
that must be met in Iraq. We will pay 
a real price if the incompetence con-
tinues in Iraq. As the New York Times 
reported Friday, leaders across the 
Middle East fear that violence could 
spread from Iraq across the entire re-
gion. The President must get a handle 
on Iraq and do it now. 

On these three issues and other 
issues, we reach out to the President. 
We are willing to work with the Presi-
dent, but he must understand that it 
cannot be only his way; we have to 
work together. If we do this, we can 
have a better country. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). Morning business is now 
closed. 

f 

USA PATRIOT ACT ADDITIONAL 
REAUTHORIZING AMENDMENTS 
ACT OF 2006 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 2271, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2271) to clarify that individuals 

who receive FISA orders can challenge non-
disclosure requirements, that individuals 
who receive national security letters are not 
required to disclose the name of their attor-
ney, that libraries are not wire or electronic 
communication service providers unless they 
provide specific services, and for other pur-
poses. 

Pending: 
Frist amendment No. 2895, to establish the 

enactment date of the Act. 
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