
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE2372 March 1, 2006 
know about FEMA not having the re-
sources. We did not know about the 
lack of coordination. You know what? 
You know what? They know nothing. 
They do not know how to govern. 

And that is what I would describe as 
a habit that has developed over time, a 
habit of incompetence. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. No doubt about it. 
Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. DELAHUNT, 

you know what OPEC means and what 
they owe? I just want to make sure, 
Mr. Speaker, in case someone may say, 
well, they pointed out the obvious. 
Some may say the negative, if you ask 
the Republican majority. Oh, they are 
so negative. Well, guess what? We be-
lieve in telling the American people 
the truth. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Find a positive 
way to explain that. Our friends on the 
other side who say we are always being 
negative. Figure out, if they can ex-
plain to us a positive way of saying 
that this country is being sold off to 
other countries piece by piece. 

If they can find a positive way of ex-
plaining that, we are open to it. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. There you go. 
I do not how to do it. 

Mr. DELAHUNT. I am just thinking 
here. You know how the political pun-
dits divide this country up into blue 
States and red States. Well, you know, 
if you would bring back that previous 
poster, you know, you ought to paint 
those numbers there in red, because 
here is what is happening to the United 
States. It is becoming all red. It is be-
coming all red while we sit here and 
whistle in the dark. 

Because we are indebting ourselves 
and our future to foreign nations and 
that map says it all, Mr. MEEK, says it 
all. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. DELAHUNT, 
let me just real quickly, because our 
hour is coming to an end. We, the 
Democrats, Mr. SPRATT who is our 
Democratic leader on the Budget Com-
mittee, 2006 budget resolution failed 
165–264. 

Republicans 0–28. The bottom line, no 
Republicans voted for it. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. What is that? 
Mr. MEEK of Florida. What this is 

saying is basically that we want to bal-
ance the budget, we want to pay as we 
go, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Before you can 
spend any money, you have got to find 
a way to pay for it. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Not this bor-
row money from foreign countries 
stuff. Again, in Spratt substitute 
amendment to Resolution 393, 2005 
budget, again, voted down 224, not one 
Republican voted to pay as we go, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Now what I am going to do, Mr. 
RYAN, when we come back in an hour, 
I am going to read off other examples, 
at least five others within the last cou-
ple of years. We have tried to put this 
country on the right track. But guess 

what? The Republican majority has 
blocked us. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We heard from 
the President during the State of the 
Union address a bunch of fuzzy math, 
but we are going to balance the budget 
by 2009. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. No, they are 
saying that they are going to cut taxes. 
Only we have balanced the budget, the 
Democratic Congress. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We are going to 
cut the budget in half by 2009. That re-
minds me of the old Lou Rawls song, I 
will see you when I get there. Do you 
know what I mean? 

This is just to put a bow on every-
thing that we have been talking about. 
When we are paying the interest on all 
of this debt, you know, we are not bor-
rowing the money from Sky Bank or 
Home Savings in downtown Warren, 
Ohio. We are borrowing it from these 
other countries, and we are paying 
them debt. 

Look what we are doing just on the 
interest on the debt, Mr. MEEK, Mr. 
DELAHUNT. This is the net interest we 
pay in the 2007 budget, what we are 
going to have to pay, almost $250 bil-
lion just on the interest on all of that 
money that Mr. MEEK showed you 
where we are borrowing it from. 

But also look what we are not spend-
ing it on because of it. Here is edu-
cation. Here is homeland security. Here 
is veterans. All of these programs are 
taking a hit because our friends on the 
other side do not know how to balance 
the budget. They waste spending. They 
lose $9 billion in Iraq. They waste $300 
billion on 11,000 trailers sitting in the 
mud in Hope, Arkansas, and meanwhile 
Pell grants are going up, veterans are 
asked to pay more, and we cannot take 
care of our own ports. 

We will be back in an hour. But if 
you want to get a hold of us, Members 
who are watching this in our offices, 
www.housedemocrats.gov/30something 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. With that, 
thank you, Mr. RYAN, Mr. DELAHUNT. 
We would like to thank the Democratic 
leader for the time. 

f 

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

KUHL of New York). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 4, 
2005, the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
PRICE) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the opportunity to come be-
fore the House this evening with an-
other edition of the Official Truth 
Squad to, as we have talked about, 
kind of set the record straight. 

