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I think the Edison Rock is a fitting tribute— 

not only because it is very big and very 
heavy—something like 62 tons—but because, 
like most rocks, it is very old. 

That’s significant. 
In order to rank the importance of Thomas 

Edison’s achievement of the first, practical 
light bulb you have to go back a long, long 
way— 

In fact, you have to go back to the very be-
ginning—to the Bible and the Book of Gen-
esis, where it says: ‘‘And God said, let there 
be light—and there was light. ‘‘ 

Of course, God meant there was sunlight— 
and don’t get me wrong—that was a great 
start. 

But the only problem with sunlight is that it 
lasts only when the sun is out. 

It wasn’t until thousands of years later when 
Thomas Edison said,—‘‘Let there be light’’— 
and finally we had light during the other half 
of the day. 

The significance of this invention can never 
be exaggerated. 

Electric light was the spark that ignited the 
Industrial Revolution and all the technological 
breakthroughs that followed. 

America’s work ethic is also part of Edison’s 
extraordinary legacy. Although Edison was un-
doubtedly a genius, he never thought of him-
self as one. In fact, he always claimed that his 
inventions were the product of hard work. 
‘‘Genius is one percent inspiration, 99 percent 
perspiration’’ was one of his most famous 
quotes. 

Thomas Edison actually struggled for years 
and built more than 6,000 prototypes before 
he came up with the successful design for the 
light bulb. 

He made us believe that through hard work, 
anything can be accomplished. 

Edison gave us many gifts—the light bulb— 
the phonograph—the motion picture camera— 
as well as hundreds of other inventions that 
have shaped our modem world. 

The phrase—‘‘Good old American ingenuity’’ 
describes the ‘‘can-do’’ spirit of our nation— 
our ability to take on any problem and come 
up with a solution. 

Edison was the personification of American 
opportunity. He didn’t grow up as a member of 
the privileged class. 

He was just an average American, who 
through a lot of hard work and a little inspira-
tion became one of the most famous and influ-
ential people in history. 

And so he gave us many gifts—the light 
bulb, the phonograph, the motion picture cam-
era as well as hundreds of other inventions 
that have shaped our modern world. 

But possibly his greatest gift to us was his 
representation of the American spirit. 

For when we think of Thomas Edison, we 
believe that anything is possible. 

Edison’s ability to take on the most difficult 
problems of mankind—and come up with an 
invention that could make everyone’s life bet-
ter is a source of American pride. 

We believe that American know-how and 
American ingenuity are among the characteris-
tics that make our nation great. 

That’s why I’m confident in our nation. 
I’m confident in our ability to do whatever it 

takes to assure the safety of our nation and 
the success of liberty. 

And it’s our nation that continues to bring 
the light of liberty to the world. 

And finally, we believe that you can grow up 
in Port Huron, Michigan—or thousands of 
other communities across America—and in ev-
eryone of them you have the opportunity to 
reach for greatness. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
additional speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
RENZI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1096, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

STE. GENEVIEVE COUNTY NA-
TIONAL HISTORIC SITE STUDY 
ACT OF 2005 

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1728) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to study the suitability 
and feasibility of designating the 
French Colonial Heritage Area in the 
State of Missouri as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 1728 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ste. Gene-
vieve County National Historic Site Study 
Act of 2005’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) AREA.—The term ‘‘Area’’ means Ste. 

Genevieve County, Missouri, which includes 
the Bequette-Ribault, St. Gemme- 
Amoureaux, and Wilhauk homes, and the re-
lated and supporting historical assets lo-
cated in Ste. Genevieve County, Missouri. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Director of the National Park 
Service. 
SEC. 3. STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years 
after the date on which funds are made avail-
able to carry out this Act, the Secretary 
shall, in consultation with the State of Mis-
souri— 

(1) complete a study on the suitability and 
feasibility of designating the Area as a unit 
of the National Park System, which shall in-
clude the potential impact that designation 
of the area as a unit of the National Park 

System is likely to have on land within the 
proposed area or bordering the proposed area 
that is privately owned at the time that the 
study is conducted; and 

(2) submit to the Committee on Resources 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
of the Senate a report describing the findings 
of the study. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The study under subsection 
(a) shall be conducted in accordance with 
Public Law 91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a–1 et seq.). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. RENZI) and the gentleman 
from West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1728, introduced by 

Congressman RUSS CARNAHAN of Mis-
souri and amended by the Resources 
Committee, would authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a 
study of the feasibility of designating 
the French Colonial Heritage Area in 
eastern Missouri as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System. This area contains 
some of the only existing examples of 
the French colonial period settlement 
in North America dating to circa 1785. 

I urge adoption of the bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I do commend the gen-

tleman from Missouri, Representative 
CARNAHAN, for valuing the historic and 
cultural resources which make his dis-
trict unique and for seeking ways to in-
terpret and share those resources more 
broadly. 

I spoke with him personally on the 
phone last night. He is in his district at 
the current time attending very impor-
tant activities, but this legislation is 
just as important to him. Otherwise, he 
would be here speaking on this person-
ally. 

If the study we are authorizing today 
should support such a move, we look 
forward to working with Representa-
tive CARNAHAN on legislation to make 
this area a unit of the National Park 
System. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
1728. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 1728, the Ste. Genevieve 
County National Historic Site Study Act of 
2005. 

This bill will authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to study the feasibility of designating 
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areas within Ste. Genevieve County, Missouri, 
as a unit of the National Park System. 

This study is important to the area, as it will 
help preserve the great history in the region. 

Ste. Genevieve’s historical significance de-
rives from French colonial settlement in Mis-
souri. 

It was an outpost of the French empire and 
demonstrates France’s efforts to colonize the 
central region of North America. 

