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Caribbean to that equation and the inter-
national scope of his efforts would become 
clear. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, every 
February, Americans celebrate Black History 
Month. This tribute dates back to 1926 and is 
credited to a Harvard scholar named Carter G. 
Woodson. The son of former slaves, Woodson 
dedicated his life to ensuring that black history 
was accurately documented and disseminated. 
In an effort to bring national attention to the 
contributions of black Americans, Woodson or-
ganized the first annual Negro History Week in 
1926. He chose the second week of February 
in honor of the birthdays of pivotal black sup-
porters Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lin-
coln. From Jackie Robinson to Tiger Woods, 
Harriet Tubman to Barack Obama, Black His-
tory Month pays tribute to inspirational African 
Americans from the past, as well as those 
who will continue to make history well into the 
future. 

For 1 month, people of African descent in 
America are recognized for their contributions. 
The irony of recognizing and paying tribute to 
people of African descent in America is that 
we are recognizing all people of the Earth. Af-
rica represents all people of the world. Every 
person born since creation, every person alive 
today, and every person born in the future 
was, is, and will be of African descent. The gift 
Africa has provided the world is humanity and 
civilization. 

Be that as it may, Black History has been 
presented and accepted as a fragmented 
afterthought. It is celebrated for 1 month and/ 
or mentioned with a couple of lines in a text 
or Social Studies course outline. In most in-
stances, the references begin with slavery and 
end with the Civil Rights Era and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. A question I ask high school 
students is, ‘‘What were slaves before they 
became slaves?’’ Their response, 90 percent 
of the time, is ‘‘nothing.’’ It appears many of 
our youth believe their ancestors fell out of the 
sky as slaves. 

Black History is world history. Old and new 
research on Africa and its place in human his-
tory has proved that Africa is the birthplace of 
mankind and was, for many centuries, in the 
forefront of human progress. African or Black 
History must be looked at anew and seen in 
its relationship to world history as only the his-
tory of the first and second rise of Europe. 
Yet, the history of Africa was already old when 
Europe was born. Until quite recently, it was 
rather generally assumed, even among well- 
educated persons in the West, that the con-
tinent of Africa was a great expanse of land, 
mostly jungle, inhabited by savages and fierce 
beasts. It was not realized that great civiliza-
tions could have existed there, or that great 
kings could have ruled there in might and wis-
dom over vast empires. Today, many of us, as 
the descendants of queens and kings of Afri-
ca, refuse to identify with the Motherland of all 
people. We begin with 1619 and slavery. We 
identify with 370 years of physical and mental 
bondage as opposed to three thousands years 
of uninterrupted civilizations. Our story is ev-
eryone’s story. Our story begins with the wor-
shipping of one God, builders of the pyramids, 
and builders of the first cities and universities. 

To reverse our fall from being builders of 
pyramids to project dwellers; to reverse our 

fall from being controllers of our own destiny 
to caretakers of someone else’s destiny; and 
to reverse our unraveling as a whole people 
will necessitate knowing who we are and what 
we represent. Our future as a people, commu-
nity, and world is related to the past. Back to 
the future—Black History not for a month, but 
for a lifetime! 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud today 
to join Chairman MEL WATT and the entire 
Congressional Black Caucus in recognizing 
the importance of Black History Month. While 
Black History Month always provides us with 
an important opportunity to reflect on the vital 
accomplishments and contributions of African 
Americans, it has taken on a special meaning 
this year with the recent passing of both Rosa 
Parks and Coretta Scott King. 

Although they have passed on, Mrs. King 
and Mrs. Parks continue to inspire us to work 
towards the noble goal of equality for all. 
These two women were among a group of 
brave pioneers who led one of the greatest 
movements of our time—the Civil Rights 
Movement. I have great respect for all those 
who risked beatings and arrests, and were 
even willing to make the ultimate sacrifice— 
their lives—to stand up for a cause that is 
right and just. 

My close friend and colleague, Representa-
tive JOHN LEWIS, stands among us as a giant 
of the Civil Rights Movement. During the leg-
endary march that Representative LEWIS led to 
Selma, Alabama, more than 40 years ago, 
countless peaceful, law-abiding Americans 
were beaten and arrested. This day came to 
be called ‘‘Bloody Sunday,’’ and it helped spur 
a nation to action to fight against the evils of 
discrimination and racism. 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the great honor 
and privilege to accompany Representative 
LEWIS and other civil rights leaders to Selma 
several times to commemorate the events of 
that fateful day by marching across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge. Each time, we are re-
minded of the impact that one single day can 
have on the course of history, and we cele-
brate those with the courage and determina-
tion to face down the worst so that all Ameri-
cans might enjoy the freedom and equality 
that this nation stands for. 

These pilgrimages to Selma vividly illustrate 
for us how far we have come in the quest for 
civil rights for all, yet also serve as a reminder 
that we must never be complacent in thinking 
that the battle is won. 

The plight of those who are denied civil 
rights is a struggle that is far from over, and 
we must remain ever mindful of those whose 
rights are in danger of being denied. In the 
coming year, several provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act are scheduled for reauthorization. It 
is our duty to ensure that the march toward 
civil rights for all continues forward, rather 
than stalling or going backward. 

The VRA is crucial in guaranteeing that the 
rights of all Americans remain protected, and, 
as such, should command broad, bipartisan 
support. It is a fitting tribute to Rosa Parks, 
Coretta Scott King, and to all those who have 
participated in the Civil Rights Movement in 
ways large and small, to renew the very Act 
that codified their long struggle for enfran-
chisement into law. 

Our nation is deeply indebted to these men 
and women of courage and integrity. Their 
legacy will live on for generations. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the many Black Fra-
ternal, Social and Civic Institutions which have 
had such a tremendous impact and overall 
positive effect on African American life and 
history. 