I want to thank the Republican lead-
ership and the Republican Conference 
for allowing me and other Members of 
our conference to come and talk this 
evening. 

The group that we have just heard, I 
was a little encouraged at the very be-

ginning, because the tone was a little 
different, but then they just could not 
help themselves. They just could not 
help themselves. So we launched into 
hyperbole, and we launched into 
disinformation, and we launched into 
misinformation, and we launched into 
distortion. 

And frankly when I go home, when I 
talk to constituents at home, they say, 
what on Earth is going on up there in 
Congress? Why is it so partisan? And it 
is just tough to understand how people 
can be so doggone negative and think 
that it results in a positive outcome. 

It is tough to understand how the 
politics of division are seen to be the 
way that we ought to go as a Nation. 
And it really is remarkable. We are, all 
of us, on the same team, Republicans, 
Democrats, Independents. We are all on 
the same team. We are all Americans. 

We have got some incredible chal-
lenges that confront us as a Nation. 
And the politics of division, frankly, 
they do a disservice to us as a Nation. 
They are not helpful. I believe they are 
frankly shameful for the individuals 
that seem to believe that that is the 
way that we ought to conduct our-
selves in public discourse. It just does 
not make any sense, Mr. Speaker. It 
does not make any sense. 

It is not new, though. It has been 
going on in American politics, frankly, 
for a long time. Some would say that 
some folks on the other side of the 
aisle now have elevated it to a grand 
tradition and to a new height of excel-
lence. But I want to read something 
that President Abraham Lincoln said 
that talked about the politics of divi-
sion and how destructive it is. 

b 1815 
He talked about his philosophy of 

government and social philosophy. 
‘‘You cannot bring about prosperity by 
discouraging thrift. You cannot 
strengthen the weak by weakening the 
strong. You cannot help the wage earn-
er by pulling down the wage payer. You 
cannot encourage the brotherhood of 
man by encouraging class hatred. You 
cannot help the poor by destroying the 
rich.’’ 

It kind of crystallizes American phi-
losophy, we are all in this together. 
Mr. Lincoln was a master at putting 
words and thoughts together and con-
trast together. I do not think it has 
ever been said better, frankly. 

I highlight that because I encourage 
my colleagues all across this Chamber 
to recognize that the kind of politics of 
division that seems to be practiced by 
some is not helpful, it is not produc-
tive. It does a disservice to all. 

We are here with another session of 
the Official Truth Squad. The Official 
Truth Squad began when a group of 
freshman Republicans got together and 
talked about just what we were hearing 
from our constituents. Why on earth do 
you hear the kind of personal accusa-
tions that go on up there in Wash-
ington? 
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So we thought we would put together 

some truthful episodes. So we try to 
come here almost every night while we 
are in Washington to bring about some 
truth and talk about honest, open de-
bate in Washington about a variety of 
topics. 

Truth is incredibly important to the 
public discourse. If we are not dealing 
in truth, then we cannot reach the 
right conclusions. We cannot reach the 
right solutions to the challenges we 
have got. 

I am joined tonight by a number of 
folks. I would like to recognize, first, 
Congresswoman SCHMIDT from the 
great State of Ohio. She has been just 
a stellar member of the freshman class 
and a great proponent of freedom and 
liberty. We are going to talk a little bit 
about national security tonight, and 
Congresswoman SCHMIDT comes with 
an incredible background and expertise 
and experience serving at both the 
local level and the State level and the 
first woman to represent the district 
that she represents from southern 
Ohio. 

And we welcome you tonight, Mrs. 
SCHMIDT. Thank you so much for com-
ing, and we look forward to your words 
on national security. 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on the importance that 
we as a nation need to continue to do 
all we can to prevent another terrorist 
attack on our homeland. 

Some of us on this side of the aisle a 
few weeks ago had the chance to listen 
to the President, and the President 
talked about how 9/11 has changed all 
of us, and it has changed us forever. 

