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to create a new symbol in addition to the red 
cross and red crescent to allow the Israeli so-
ciety, the Magen David Adom, to become an 
official member of the Red Cross community. 
This success, which will do much to erase a 
small but important irritant in this country’s re-
lation to the International Committee on the 
Red Cross, was due in large part to Mr. Cum-
mings 20 year dedication to achieving this 
end. 

Another of his major accomplishments was 
his success in persuading the international 
community to agree on the extension of the 
Conventional Weapons Convention to all 
forms of armed conflict, whether international 
or internal in character. It has been in the sav-
age internal armed conflicts of past decades 
that the civilian population has suffered most 
from the indiscriminate use of conventional 
weapons, and Mr. Cummings efforts will help 
to mitigate and limit this lamentable carnage. 

These three examples of a much deeper 
and richer career represent all that was excep-
tional about Mr. Cummings’ service to this 
country. Using his full grasp of the complex 
issues he dealt with, his deft understanding of 
the U.S. military and the mechanisms of gov-
ernment, his keen eye for cutting through the 
issues to find a way through controversy, his 
strong personal relationships with individuals 
across our government and around the world, 
and his unwavering commitment to accomplish 
his mission, Mr. Cummings was able to ac-
complish these three difficult goals, thereby in-
creasing both stature and national security of 
the United States. There are countless other 
successes of this sort which would take up 
pages of this record if they were described in 
full. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Cummings was an 
extraordinary human being. His colleagues 
and friends speak personally and movingly 
about his commitment to others as individuals 
and as attorneys. If the law remains a place 
where law school is but a starting point and it 
is the learning from one’s colleagues that is 
the most important basis for success, Mr. 
Cummings has served as ‘‘master’’ to many 
‘‘apprentices’’ who are now serving their own 
distinguished careers in many walks of life (al-
though Mr. Cummings would have dismissed 
those terms, calling everyone ‘‘colleagues’’). 
This is a legacy that will last beyond Mr. Cum-
mings final horizon. And with his personal 
warmth and his many avocations such as 
opera, mountain climbing and skiing, Mr. Cum-
mings was admired by all who knew him. 

Mr. Speaker, it is tragic that just at a time 
when Mr. Cummings was considering moving 
on to a new stage in his career and life, he 
was diagnosed in December 2004 with an un-
treatable form of pancreatic cancer which took 
him from us just yesterday. From all reports, 
his efforts to combat this illness and to show 
grace in the face of death itself demonstrated 
once again why Mr. Cummings is respected 
and loved, and our heart goes out to his wife 
and life partner, Clair, during this difficult time. 

While Mr. Cummings was a clear example 
to all of us of a life well-lived, his tragic end 
is still a loss for all of us. We can only be 
thankful that this fellow traveler was able to do 
so much for his friends and acquaintances 
and for his country while he was with us. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a woman who can only be de-
scribed as truly American, Earline Miles. 

Ms. Miles began her academic career by at-
tending I.M. Terrell High School. From here, 
she graduated from Huston-Tillotson College 
in Austin, Texas then obtained her law degree 
from the Thurgood Marshall School of Law in 
Houston, Texas. Ms. Miles then turned her 
sights to education by becoming an instructor 
at Tarrant County College teaching business 
law. 

Ms. Miles was involved in the civil rights 
movement in which she was a strong advo-
cate of equality for all people. During her em-
ployment in Fort Worth, Texas, she was a de-
termined worker for minority hiring initiatives. It 
was through Ms. Miles’ hard work that count-
less disadvantaged people were able to now 
find employment. 

Ms. Miles’ community has benefited a great 
deal through her involvement in many organi-
zations. She has done extensive volunteer 
work through her community. Even though Ms. 
Miles is now retired, she still dutifully works for 
her community by collecting food, clothing, 
and essential supplies for the homeless. 

Today, we honor Earline Miles for her com-
mitment to education and her dedication to 
helping others. She will always be remem-
bered for her kindness and generosity to oth-
ers, and may she serve as a role model for 
others in the future. 
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Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
you today to offer my condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Dennis Weaver, who have 
recently suffered the tragic loss of a great 
man. Mr. Weaver passed away on Friday, 
February 26th at his home in Ridgeway, Colo-
rado. 

Mr. Weaver was perhaps most famous for 
his role as Chester Good on ‘‘Gunsmoke’’ and 
for the T.V. series ‘‘McCloud,’’ though he ap-
peared in many T.V. movies, films, and even 
released his own country music album. As a 
fan of Western classics, I was continually im-
pressed by Mr. Weaver’s talent on screen and 
his ability to bring laughter and happiness to 
millions of Americans. 

The passing of Mr. Weaver strikes a more 
personal chord because he was such an in-
volved member of the Colorado community. In 
addition to his work as an actor, Mr. Weaver 
was also a dedicated activist for many envi-
ronmental and humanitarian causes. He as-
sisted in founding Love is Feeding Everyone, 
a program which currently helps to feed 

150,000 hungry people a week in Los Angeles 
County. He has been honored by Haven Hills, 
a shelter for battered women, and the Pacific 
Lodge Boys’ Home. In addition, he was on the 
Advisory Board of the ‘‘Center for Environ-
mental Solutions,’’ and even resided in his 
own environmentally friendly solar-powered 
house that he and his wife built in my Con-
gressional District. 

Though I only had the good fortune of meet-
ing Mr. Weaver once, I was struck by his sin-
cerity and his dedication. His talent as an 
actor is to be admired and his role in the com-
munity has been invaluable. He will be greatly 
missed, not only by his close friends and fam-
ily, but also by the millions of lives he touched 
through his work onscreen and his role in the 
community. 
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the members of the California 
State Employees Association on the 75th an-
niversary of the organization’s founding. 

CSEA currently represents over 140,000 
California state employees and retirees. Mem-
bers include a wide variety of hardworking 
state employees, from front line service pro-
viders to university professors. California resi-
dents depend on CSEA members for a wide 
variety of state services, members ensure ev-
erything from a safe drinking water supply to 
the speedy processing of our tax returns. 
Without their hard work the business of the 
state would not get done. 

It is a testament to the organization’s impor-
tance and leadership that it continues to thrive 
75 years after its formation. Since its incep-
tion, CSEA has been instrumental in making 
certain state workers have the protections and 
benefits they deserve. CSEA helped create 
the first retirement system for state workers, 
advocated for a mandated forty hour work- 
week and helped obtain voter approval of the 
Merit System for state service, all of which has 
contributed to a well qualified and motivated 
state workforce. 

CSEA has also contributed to the health 
care of public sector employees. Since 1938, 
they have provided state workers with medical 
insurance, as the state did not provide such 
benefits until 1962. Today, CSEA serves its 
members by offering California state employ-
ees access to affordable homeowner’s, life 
and dental insurance. 

As an organization, CSEA has also played 
a pivotal role in ensuring state and university 
employees are entitled to collective bar-
gaining. CSEA successfully lobbied for pas-
sage of the Dills Act and the Berman Act in 
the 1970s, both of which extended collective 
bargaining rights to public employees. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to congratulate 
CSEA President J.J. Jelincic, as well as the 
association’s thousands of members on 
CSEA’s 75th anniversary. I ask all my col-
leagues to join me and honor CSEA, as well 
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