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In keeping with the kind of person 

Eric was, his last act was to give life to 
others through the gift of organ dona-
tion. He is survived by his wife Kirsten, 
their two young children, Austin and 
Madison, his mother and father, Kay 
and John, and his sister Leesa. Mr. 
President, Eric Namesnik’s medals 
may have been silver but his heart was 
pure gold. He will be deeply missed.∑ 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF CURT 
GOWDY 

∑ Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the life and 
memory of Curtis Edward Gowdy. 
Sadly, Curt passed away on February 
20, at the age of 86. 

Curt was born on July 31, 1919, in 
Green River, WY. Curt’s passion for 
sports began early in life. He grew up 
in Laramie, WY, hunting and fishing in 
some of America’s most beautiful 
country. When Curt began playing bas-
ketball in high school, he became Wyo-
ming’s leading high school scorer, 
standing only 5 feet 9 inches tall. After 
high school graduation, Curt enrolled 
at the University of Wyoming, where 
he played as a forward on the Cowboy 
basketball team, earning three varsity 
letters. He also lettered three times in 
tennis before graduating from the Uni-
versity in 1942 with a degree in busi-
ness statistics. 

With college behind him, Curt joined 
the Army Air Forces to serve his coun-
try as a fighter pilot in World War II. 
However, a ruptured disk from an ear-
lier sports injury disqualified him from 
service, and he was medically dis-
charged. While recuperating from a spi-
nal operation in Cheyenne, a radio sta-
tion asked him to announce for the 
eastern Wyoming high school football 
championship game in November of 
1943. And so began the career of one of 
the greatest play-by-play sports an-
nouncers our country has ever known. 

Soon after covering the Wyoming 
high school football championship, 
Curt was hired by a CBS radio affiliate 
in Oklahoma City to call University of 
Oklahoma football games. In 1949, he 
joined Mel Allen to broadcast New 
York Yankee games, and 2 years later, 
he became the No. 1 broadcaster for the 
Boston Red Sox. He remained the radio 
voice of the Red Sox for 15 years. As 
Dick Vitale stated, ‘‘Gowdy had a love 
affair with the microphone and his fans 
had a love affair with him.’’ During 
this time, Curt also began television 
broadcasting, covering college and 
American Football League games in 
addition to baseball. 

When NBC picked up the AFL games 
in 1966, Curt Gowdy became the leading 
personality of NBC Sports. He covered 
World Series, Super Bowls, NCAA final 
four championships, Olympic Games 
and somehow found time for his ‘‘Game 
of the Week’’ broadcast. Curt also re-
mained the host and producer of ABC’s 

‘‘The American Sportsman’’ for nearly 
20 years. 

In later years, Curt was the host and 
producer of the public television series, 
‘‘The Way It Was,’’ reminiscing of 
great games with a panel of players 
who had participated in them. Gowdy 
also provided historic commentary for 
the HBO Sports program ‘‘Inside the 
NFL.’’ In 2003, Gowdy returned to 
Fenway Park to call a Red Sox game 
against the Yankees as part of an 
ESPN promotion that brought back 
great broadcasters. He also coauthored 
two books, ‘‘Cowboy at the Mike’’ and 
‘‘Seasons to Remember: The Way It 
Was in American Sports.’’ 

For his outstanding work, Curt was 
recognized in many ways. In 1970, he 
was the first sportscaster to be award-
ed the Peabody Award for Outstanding 
Journalistic Achievement. He was 
named the National Sportscaster of the 
Year seven times, and he received sev-
eral Emmy awards for his work in tele-
vision, including a lifetime achieve-
ment Emmy in 1992. 

Curt was also inducted into numer-
ous sports halls of fame. These include 
the broadcast wing of the Baseball Hall 
of Fame, the Sports Writers and Broad-
casters Hall of Fame, the Oklahoma 
Sports Hall of Fame, the American 
Sportscasters Hall of Fame, the Inter-
national Fishing Hall of Fame, the 
Rose Bowl Hall of Fame, the Boston 
Red Sox Hall of Fame, the Wyoming 
Sports Hall of Fame, the Wyoming 
Outdoor Hall of Fame, and the Univer-
sity of Wyoming Athletics Hall of 
Fame. In 1993, he received the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame Pete Rozelle 
Award for longtime exceptional con-
tributions to radio and television in 
professional football. In addition, the 
Basketball Hall of Fame media award 
was named in honor of Curt, who 
served as president of the Basketball 
Hall of Fame for seven consecutive 1- 
year terms. 

