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greatly expanded its outreach and become a 
well-known, multi-lingual clinic that continues 
to serve the African-American community as 
well as members of the East African, South-
east Asian, and Caucasian communities. The 
center provides a wide array of important 
physical, mental health, and dental services to 
residents from all over the Twin Cities. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to the vital work of the Open Cities Health 
Center. We must all work together to increase 
access to screenings and preventive care 
treatment for all Americans. I commend the 
Open Cities Health Center for working to elimi-
nate the damaging health disparities that con-
tinue to exist among racial and ethnic groups. 
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joseph E. Thiriot for 33 years of teach-
ing in Nevada and a lifetime full of goodwill 
and service to the community. Joseph is rec-
ognized today at the dedication of Joseph E. 
Thiriot Elementary School which opened Sep-
tember 19, 2005. 

Joseph was born August 20, 1906, in Provo, 
UT. When he was 13 he moved to Nevada 
and graduated from a one-room schoolhouse 
in Pahranagat Valley in Lincoln County. He 
earned a teaching degree from Brigham 
Young University in 1930 and a masters of 
arts from Northwestern University. He then 
taught school in Lincoln County from 1932 to 
39. The following year, Joseph and his wife, 
Ellen, also a longtime Las Vegas High School 
teacher, moved to Las Vegas, where they 
raised three children, all Las Vegas High 
School graduates. He finished his teaching ca-
reer in 1966, after 26 years at Las Vegas High 
School. Some of the subjects that Joseph 
taught include drama, english literature, gram-
mar, stagecraft, play production, debate, pub-
lic speaking, chorus and typing. He also head-
ed the Debate team and the Glee Club. 

Joseph’s students remember him for the fun 
and exciting classes that he taught and the 
long hours he put in after school to direct 
large productions, have extra rehearsals for 
the next choir concert or to help prepare for 
an upcoming debate. During these long hours 
students not only received help for their re-
spective activity but benefited from the exam-
ple he showed as an outstanding educator 
and citizen. He had a dedication to educate 
his students both in and out of the classroom 
that will not be forgotten. 

Outside of school, Joseph is very active in 
the community. He and his wife were longtime 
costume and makeup directors for the 
Helldorado parade and other local events. He 
also cofounded the Las Vegas Little Theater in 
1945, helped to form the Las Vegas Class-
room Teacher Association, and championed 
the construction of the old Las Vegas High 
School auditorium in 1953, where the first 
classes of what is now University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas were held. Joseph long performed 

as a member of the Westerner Quartet and 
was, for 11 years, a member of the inter-
nationally renowned Desert Chorale. An avid 
collector of rocks and gems, even at the age 
of 99, when he visits area schools to talk to 
students on behalf of the Las Vegas Gem 
Club, he at times meets youngsters whose 
grandparents were his former students. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Jo-
seph E. Thiriot. He has lived his life full of in-
tegrity, enthusiasm, and hard work, dedicating 
it to education, family, students, and the com-
munity. He has been a mentor and inspiration 
to hundreds of students and to his family and 
I congratulate him today at the dedication of 
Joseph E. Thiriot Elementary School. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a man who can only be de-
scribed as truly American, Frank Staton. 

Originally a California native, Mr. Staton 
moved to Fort Worth, Texas during his early 
childhood years. After graduating from I.M. 
Terrell High School and Wiley College in Mar-
shall, Texas, Mr. Staton embarked on his ca-
reer as an educator in Fort Worth. Mr. Staton 
worked for the Fort Worth Independent School 
District for more than 40 years. It was at this 
school district where he had served as a 
teacher, coach, and as a specialist on drug 
education for youths. 

During Mr. Staton’s tenure as an educator, 
he served as a board member of The Fort 
Worth Transportation Authority and was in-
volved with United Community Centers, Long-
horn Council of the Boy Scouts of America, 
American Heart Association, Safe Haven, the 
Fort Worth Classroom Teachers Association, 
and other organizations. 

Needless to say, Mr. Staton has touched 
the lives of countless individuals as well as the 
community at large through his tireless efforts 
to promote education. Mr. Staton is now re-
tired, but he still remains active in Our Mother 
of Mercy Catholic Church since 1939. 

Today, we honor Frank Staton for his com-
mitment to education. He will always be re-
membered for his kindness and generosity to 
others, and may he serve as a role model for 
others in the future. 
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Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and commend the twelve Winter 
Olympic athletes from Colorado’s Third Dis-
trict. 

Their devotion to country and athletic excel-
lence is truly exemplary and is deserving of 

our fullest respect and gratitude. And so, I 
honor the following persons as great athletes, 
great Coloradoans, great Americans . . . 

Gretchen Bleiler from Aspen, who competed 
in the Women’s Snowboarding competition; 
Jason Smith from Basalt, who competed in the 
Men’s Snowboarding competition; Lanny and 
Tracy Barnes from Durango, who competed in 
the Biathlon competition; Rebecca Dussault 
from Gunnison, who competed in the Cross- 
Country Skiing competition; Clint Jones from 
Steamboat Springs, who competed in the Ski-
ing Jump competition; Caroline Lavive from 
Steamboat Springs, who competed in the Al-
pine Skiing competition; Todd Lodwick from 
Steamboat Springs, who competed in the Nor-
dic Combined Skiing competition; Travis 
Mayer from Steamboat Springs, who com-
peted in the Freestyle Skiing competition; 
Tommy Schwall from Steamboat Springs, who 
competed in the Skiing Jump competition; 
Johnny Spillane from Steamboat Springs, who 
competed in the Nordic Combined Skiing com-
petition; and Ryan St. Onge also from Steam-
boat Springs, who competed in the Freestyle 
Skiing competition. 

Their hard work and determination has 
earned them the title of Olympic athletes and 
sports heroes. They have made all of us in 
Colorado and the United States very proud. 
Once again, I would like to extend a hearty 
congratulations to all of them. 
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ANNIVERSARY 
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OF CALIFORNIA 
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Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to the congregation of Mt. Olive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on the 50th anniver-
sary of their church. This congregation has 
served the Del Paso Heights neighborhood 
and Sacramento region since 1956. As mem-
bers of the Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist con-
gregation gather to celebrate 50 years of com-
munity service, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in saluting this outstanding congrega-
tion. 

The Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church 
was founded in Del Paso Heights in February 
of 1956. The Church was established and or-
ganized by Reverend Je Petiway, Reverend 
Powell and Reverend Eddie Phillips. Reverend 
Mack Smith was the parish’s first Pastor and 
the church became a member of the St. Johns 
District association. The church bought its cur-
rent facility in October 1956 and became in-
corporated in 1959. 

Reverend White Henderson became Pastor 
in 1960 and took steps to greatly expand the 
church. Under his leadership a new edifice 
was constructed and a chapel was purchased 
and relocated to its current site. The church 
continued to expand in 1968 when Reverend 
Eugene Washington became Pastor. His lead-
ership and guidance resulted in the construc-
tion of additional classrooms and a social hall. 

Throughout the history of Mt. Olive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, the congregation has 
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