Today, Ste. Genevieve remains steeped in 
French tradition, both culturally and 
architecturally. 

The historic region in Ste. Genevieve has a 
rich collection of resources, including a signifi-
cant number of 18th century French colonial 
structures. 

Included in the proposed site study are two 
of the only five remaining vertical log houses 
known to survive in North America. 

Built around 1800, each stands together on 
their original sites, standing as a reflection of 
our history, which needs to be preserved for 
our future. 

In addition to these two homes, historic 
downtown Ste. Genevieve, as well as a com-
mon field used by French settlers, known as 
Le Grand Champ, are further examples of the 
history and tradition that exists in Ste. Gene-
vieve County. 

This bill is important because the study will 
not only ensure the preservation of local colo-
nial history, but it will result in economic devel-
opment from increased tourism and entrepre-
neurship. 

I’d like to thank Chairman POMBO and Rank-
ing Member RAHALL for their work on this bill. 
I would also like to thank my colleague and 
co-sponsor, Congresswoman EMERSON for her 
support. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
RENZI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1728, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to study the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating 
portions of Ste. Genevieve County in 
the State of Missouri as a unit of the 
National Park System, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CREATION OF 
THE NASCAR-HISTORICALLY 
BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES CONSORTIUM 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 677) recognizing the cre-
ation of the NASCAR-Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities Con-
sortium. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 677 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
ports that, while there are 1.3 million auto-
motive technicians currently employed, in-
dustry figures confirm that an additional 
50,000 technicians are needed to fill open po-
sitions each year; 

Whereas the National Automotive Dealers 
Association reports that 57 percent of their 
dealers’ operating profit is generated by 
their parts and service departments; that 
dealers consider it difficult to find a quali-
fied technician; and that 42 percent of all 
dealer technicians have been engaged in that 
line of work less than one year; 

Whereas the National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. (‘‘NASCAR’’), 
the NASCAR Universal Technical Institute, 
and a collaboration of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (‘‘HBCUs’’) have 
agreed to create a strategic alliance focused 
on increasing the number and quality of job 
opportunities for African-American students 
in key racing and other related automotive 
business activities including automotive en-
gineering and technology, automotive safe-
ty, sports marketing, and other automotive 
industry areas; 

Whereas NASCAR and its partner HBCUs 
are establishing a formal structure to in-
crease the number and quality of job oppor-
tunities for African-American students with 
NASCAR in key racing and other related 
automotive business activities through the 
NASCAR Universal Training Institute and 
the NASCAR Diversity Internship Program; 

Whereas NASCAR has agreed to efforts to 
enhance the identification of employment 
opportunities with NASCAR such as Intern-
ships, full time jobs, including entry level 
management positions, part-time jobs for 
college students, and post-graduate job 
placement for students pursuing under-
graduate and graduate degrees at partner 
HBCUs; 

Whereas NASCAR and its partner HBCUs 
have developed a program to increase aware-
ness, access to, and participation by African- 
American students in the NASCAR Universal 
Training Institute and NASCAR Diversity 
Internship Program by partner HBCUs for 
the racing and other related automotive in-
dustries; and 

Whereas NASCAR and the partner HBCUs 
will seek opportunities to establish and en-
hance the funding of targeted job develop-
ment activities by partner HBCUs, and to 
generate support for the HBCUs in their ef-
forts to enhance curriculum development in 
sports marketing, finance, human resource 
management and other automotive industry 
areas: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc., the NASCAR 
Universal Technical Institute, and a collabo-
ration of Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities, and their creation of a stra-
tegic alliance to increase the number and 
quality of job opportunities for African- 
American students in key racing and other 
related automotive business activities; 

(2) commends NASCAR, the NASCAR Uni-
versal Technical Institute, the NASCAR 
Technical Training Institute, and the His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities, for 
their efforts to increase the number and 
quality of job opportunities for African- 
American students in key racing and other 
related automotive business activities; and 

(3) encourages the Departments of Edu-
cation and Labor and other appropriate 

agencies of the Federal government to sup-
port this effort. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. KELLER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H. Res. 677. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of H. Res. 677, a measure to 
recognize the creation of the NASCAR- 
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Consortium. I thank the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) for 
offering this legislation and for his sup-
port of this important partnership. 

It is fitting that we are considering 
this resolution on the final day of 
Black History Month, 4 weeks during 
which our Nation has celebrated the 
countless contributions of African 
Americans to our Nation’s history. 

Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, or HBCUs, have played an im-
portant role in enriching the lives of 
not just African Americans, but our en-
tire country. In fact, President Bush 
once noted, ‘‘Our Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities opened the 
door to knowledge when other doors 
were barred. And today they offer ex-
citing opportunities to young people to 
contribute to their country.’’ 

While compromising only 3 percent 
of our Nation’s 2- and 4-year institu-
tions, HBCUs are responsible for pro-
ducing 28 percent of all bachelor’s de-
grees, 15 percent of all master’s de-
grees, and 17 percent of all first profes-
sional degrees earned by African Amer-
icans. And through its new partnership 
with the popular sport of NASCAR, the 
impact of HBCUs is sure to grow. 

The new NASCAR-HBCU Consortium 
will promote diversity throughout 
NASCAR, including its marketing, 
service, and engineering departments. 
This is particularly meaningful as our 
Nation seeks to increase the number of 
students studying math and science in 
college. According to the Department 
of Education’s most recent figures, 
only about 9 percent of students receiv-
ing a bachelor’s degree in math or 
science are African Americans, so the 
creation of this consortium could not 
have come at a better time. 

The United States must produce 
more students interested in math and 
science in order for our Nation to excel 
in an increasingly global economy. 
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