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They are committed to reforming our 

prison system, where our country has 
the largest prison population in the 
world. This is especially important 
since six in ten of those persons are 
people of color. 

So let me just congratulate the 
NAACP on the 97th anniversary of this 
institution, and I urge everyone to use 
this occasion to recommit themselves 
to the struggle for freedom, justice, 
and peace. 

WASHINGTON BUREAU, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE, 

Washington, DC, February 28, 2006. 
Representative BARBARA LEE, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE LEE: On behalf of 
the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP), our Na-
tion’s oldest, largest and most widely-recog-
nized grassroots civil rights organization, I 
am urging you, in the strongest terms pos-
sible, to reject provisions in President Bush’s 
proposed budget for 2007 and instead pass a 
budget plan that supports and encourages 
low- and middle-income Americans. A Na-
tion’s budget reflects its priorities; our will-
ingness ability to care for the sick and elder-
ly, educate the young, protect our sur-
roundings, respond to natural emergencies 
and protect those less fortunate. The budget 
proposal put forth by President Bush for fis-
cal year 2007 does not reflect the priorities 
of, nor does it serve the governmental needs, 
the majority of Americans. Rather, the 
President’s proposal would benefit the 
wealthiest Americans while short-changing 
low- and middle-income Americans and sad-
dling future generations with a debilitating 
deficit. 

I urge you to demonstrate the necessary 
leadership skills and to work with your col-
leagues to develop a budget proposal that en-
sures that the basic needs of all our citizens 
are met. This means rejecting the cuts in 
federal funding for education, health care, 
job training, small business promotion, the 
protection of our basic civil rights and lib-
erties and energy assistance. This also 
means rejecting the President’s proposed tax 
cuts, which have been proven to mostly ben-
efit only the wealthiest Americans and crip-
ple our ability to address some of the most 
basic needs of our society while at the same 
time ballooning our deficit. 

Although a majority of the Administra-
tion’s proposed cuts or program eliminations 
are problematic for the NAACP, we are espe-
cially troubled by the provision in the budg-
et to reduce funding for the crucial work of 
the EEOC. The President’s budget for 2007 in-
cludes a cut in funding of the EEOC Budget 
from $333 million to $323 million, most of 
which would be taken from State and local 
operations. State and local enforcement 
agencies handle about 42 percent of the total 
Title VII caseload, yet, they are being asked 
to take 60 percent of the budget cut. Because 
enforcement of civil rights laws is a key ele-
ment of the strategic goals and initiatives of 
the NAACP, we are especially troubled by 
these proposals. 

Again, on behalf of the millions of NAACP 
members and friends of civil rights across 
this Nation I hope that you will work hard to 
see that the values of supporting our young, 
our ill and our elderly as well as those less 
fortunate are addressed in this year’s budget. 
I look forward to working with you to ensure 
that the needs of all Americans are met. 

Thank you in advance for your attention to 
the concerns of the NAACP. 

Sincerely, 
HILARY O. SHELTON, 

Director. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4167, NATIONAL FOOD UNI-
FORMITY ACT OF 2005 

Mr. GINGREY, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–381) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 702) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 4167) to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
provide for uniform food safety warn-
ing notification requirements, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 
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30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
am honored to address the House once 
again. We would like to thank the 
Democratic leadership, Leader PELOSI, 
and also Mr. STENY HOYER, Democratic 
whip, Mr. JAMES CLYBURN, who is our 
chairman, and our vice chairman and 
also our steering committee that is 
working towards making sure that we 
head in the right direction as Ameri-
cans. 

Working in a bipartisan way, I think, 
is very, very important for the develop-
ment of our country; and I had an op-
portunity to talk to our vice chair, Mr. 
LARSON, a little earlier today, and he 
was very excited about hopefully, 
maybe in this second stage of the 109th 
Congress, Mr. Speaker, we can work in 
a bipartisan way on behalf of the 
American people. 

As you know, the 30-something 
Working Group comes to the floor 
every time we get an opportunity to 
come to the floor to talk about issues 
that are facing everyday Americans 
and projects that we should be working 
on in a bipartisan way. We also share 
not only with the Members but with 
the American people our efforts on this 
side, being in the minority here in this 
body, being a few numbers behind the 
Republican numbers here that are 
Members of this House, of how we 
would govern, how we would stand on 
behalf of the American people, how we 
would make sure that those individuals 
that punch in every day to go to work 
and know what it means to take a 15- 
minute break in the morning and one 
in the afternoon and a solid 30 minutes 
of lunch, if they get that; and to give 
voice to those seniors and those vet-
erans that have served our country. 

We said we would uphold the commit-
ment to them of lifelong health care 
and making sure that we are there for 
them, because they have allowed us to 
salute one flag today, Mr. Speaker. 
Those individuals that are getting sand 
in their teeth right now, our men and 
women in uniform right now in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and other parts of the 
world, the Horn of Africa, as we start 
working this effort against terrorism, I 
think it is important we give voice to 
them; the families that are looking for 
how they are going to make ends meet 
on their health care needs. 

On this side of the aisle we have 
many proposals that are stuck in com-
mittee, Mr. Speaker, and also proposals 
that will never see the light of day on 
this floor. Not because there is not a 
great effort on this side, not only in 
the area of ideas, but forward-leaning, 
hard facts of how we can provide health 
care for not only small businesses to 
offer to their employees, but also for 
individuals that would like to make 
sure their children can grow up 
healthy. 
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So I feel very good, Mr. Speaker, 
about the position of the Democratic 
Caucus within the House. The Amer-
ican people feel very good about it, and 
I think it is important that we allow 
the American people to see an oppor-
tunity for us to work in a bipartisan 
way. 

Last time I was on the floor, Mr. 
Speaker, along with Mr. RYAN and Mr. 
DELAHUNT, we talked about the House 
Democrats innovation agenda. And in 
that agenda we talk about broadband 
access for all Americans, not just for 
some Americans. We talk about the 
fact that we need more scientists and 
math teachers in our classrooms, and 
that is going to be accomplished within 
a short period of time. 

We also gave quotes from private sec-
tor company presidents and CEOs that 
are literally begging this Congress to 
move forward as it relates to our agen-
da and innovation. We talk about inno-
vation. We are talking about preparing 
not only this generation, but the next 
generation to not compete against the 
next county, not compete against the 
next state, not even competing with 
one another as it relates to Americans, 
but to make sure that America stays 
ahead of or parallel to other countries 
and what they are doing. 

There is a great deal of frustration 
out there, Mr. Speaker, of many Amer-
icans that are concerned about the fact 
that they cannot get a job. They try to 
train themselves. They try to educate 
themselves, but they cannot get a job 
because we are bringing individuals 
over from other countries to be able to 
fill those jobs because we have not 
stepped up to the plate to incentivize 
economically many of the citizens of 
the United States of America to be able 
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