Established in an age when racial segrega-
tion and disenfranchisement plagued African 
Americans, the rise of each of the black frater-
nities and sororities bore witness to the fact 
that despite hardships, African Americans re-
fused to conform to a status of inferiority. 

These organizations, some which have 
been in existence since the early 1900s, have 
cut across racial, national, physical and social 
barriers, in order to make a difference educa-
tionally, socially, economically, and politically. 
They have proven to be an effective channel 
for social change and a recognized force in 
the struggle for civil and human rights. 

Serving more than just their immediate 
members, these black fraternities and sorori-
ties known as the ‘‘Divine Nine’’ joined with 
other civic associations such as the Urban 
League, the National Association of Colored 
Women’s Clubs, the Prince Hall Masons, the 
Eastern Stars, and so many others to provide 
service to the entire black community. It 
wasn’t just the ‘‘church’’ that addressed the 
needs and answered the call of the black 
community, but it was these fraternal organi-
zations that stepped up and took on that role 
as well. 

Just who are the ‘‘Divine Nine’’? They are 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Iota 
Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc., Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, 
Inc. Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. and 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 

Nine strong, they promote interaction 
through forums, meetings and other mediums 
in order to exchange information and engage 
in cooperative programming and initiatives 
through various activities. 

Other black social organizations also took 
the helm in addressing the concerns of the 
black community and like the fraternal organi-
zations, represent the aspirations of many Afri-
can Americans. They are The Links, Jack and 
Jill, 100 Black Men, and Rainbow/PUSH Coali-
tion. 

We look to and thank all of these organiza-
tions for striving to improve the quality of life 
within our communities, and enhance edu-
cational and economic opportunities for all Af-
rican Americans. Their leadership and stead-
fast commitment to the betterment of our 
young people and our communities, has been 
and continues to be a tremendous success 
and of great inspiration. 

May all of these fine and outstanding orga-
nizations continue to carry on their good work 
knowing that they have the admiration and 
support of the U.S. Congress. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
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have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order today related 
to Black History Month. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DAVIS of Kentucky). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of ill-
ness. 

Mr. HINCHEY (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and March 1 on ac-
count of illness. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of illness. 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of official business in the dis-
trict. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of 
illness. 

Mrs. BIGGERT (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of ill-
ness. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
and the balance of the week on account 
of illness. 

Mr. OSBORNE (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER (at the request of 
Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account of 
illness. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEFAZIO) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. DELAURO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. WYNN, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material:) 

Mr. OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, March 1. 

Mr. RAMSTAD, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania, for 5 

minutes, March 1. 
Mr. KING of Iowa, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, March 1 and 

2. 
Ms. FOXX, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCCAUL of Texas, for 5 minutes, 

March 1. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

today and March 1 and 2. 
Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today and 

March 1 and 2. 
Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, 

today and March 1. 
Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today and 

March 1 and 2. 
Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today and 

March 1 and 2. 
Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 5 minutes, 

March 1. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Mrs. Haas, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker pro tempore, Mr. TOM DAVIS of 
Virginia: 

H.R. 4745. An act making supplemental ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2006 for the Small 
Business Administration’s disaster loans 
program, and for other purposes. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on February 17, 2006, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill. 

H.R. 4745. Making supplemental appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2006 for the Small Busi-
ness Administration’s disaster loans pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 54 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, March 1, 2006, at 
10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6290. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting requests 
for FY 2006 supplemental appropriations for 
the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce. 
Defense, Homeland Security, Housing and 
Urban Development, Interior, Justice, Vet-
erans Affairs, the Corps of Engineers, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, the General 

Services Administration and the Small Busi-
ness Administration; (H. Doc. No. 109–89); to 
the Committee on Appropriations and or-
dered to be printed. 

6291. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a request 
for FY 2006 supplemental appropriations for 
ongoing military and intelligence operations 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, and selected other 
international activities; (H. Doc. No. 109–90); 
to the Committee on Appropriations and or-
dered to be printed. 

6292. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the re-
quired report on the Warranty Claims Recov-
ery Pilot Program, pursuant to Public Law 
105–85, section 391; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

6293. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting authorization of the en-
closed list of officers to wear the insignia of 
the grade of brigadier general accordance 
with title 10, United States Code, section 777; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

6294. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting notifica-
tion that the T700-GE-401 and -401C Turbo-
shaft engines are commercial items and, 
therefore, are excluded from core logistics 
capability requirements, as well as the jus-
tification for such a decision, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 2464(c); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

6295. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Lieutenant General 
David W. Barno, United States Army, and his 
advancement to the grade of lieutenant gen-
eral on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

6296. A letter from the Chairman, Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
transmitting the Board’s semiannual Mone-
tary Policy Report pursuant to Pub. L. 106– 
569; to the Committee on Financial Services. 

6297. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the annual 
report on the Emergency Steel Loan Guar-
antee Program, as required by Section 101(i) 
of Chapter 1 of Pub. L. 106-51; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

6298. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the annual 
report on the Emergency Oil and Gas Guar-
anteed Loan Program as required by Section 
201(h) of Chapter 2 of Pub. L. 106-51; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

6299. A letter from the Acting Chairman 
and President, Export-Import Bank, trans-
mitting a draft of the legislation necessary 
to reauthorize the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

6300. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting reports in accordance with Section 
36(a) of the Arms Export Control Act, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(a); to the Committee on 
International Relations. 

6301. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting reports in accordance with Section 
36(a) of the Arms Export Control Act, pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(a); to the Committee on 
International Relations. 

6302. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
for Personnel and Readiness, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a report on the audit 
of the American Red Cross for the financial 
year ending June 30, 2005, pursuant to 36 
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