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been dedicated to making a positive impact on 
the lives of Sacramento residents. The Church 
has always been a comforting place of refuge 
for people in need, providing assistance spir-
itually, mentally and physically. During the cur-
rent tenure of Pastor Washington, the church 
has established numerous ministries in the 
Sacramento region. These outreach programs 
have included prison ministry, convalescent 
ministry, youth outreach and counseling pro-
grams. 

Mr. Speaker, I am truly privileged to con-
gratulate the congregation of Mt. Olive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church as they gather to cele-
brate their 50th church anniversary. The Sac-
ramento region has greatly benefited from 
having their strong community leadership and 
compassionate hearts. I ask all of my col-
leagues to join with me today in wishing Mt. 
Olive Missionary Baptist Church continued 
success and happiness in all future endeav-
ors. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize two extraordinary in-
dividuals who have jointly been named the 
City of Sonoma’s 2006 Alcalde and Alcaldesa, 
or Honorary Mayors. 

Al and Kathy Mazza are the ultimate power 
couple. Al was the Fire Chief for the City of 
Sonoma when he met and married Kathy, a 
city employee, 18 years ago. Between them, 
there has scarcely been a special event or 
project in which they have not been involved. 

Al was born and raised in Sonoma. After he 
retired as Fire Chief, he was elected to the 
City Council, where he twice served as mayor. 

He has been President of the Sonoma Fire 
Chief’s Association and developed the 
Sonoma Valley Firemed System, which inte-
grated existing emergency response agencies 
into one system. 

His civic activities include membership in 
the Chamber of Commerce, the ‘‘Field of 
Dreams’’ Committee to build ball fields for city 
youth, the Sonoma Valley Athletic Club and 
Sonoma Valley Little League. 

Kathy worked for the City of Sonoma for 17 
years. Since her retirement, she has served 
as Vice President of the Sonoma Plaza Foun-
dation’s Red & White Ball, which has raised 
more than $750,000 for downtown improve-
ments and to local non-profit organizations. 

Kathy has also been actively involved with 
the Valley of the Moon Teen Center and the 
Sonoma County Mental Health Clinic. 

Both Al and Kathy were instrumental in 
leading the citizen’s committee that success-
fully turned out voters to approve a parcel tax 
to help pay the operating expenses of the 
local hospital four years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, Al and Kathy Mazza represent 
the character and spirit of the City of Sonoma 
and it is therefore appropriate that we honor 
them today as the 2006 Alcalde and 
Alcaldesa. 
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O’BRYAN MONTGOMERY, JR. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give tribute to Dr. Phillip O’Bryan Montgomery, 
Jr. from Dallas, Texas in the 26th Congres-
sional District of Texas, for his lifelong con-
tributions to his community and to medicine. 
Dr. Montgomery passed away on Saturday, 
December 17, 2005. 

I would like to recognize and celebrate Dr. 
Montgomery’s life today. Dr. Montgomery 
graduated from Southern Methodist University 
with a BS in engineering in 1942 before at-
tending medical school at Columbia University 
in 1945. Upon completing his internship at the 
Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital in Coopers-
town, NY, Dr. Montgomery became a Captain 
in the Army Medical Corps. 

When Dr. Montgomery returned to Dallas, 
he became a tenured professor of pathology 
in 1961 at UT Southwestern Medical School. 
From 1962–1963, he was President of the 
Dallas County Hospital District Medical Staff. 
In addition, Dr. Montgomery was the Executive 
Director of the Cancer Center and ultimately 
named the Ashbel Smith Professor of Pathol-
ogy in 1991. During his time as Special Assist-
ant to the Chancellor of the University of 
Texas, he was responsible for planning the 
campuses of UT Dallas, University of Houston 
Medical School, University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston, and the expansion of UT 
Southwestern Medical School Campus. 