Wyoming swells with pride for our 
native son. Our State declared March 
27, 1972, ‘‘Curt Gowdy Day,’’ and held a 
large celebration in his honor. During 
the festivities, the University of Wyo-
ming awarded Curt an honorary law de-
gree, and the State named an 11,000- 
acre State park after him. Most re-
cently, Curt was selected as a Wyoming 
Citizen of the Century Sports Finalist. 

Mr. President, Curt made a point to 
get back to his home State regularly. 
He once referred to Wyoming fondly as 
the place ‘‘where I grew up with a fly 
rod in one hand and, a little later, a 
radio mike in the other.’’ Those of us 
who had the pleasure of knowing Curt 
remember him that way. He will be 
sorely missed.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PRESTON ROBERT 
TISCH 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay my respects to someone I 

knew very well, Preston Robert Tisch, 
who passed away last month of brain 
cancer. He was a distinguished Amer-
ican who, along with his brother, Lau-
rence, built a giant financial enter-
prise. Bob was eminently successful at 
everything he did, particularly in his 
role as a husband, father, and grand-
father. 

I, like all who had contact with Bob 
Tisch, treasure my times with him. I 
send my deepest condolences to his 
wife and family. I ask to have printed 
in the RECORD a statement released by 
the New York Giants organization that 
so perfectly describes the life and ac-
complishments of Bob Tisch. 

He will be long remembered for his 
productive life and his legacy of impor-
tant leadership in all of his endeavors. 
We are all better off for Bob Tisch’s 
contributions to our country. 

The material follows. 
PRESTON ROBERT TISCH (1926–2005) 

Preston Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Tisch, the Giants’ 
Chairman and Co-Chief Executive Officer, 
one of the nation’s most respected and suc-
cessful businessmen, a former United States 
Postmaster General, and an extremely gen-
erous philanthropist, died Tuesday night. 

Tisch passed away trom inoperable brain 
cancer, which was first diagnosed in the 
summer of 2004. He was 79. His death comes 
just three weeks after the passing of his fel-
low owner, Wellington Mara, who died of 
cancer on October 25 at the age of 89. 

Tisch realized a longtime dream in 1991 
when he completed negotiations with Wel-
lington Mara’s nephew, Tim Mara, and his 
family and paid $75 million for a 50 percent 
interest in the Giants. 

‘‘I was very fortunate,’’ Tisch said in a 2002 
interview. ‘‘I got a call trom (former Cleve-
land and Baltimore owner) Art Modell tell-
ing me that Tim Mara wanted to sell his half 
of the team and asking me if I would be in-
terested in purchasing it. I met with Wel-
lington Mara and John Mara and said I’d be 
very interested. There were no problems 
with them, and then I bought my share of 
the team from Tim Mara. It’s been a great 
relationship and a great boon to me. I’m 
very happy to be the 50 percent owner of the 
New York Giants.’’ 

Tisch played an active role in the organiza-
tion. As a member of the National Football 
League’s Finance and Super Bowl Policy 
Committees, he attained a prominence in the 
sports arena equal to his position in the 
world of business. 

Owning the Giants was one of many ca-
reers Tisch pursued simultaneously. Forbes 
magazine ranks him 56th on its list of the 
country’s 400 wealthiest people and esti-
mates his net worth to be about $3.9 billion. 

He was the Chairman and Director of the 
Loews Corporation, one of the country’s 
most successful financial companies. The 
company, with a 2004 net income of $1.2 bil-
lion and assets exceeding $74 billion, owns 
and operates 91 percent of CNA Financial 
Corporation; 100 percent of Lorillard; 100 per-
cent of Boardwalk Pipelines, which consists 
of Texas Gas Transmission and Gulf South 
Pipelines; 52 percent of Diamond Offshore 
Drilling; 100 percent of Loews Hotels and 100 
percent of Bulova. 

Tisch served as Postmaster General of the 
United States from August 1986 until return-
ing to New York in March 1988. Prior to his 
appointment as Postmaster, he served as 
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