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greatly expanded its outreach and become a 
well-known, multi-lingual clinic that continues 
to serve the African-American community as 
well as members of the East African, South-
east Asian, and Caucasian communities. The 
center provides a wide array of important 
physical, mental health, and dental services to 
residents from all over the Twin Cities. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to the vital work of the Open Cities Health 
Center. We must all work together to increase 
access to screenings and preventive care 
treatment for all Americans. I commend the 
Open Cities Health Center for working to elimi-
nate the damaging health disparities that con-
tinue to exist among racial and ethnic groups. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH E. 
THIRIOT 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joseph E. Thiriot for 33 years of teach-
ing in Nevada and a lifetime full of goodwill 
and service to the community. Joseph is rec-
ognized today at the dedication of Joseph E. 
Thiriot Elementary School which opened Sep-
tember 19, 2005. 

Joseph was born August 20, 1906, in Provo, 
UT. When he was 13 he moved to Nevada 
and graduated from a one-room schoolhouse 
in Pahranagat Valley in Lincoln County. He 
earned a teaching degree from Brigham 
Young University in 1930 and a masters of 
arts from Northwestern University. He then 
taught school in Lincoln County from 1932 to 
39. The following year, Joseph and his wife, 
Ellen, also a longtime Las Vegas High School 
teacher, moved to Las Vegas, where they 
raised three children, all Las Vegas High 
School graduates. He finished his teaching ca-
reer in 1966, after 26 years at Las Vegas High 
School. Some of the subjects that Joseph 
taught include drama, english literature, gram-
mar, stagecraft, play production, debate, pub-
lic speaking, chorus and typing. He also head-
ed the Debate team and the Glee Club. 

Joseph’s students remember him for the fun 
and exciting classes that he taught and the 
long hours he put in after school to direct 
large productions, have extra rehearsals for 
the next choir concert or to help prepare for 
an upcoming debate. During these long hours 
students not only received help for their re-
spective activity but benefited from the exam-
ple he showed as an outstanding educator 
and citizen. He had a dedication to educate 
his students both in and out of the classroom 
that will not be forgotten. 

Outside of school, Joseph is very active in 
the community. He and his wife were longtime 
costume and makeup directors for the 
Helldorado parade and other local events. He 
also cofounded the Las Vegas Little Theater in 
1945, helped to form the Las Vegas Class-
room Teacher Association, and championed 
the construction of the old Las Vegas High 
School auditorium in 1953, where the first 
classes of what is now University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas were held. Joseph long performed 

as a member of the Westerner Quartet and 
was, for 11 years, a member of the inter-
nationally renowned Desert Chorale. An avid 
collector of rocks and gems, even at the age 
of 99, when he visits area schools to talk to 
students on behalf of the Las Vegas Gem 
Club, he at times meets youngsters whose 
grandparents were his former students. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Jo-
seph E. Thiriot. He has lived his life full of in-
tegrity, enthusiasm, and hard work, dedicating 
it to education, family, students, and the com-
munity. He has been a mentor and inspiration 
to hundreds of students and to his family and 
I congratulate him today at the dedication of 
Joseph E. Thiriot Elementary School. 
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HONORING OF FRANK STATON 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a man who can only be de-
scribed as truly American, Frank Staton. 

Originally a California native, Mr. Staton 
moved to Fort Worth, Texas during his early 
childhood years. After graduating from I.M. 
Terrell High School and Wiley College in Mar-
shall, Texas, Mr. Staton embarked on his ca-
reer as an educator in Fort Worth. Mr. Staton 
worked for the Fort Worth Independent School 
District for more than 40 years. It was at this 
school district where he had served as a 
teacher, coach, and as a specialist on drug 
education for youths. 

During Mr. Staton’s tenure as an educator, 
he served as a board member of The Fort 
Worth Transportation Authority and was in-
volved with United Community Centers, Long-
horn Council of the Boy Scouts of America, 
American Heart Association, Safe Haven, the 
Fort Worth Classroom Teachers Association, 
and other organizations. 

Needless to say, Mr. Staton has touched 
the lives of countless individuals as well as the 
community at large through his tireless efforts 
to promote education. Mr. Staton is now re-
tired, but he still remains active in Our Mother 
of Mercy Catholic Church since 1939. 

Today, we honor Frank Staton for his com-
mitment to education. He will always be re-
membered for his kindness and generosity to 
others, and may he serve as a role model for 
others in the future. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ATHLETES OF 
THE XX WINTER OLYMPICS 
FROM COLORADO’S THIRD CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and commend the twelve Winter 
Olympic athletes from Colorado’s Third Dis-
trict. 

Their devotion to country and athletic excel-
lence is truly exemplary and is deserving of 

our fullest respect and gratitude. And so, I 
honor the following persons as great athletes, 
great Coloradoans, great Americans . . . 

