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Sciences Center increased from $330 million 
in fiscal year 1997 to more than $602 million 
in fiscal year 2004. Most recently, his leader-
ship in chairing the consolidation feasibility 
process has led to the establishment of the 
University of Colorado at Denver and Health 
Sciences Center, creating the leading re-
search university in the Rocky Mountain re-
gion with over $350 million in extramural fund-
ing. 

Dr. Shore and his wife Chris truly believe in 
the role of the new Fitzsimons campus and 
generously contributed to the Fitzsimons De-
velopment, helping to build the Shore Family 
Forum, a state-of-the-art auditorium located in 
the Nighthorse Campbell Native Health Build-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Dr. 
James H. Shore for his extraordinary leader-
ship and distinguished service to the Univer-
sity of Colorado. 
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RECOGNIZING LORI WALKER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Lori Walker for her commitment to 
the people and city of Flower Mound, TX. Mrs. 
Walker is a very active and respected member 
of her community who was recently selected 
as ‘‘Citizen of the Year.’’ 

The honor and dedication of Mrs. Walker to 
her community serves as an example to us all. 
Her service extends from volunteering on the 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors to 
overseeing children’s religious education as a 
Sunday school teacher for the Triesch United 
Methodist Church. 

Additionally, Mrs. Walker’s efforts extend to 
assisting government officials. She served as 
executive assistant for Congressman TOM 
DELAY in Washington, DC, and continued her 
political career by working in San Francisco as 
a field representative for U.S. Senator John 
Seymour and for our local Texas State Sen-
ator Jane Nelson as her district director and 
campaign manager. 

It is the servant leadership of Mrs. Walker, 
and those like her, which truly makes our Na-
tion great. Once again, Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize Flower Mound’s ‘‘Citizen of 
the Year,’’ Lori Walker. 
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HONORING MR. PAUL COLLINS 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on the 
last day of Black History Month to commend 
the works of a great African-American artist, 
Mr. Paul Collins of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Mr. Collins has had a long and distinguished 
career painting portraits of individuals from all 
over the world. It has been said that Mr. Col-
lins’ work seeks to recognize and express the 
essential human dignity and worth of others. 

Mr. Collins’ talent has been awarded and 
recognized internationally on numerous occa-
sions, and he has been commissioned by sev-
eral foreign governments as well as the U.S. 
to commemorate important people and events. 

One of Paul Collins’ most celebrated works 
is the 18-foot by 8-foot mural of Grand Rapids 
native, President Gerald R. Ford, displayed in 
the Gerald R. Ford International Airport. Mr. 
Collins was awarded the mural commission in 
1975. His finished product captures the var-
ious facets of President Ford’s life as a hus-
band, father and athlete. Upon its unveiling, 
the mural attracted national attention and crit-
ical acclaim and was applauded by Newsweek 
Magazine for its strong and dignified presen-
tation of Gerald R. Ford. Mr. Collins is be-
lieved to be the first African-American artist to 
paint the portrait of a sitting president. 

In 1981, Mr. Collins created the Ford Mu-
seum Commemorative Poster which was cop-
ied from the mural to help raise funds for the 
Ford Presidential Museum in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. More than 1,000 posters were sold 
to help raise funds for the museum. 

Also of note among Mr. Collin’s lifetime 
achievements is the groundbreaking success 
and importance of his work, The Voices of 
Israel, conceived in the 1970s as a way to 
help renew the relationship between America’s 
Black and Jewish communities during the civil 
rights movement. The work depicts the history 
of the people of Israel. This 25 piece collection 
has toured in Israel and all over the U.S. 

Mr. Collins has also made good use of his 
excellent artistic skill to create symbols and 
designs, whose meanings and importance ex-
tend beyond his actual works. In this regard, 
Mr. Collins designed the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Peace Prize Medal, which is awarded year-
ly to an individual who has contributed to the 
cause of world peace. This important symbol 
has been awarded to such notable people as 
former President Jimmy Carter, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu and the late Rosa Parks. Simi-
larly, Collins also created the American 
Woman Commemorative Plaque, honoring as-
tronaut Sally Ride, the first woman in space. 

Throughout his long and distinguished ca-
reer, Mr. Paul Collins has deservedly received 
many awards and honors. A few of his many 
distinctions include the Tadlow Fine Art 
Award, the People’s Choice Award in Paris, 
and his election as one of the top 20 painters 
in America as voted by the Watson and Guptill 
Publication. 

It is right, then, that we continue to honor 
the artist and the individual, Paul Collins. Mr. 
Collins’ works, in a nod to his skill and ability 
to capture the essence of human characteris-
tics and spirit, have been commissioned to 
represent and symbolize some of the most im-
portant figures and events in this country. Mr. 
Collins’ work as an artist is matched only by 
his contributions as a humanitarian, as evi-
denced through his continued service as a 
teacher and lecturer in Michigan area schools 
on the value of art and his life experiences, 
the establishment of his own scholarship pro-
grams, and the creation of the Paul Collins 
Humanitarian Award in 2000. Through his own 
merit, dedication and long and distinguished 
career of success, Paul Collins has assuredly 
gained a position of honor and distinction in 
our country. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 45TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE PEACE 
CORPS AND IN CELEBRATION OF 
NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in celebration of National Peace Corps Week 
and to congratulate the 7,800 Peace Corp Vol-
unteers—including 31 of my constituents— 
who are serving their country today in 72 
countries around the world. 

More than 182,000 Peace Corps Volunteers 
have served in 138 countries since the organi-
zation’s inception in 1961. Every year, thou-
sands of selfless volunteers share their time 
and talents by serving as teachers, business 
advisors, information technology consultants, 
health and HIV/AIDS educators, and youth 
and agriculture workers. 

In addition to serving countries around the 
globe, 272 Peace Corps’ Crisis Corps Volun-
teers were deployed to the Gulf Coast in the 
wake of Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. 
These volunteers assisted the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency with hurricane re-
sponse efforts. The deployment of Peace 
Corps’ Volunteers within the United States 
was a historic first, and a great help in man-
aging this national disaster. 

I praise our nation’s Peace Corps volunteers 
who serve their country and the world as hu-
manitarians, devoting themselves to transfer-
ring life-changing knowledge and skills to the 
people of other nations. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute the hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women of this nation who 
have selflessly served abroad as Peace Corps 
Volunteers. On this 45th Anniversary of the 
Peace Corps, I am especially proud to rep-
resent 31 such volunteers and I offer them my 
sincere gratitude. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TRI CITIES 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 
1098 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the 100th Anniversary of the Tri Cities Knights 
of Columbus Council 1098. 

In 1906, with an initial enrollment of 58 
members, the Tri Cities Knights of Columbus 
Council 1098 was formed. The first Grand 
Knight was Mr. E. J. Sweeney and the early 
meetings were held in a hall in Madison, Illi-
nois before moving to neighboring Granite 
City. 

The years before World War I saw steady 
growth in membership and the establishment 
of the Knights of Columbus as a presence 
within the Tri Cities community. During the 
Great Depression and World War II, member-
ship dwindled and it was only through the de-
termination of the few dedicated members that 
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