I remember that day as if it was yes-
terday. In fact, a few weeks ago I 
talked again about how when my 
daughter lived in New York in Manhat-
tan and we as a Nation witnessed the 
attacks on the Twin Towers, my 
daughter and I, we had dinner at the 
Windows on the World just 30 days be-
fore the event. And I knew she did not 
work close to the building, but I did 
not know the subway system. So when 
I saw the towers come down I was 
scared, scared about where she was. I 
was also horribly afraid that another 
attack would occur. 

The thing that was so frustrating was 
my husband and I could not get 
through to her because cell phones 
were the only way to get through and 
the buildings that housed the towers 
were destroyed. We did not get through 
to her for 2 full days. It made me real-
ize how important national security 
and homeland security are for our Na-
tion. Thank God, we only had fear and 
did not have regret and sorrow as so 
many others did. 

We as a Nation must do everything in 
our power to prevent another attack. 
Period. 

I rise today to congratulate the hard- 
working men and women of our intel-
ligence agencies and first responders on 

preventing another attempt since 9/11. 
The headlines normally fail to mention 
that it has been over 4 years since our 
Nation was hit by those terrorists on 
that horrific day. I, like most Ameri-
cans, like Congress, wake up every 
morning feeling safe, proceed with my 
day without even worrying about the 
threat of an attack because I know 
that from law enforcement to our na-
tional security apparatus, thousands of 
highly trained professionals are dili-
gently watching and working and pro-
tecting. 

Men and women using the latest 
technologies and a lot of muscle are 
hard at work around the clock making 
sure that those that want to hurt us 
are kept away. 

I hope everyone understands that the 
desire of the terrorist organizations to 
launch a deadly attack has not sub-
sided. It is their mission to attack and 
destroy us, to attack and destroy our 
way of life. But what has changed is 
that our ability to thwart attacks has 
dramatically increased. 

The latest in database technology, 
coupled with surveillance technologies, 
is proving to be a powerful force in 
identifying those potential attackers 
who want to kill us. We owe a great 
deal of gratitude to these men and 
women on the front lines of our de-
fense. 

Just this past week the media re-
ported that some 200,000 people across 
the globe are on our watchlist, persons 
that we have reason to believe wish to 
do us harm, but most importantly, 
200,000 people we have already identi-
fied as potential threats. And when you 
know who your enemy is, you have got 
a better chance at seeing them come at 
you. 

When we wake up each morning and 
turn on our television sets and there is 
no news of an attack, we do not even 
think that there might have been one. 
That, in itself, is a tribute to the hard 
work of our national security team. We 
go about our lives without fear of an-
other attack because of the job they 
are doing each and every minute of 
each and every day for us. And that 
means we must give them every tool 
needed to complete their mission. 

Their mission is not only important, 
it is a matter of life and death. Our life 
and death. My life and death. Your life 
and death, Mr. Speaker. 

Much has been said about the Na-
tional Security Agency’s surveillance 
program in the media. Much of it is 
nonsense and distortion, and I am so 
glad we have the Official Truth Squad 
here tonight to talk about that. 

I asked my constituents in a recent 
survey what they thought about the 
National Security Agency’s surveil-
lance program. Over 2,000 people have 
responded to date. Slightly less than 80 
percent support the program. 

Mr. Speaker, 80 percent is a huge 
number. That is a supermajority of 

folks, folks like you and me rep-
resenting all kind of ideologies and po-
litical affiliations. Eighty percent 
want the NSA to continue to do their 
job so you and I can remain free from 
terrorist attacks. 

The American people, first and fore-
most, want to be safe in their homes 
and go about their lives without that 
fear again of another 9/11. They exhibit 
far more common sense than the media 
ever gives them credit for. 

One of our colleagues from the great 
State of Texas has a great saying that 
Texas could use a whole lot less of 
Washington and Washington could use 
a whole lot more of Texas. I agree. Un-
fortunately, some day I hope in the 
very, very far, distant future we may 
well again be attacked. That attack 
may well be much larger in scope than 
9/11 ever hoped to be. And on that day 
I hope and I pray that we can all say 
we did everything in our power we 
could do to prevent it. That is our re-
sponsibility. Do you not agree? 