Gretchen Bleiler from Aspen, who competed 
in the Women’s Snowboarding competition; 
Jason Smith from Basalt, who competed in the 
Men’s Snowboarding competition; Lanny and 
Tracy Barnes from Durango, who competed in 
the Biathlon competition; Rebecca Dussault 
from Gunnison, who competed in the Cross- 
Country Skiing competition; Clint Jones from 
Steamboat Springs, who competed in the Ski-
ing Jump competition; Caroline Lavive from 
Steamboat Springs, who competed in the Al-
pine Skiing competition; Todd Lodwick from 
Steamboat Springs, who competed in the Nor-
dic Combined Skiing competition; Travis 
Mayer from Steamboat Springs, who com-
peted in the Freestyle Skiing competition; 
Tommy Schwall from Steamboat Springs, who 
competed in the Skiing Jump competition; 
Johnny Spillane from Steamboat Springs, who 
competed in the Nordic Combined Skiing com-
petition; and Ryan St. Onge also from Steam-
boat Springs, who competed in the Freestyle 
Skiing competition. 

Their hard work and determination has 
earned them the title of Olympic athletes and 
sports heroes. They have made all of us in 
Colorado and the United States very proud. 
Once again, I would like to extend a hearty 
congratulations to all of them. 

f 

HONORING MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH ON ITS 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to the congregation of Mt. Olive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on the 50th anniver-
sary of their church. This congregation has 
served the Del Paso Heights neighborhood 
and Sacramento region since 1956. As mem-
bers of the Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist con-
gregation gather to celebrate 50 years of com-
munity service, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in saluting this outstanding congrega-
tion. 

The Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church 
was founded in Del Paso Heights in February 
of 1956. The Church was established and or-
ganized by Reverend Je Petiway, Reverend 
Powell and Reverend Eddie Phillips. Reverend 
Mack Smith was the parish’s first Pastor and 
the church became a member of the St. Johns 
District association. The church bought its cur-
rent facility in October 1956 and became in-
corporated in 1959. 

Reverend White Henderson became Pastor 
in 1960 and took steps to greatly expand the 
church. Under his leadership a new edifice 
was constructed and a chapel was purchased 
and relocated to its current site. The church 
continued to expand in 1968 when Reverend 
Eugene Washington became Pastor. His lead-
ership and guidance resulted in the construc-
tion of additional classrooms and a social hall. 

Throughout the history of Mt. Olive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, the congregation has 
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been dedicated to making a positive impact on 
the lives of Sacramento residents. The Church 
has always been a comforting place of refuge 
for people in need, providing assistance spir-
itually, mentally and physically. During the cur-
rent tenure of Pastor Washington, the church 
has established numerous ministries in the 
Sacramento region. These outreach programs 
have included prison ministry, convalescent 
ministry, youth outreach and counseling pro-
grams. 

Mr. Speaker, I am truly privileged to con-
gratulate the congregation of Mt. Olive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church as they gather to cele-
brate their 50th church anniversary. The Sac-
ramento region has greatly benefited from 
having their strong community leadership and 
compassionate hearts. I ask all of my col-
leagues to join with me today in wishing Mt. 
Olive Missionary Baptist Church continued 
success and happiness in all future endeav-
ors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AL AND KATHY 
MAZZA OF SONOMA, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize two extraordinary in-
dividuals who have jointly been named the 
City of Sonoma’s 2006 Alcalde and Alcaldesa, 
or Honorary Mayors. 

Al and Kathy Mazza are the ultimate power 
couple. Al was the Fire Chief for the City of 
Sonoma when he met and married Kathy, a 
city employee, 18 years ago. Between them, 
there has scarcely been a special event or 
project in which they have not been involved. 

Al was born and raised in Sonoma. After he 
retired as Fire Chief, he was elected to the 
City Council, where he twice served as mayor. 

He has been President of the Sonoma Fire 
Chief’s Association and developed the 
Sonoma Valley Firemed System, which inte-
grated existing emergency response agencies 
into one system. 

His civic activities include membership in 
the Chamber of Commerce, the ‘‘Field of 
Dreams’’ Committee to build ball fields for city 
youth, the Sonoma Valley Athletic Club and 
Sonoma Valley Little League. 

Kathy worked for the City of Sonoma for 17 
years. Since her retirement, she has served 
as Vice President of the Sonoma Plaza Foun-
dation’s Red & White Ball, which has raised 
more than $750,000 for downtown improve-
ments and to local non-profit organizations. 

Kathy has also been actively involved with 
the Valley of the Moon Teen Center and the 
Sonoma County Mental Health Clinic. 

Both Al and Kathy were instrumental in 
leading the citizen’s committee that success-
fully turned out voters to approve a parcel tax 
to help pay the operating expenses of the 
local hospital four years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, Al and Kathy Mazza represent 
the character and spirit of the City of Sonoma 
and it is therefore appropriate that we honor 
them today as the 2006 Alcalde and 
Alcaldesa. 

IN MEMORY OF DR. PHILLIP 
O’BRYAN MONTGOMERY, JR. 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give tribute to Dr. Phillip O’Bryan Montgomery, 
Jr. from Dallas, Texas in the 26th Congres-
sional District of Texas, for his lifelong con-
tributions to his community and to medicine. 
Dr. Montgomery passed away on Saturday, 
December 17, 2005. 