Dr. Montgomery had published over 100 
scholarly papers in the course of his prolific 
career. One of these published papers of his 
evolved out of an experiment on NASA’s 
Skylab in which he himself was the principal 
investigator of living cells in zero gravity. Dr. 
Montgomery was an avid traveler who had a 
very devout love of nature. His magnetic and 
vivacious personality has allowed him to be 
sorely missed by friends and family. 

I respected him as a fellow doctor and was 
honored to represent him here in Congress. I 
extend my sympathies to his family and 
friends. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to the tri-island state of Grenada 
which celebrated its 32nd anniversary of inde-
pendence Tuesday, February 7 and to enter 
into the Record a Caribnews editorial cele-
brating how the country has overcome obsta-
cles to persevere during its young existence. 

Grenadians are resilient people who are 
dealing with trying times. As the editorial 
reads, ‘‘Like many of its neighbors in and out 
of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States, OECS, Grenada is facing some seri-

ous economic and social challenges. Crime 
has reared its ugly head and the galloping 
economic expectations of its young people are 
adding to the list of worries which need urgent 
attention.’’ The editorial continues, ‘‘As if those 
weren’t enough, it has a pile of debt on its 
books to manage and reduce it.’’ 

Despite these social issues and a violent 
political uprising in 1983 that subsequently led 
to a U.S. military presence and later the disas-
trous results of Hurricane Ivan, the people of 
Greneda have never faltered in showing the 
will to advance their country. Today, 
Grenadians continue to embrace their current 
stable parliamentarian, democratic government 
and highly respect the civil liberties afforded to 
them. As the editorial explains, ‘‘Grenada, a 
nation, which has had more than its fair share 
of difficulties, has shown an amazing ability to 
see the glass as being half full when others 
looking on consider it half empty.’’ 

It is this glowing optimism and resolve that 
makes the island of ‘‘spice’’ such a treasured 
nation in our global community. Mr. Speaker, 
please join me again in congratulating 
Grenadians in the United States, abroad and 
in their native homeland on their thirty-second 
anniversary of their glorious independence. 

MUCH TO CELEBRATE ON ANNIVERSARY OF 
INDEPENDENCE 

One of the most heart-warming scenes is 
that of a small country, rising from the 
ashes left behind by natural and national 
disasters, picking up the pieces, if you will, 
and showing neighbors, even the wider world 
the stuff of which resilience and legends are 
made. 

Grenadians are one such people. After Hur-
ricane Ivan struck in 2004 and devastated the 
land of ‘‘spice,’’ killing 39 persons, leaving 
thousands homeless and wiping out almost 
all of its infrastructure while coming close 
to tearing out the soul of its inhabitants, a 
collective will emerge once again, deter-
mined to rebuild and make the country of 
90,000 people even better than before. 

Although Grenada, Carriacou and Petit 
Martinique, the tri-island state, is far from 
reaching its goal of a complete recovery, it is 
well on the way, so much so that Standard & 
Poor’s, Wall Street’s premiere credit rating 
firm, recently hailed the efforts to return 
the country’s finances to a manageable and 
sound foundation. 

That’s quite an achievement in less than 
two years. 

Aided by Caribbean help, international as-
sistance and led by Dr. Keith Mitchell, 
Prime Minister, the government reached out 
to civil society, the trade unions, the church 
and other limbs of society. In the process, 
the administration marshaled the energy of 
the young and the middle-aged and the wis-
dom of the senior folk to chart a new course 
and write a new chapter in the nation’s 
colorful history. 

So, when it observed the 32nd anniversary 
of independence on February 7 with church 
services, military parades, special games and 
other activities, it was clear that Grenada 
had much to thank God for and to celebrate. 

Grenada, the most southerly of the chain 
of Windward Islands, has traveled this road 
of disaster and rehabilitation before. Almost 
a quarter of a century ago, October 1983 to be 
precise, the People’s Revolutionary Govern-
ment turned on itself, killing its leader, 
Maurice Bishop and several of his ministers 
and senior government officials. The result-
ing turmoil, including a dust-to-dawn curfew 
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