I would like to recognize and celebrate Dr. 
Montgomery’s life today. Dr. Montgomery 
graduated from Southern Methodist University 
with a BS in engineering in 1942 before at-
tending medical school at Columbia University 
in 1945. Upon completing his internship at the 
Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital in Coopers-
town, NY, Dr. Montgomery became a Captain 
in the Army Medical Corps. 

When Dr. Montgomery returned to Dallas, 
he became a tenured professor of pathology 
in 1961 at UT Southwestern Medical School. 
From 1962–1963, he was President of the 
Dallas County Hospital District Medical Staff. 
In addition, Dr. Montgomery was the Executive 
Director of the Cancer Center and ultimately 
named the Ashbel Smith Professor of Pathol-
ogy in 1991. During his time as Special Assist-
ant to the Chancellor of the University of 
Texas, he was responsible for planning the 
campuses of UT Dallas, University of Houston 
Medical School, University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston, and the expansion of UT 
Southwestern Medical School Campus. 

Dr. Montgomery had published over 100 
scholarly papers in the course of his prolific 
career. One of these published papers of his 
evolved out of an experiment on NASA’s 
Skylab in which he himself was the principal 
investigator of living cells in zero gravity. Dr. 
Montgomery was an avid traveler who had a 
very devout love of nature. His magnetic and 
vivacious personality has allowed him to be 
sorely missed by friends and family. 

I respected him as a fellow doctor and was 
honored to represent him here in Congress. I 
extend my sympathies to his family and 
friends. 

f 

CELEBRATION OF GRENADA’S 
INDEPENDENCE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to the tri-island state of Grenada 
which celebrated its 32nd anniversary of inde-
pendence Tuesday, February 7 and to enter 
into the Record a Caribnews editorial cele-
brating how the country has overcome obsta-
cles to persevere during its young existence. 

Grenadians are resilient people who are 
dealing with trying times. As the editorial 
reads, ‘‘Like many of its neighbors in and out 
of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States, OECS, Grenada is facing some seri-

ous economic and social challenges. Crime 
has reared its ugly head and the galloping 
economic expectations of its young people are 
adding to the list of worries which need urgent 
attention.’’ The editorial continues, ‘‘As if those 
weren’t enough, it has a pile of debt on its 
books to manage and reduce it.’’ 

Despite these social issues and a violent 
political uprising in 1983 that subsequently led 
to a U.S. military presence and later the disas-
trous results of Hurricane Ivan, the people of 
Greneda have never faltered in showing the 
will to advance their country. Today, 
Grenadians continue to embrace their current 
stable parliamentarian, democratic government 
and highly respect the civil liberties afforded to 
them. As the editorial explains, ‘‘Grenada, a 
nation, which has had more than its fair share 
of difficulties, has shown an amazing ability to 
see the glass as being half full when others 
looking on consider it half empty.’’ 

It is this glowing optimism and resolve that 
makes the island of ‘‘spice’’ such a treasured 
nation in our global community. Mr. Speaker, 
please join me again in congratulating 
Grenadians in the United States, abroad and 
in their native homeland on their thirty-second 
anniversary of their glorious independence. 

MUCH TO CELEBRATE ON ANNIVERSARY OF 
INDEPENDENCE 

One of the most heart-warming scenes is 
that of a small country, rising from the 
ashes left behind by natural and national 
disasters, picking up the pieces, if you will, 
and showing neighbors, even the wider world 
the stuff of which resilience and legends are 
made. 

Grenadians are one such people. After Hur-
ricane Ivan struck in 2004 and devastated the 
land of ‘‘spice,’’ killing 39 persons, leaving 
thousands homeless and wiping out almost 
all of its infrastructure while coming close 
to tearing out the soul of its inhabitants, a 
collective will emerge once again, deter-
mined to rebuild and make the country of 
90,000 people even better than before. 

Although Grenada, Carriacou and Petit 
Martinique, the tri-island state, is far from 
reaching its goal of a complete recovery, it is 
well on the way, so much so that Standard & 
Poor’s, Wall Street’s premiere credit rating 
firm, recently hailed the efforts to return 
the country’s finances to a manageable and 
sound foundation. 

That’s quite an achievement in less than 
two years. 

Aided by Caribbean help, international as-
sistance and led by Dr. Keith Mitchell, 
Prime Minister, the government reached out 
to civil society, the trade unions, the church 
and other limbs of society. In the process, 
the administration marshaled the energy of 
the young and the middle-aged and the wis-
dom of the senior folk to chart a new course 
and write a new chapter in the nation’s 
colorful history. 

So, when it observed the 32nd anniversary 
of independence on February 7 with church 
services, military parades, special games and 
other activities, it was clear that Grenada 
had much to thank God for and to celebrate. 

Grenada, the most southerly of the chain 
of Windward Islands, has traveled this road 
of disaster and rehabilitation before. Almost 
a quarter of a century ago, October 1983 to be 
precise, the People’s Revolutionary Govern-
ment turned on itself, killing its leader, 
Maurice Bishop and several of his ministers 
and senior government officials. The result-
ing turmoil, including a dust-to-dawn curfew 
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