It is our responsibility to give this 
agency the tools necessary to protect 
the American people from another ter-
rorist attack. I am glad we are giving 
them those tools. 

It is our responsibility to see that 
they continue to have them so that you 
and I can wake up once again tomor-
row morning in the freest nation in the 
world, free to be able to go about doing 
our business without fear of an enemy 
knocking at our door. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Thank you so 
much, Congresswoman SCHMIDT. I ap-
preciate you coming and joining us to-
night. Your stories are always spell-
binding and very moving. 

And the story that you tell of your 
experience with your daughter on that 
fateful day is chilling. It brings back 
all the memories that all of us have 
and how thankful we all should be, are, 
can be of the incredible job that the 
first responders are doing all across 
this Nation, all across this Nation. So 
I thank you very much for coming and 
being with us. 

One of the privileges that we have, 
Mr. Speaker, as you well know, is to 
gain certain information, to be briefed 
on certain things that are happening 
around the world and certain activities 
that the American Government and 
American Defense Department are 
doing. Some of those things we can 
share, some of them we cannot share, 
but what I can share with the Amer-
ican people is this certainty. 

The fact that since 9/11 we have not 
had a major terrorist attack on the 
United States is not a mistake. It is 
not a mistake. It is not just by chance 
that we have, as Congresswoman 
SCHMIDT said, been able to awaken 
each morning and not really think 
about the possibility that it might hap-
pen again. 

There are men and women all across 
this Nation who are performing heroic 
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tasks day in and day out, and we all 
should be incredibly grateful and ap-
preciative of their efforts. 

I was pleased also to hear Congress-
woman SCHMIDT bring up the NSA do-
mestic terrorist surveillance project 
that is ongoing, a project that has been 
denigrated by many folks, a project 
that is frankly having an incredible ef-
fect on our national security and our 
ability to protect ourselves. It is a pro-
gram that was put in place by the 
President and the National Security 
Agency. And Congress, the appropriate 
individuals in Congress, were informed, 
were in the loop, were given informa-
tion, were told about it; and now some 
have kind of changed that story. 

But when it came to light in the pub-
lic and there were discussions about 
whether or not it was the right thing 
to do or the wrong thing to do, it ap-
peared to me that it was one of those 
issues that, as Congresswoman 
SCHMIDT said, our constituents believed 
in strongly. So I started asking. 

I hold a lot of town hall meetings, 
and I do a lot of speaking to a lot of 
groups back home, and when I do I of-
tentimes ask them. I said, if you had 
the opportunity as a nation, as the 
American Government, to know where 
terrorists were in terms of the use of a 
phone line, if you could know that and 
you were able to detect when they were 
making a telephone call from their 
home or from their cell phone into the 
United States, would you want to know 
what was going on in that conversa-
tion? 

Mr. Speaker, I promise you I have 
not had a single soul tell me that they 
do not think that that is what the gov-
ernment ought to be doing. In fact, 
what they say is, if we were not doing 
that, if we were not doing that, then we 
would not be living up to our respon-
sibilities that we have as a government 
to do probably the most important 
thing that we do day in and day out as 
a Federal Government, and that is to 
protect our homeland, to provide na-
tional security. 

So I am certain that the support that 
we see for this program is universal 
around the Nation. And we are not 
talking about listening into an Amer-
ican citizen call to an American citizen 
call domestically. Remember what we 
are talking about. We are talking 
about known terrorist cells, known ter-
rorist phone numbers, a known ter-
rorist identity having communication 
with someone in the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that we 
have the capability to detect that kind 
of communication, and I believe 
strongly, strongly, that my constitu-
ents, what they tell me is consistent 
with what folks believe around the Na-
tion; and that is that we ought to con-
tinue that program and we ought to 
make certain that we are doing what 
we can do to protect our homeland. 

We have also the opportunity so 
many times to hear from world leaders, 

and today was a day that I will not for-
get very soon. We had the Prime Min-
ister of Italy, Silvio Berlusconi, come 
and he gave an address to a joint ses-
sion of Congress. I was incredibly 
struck by so many of the comments 
that he made. And thank goodness 
they gave me a translation because my 
Italian is not very good. But I wanted 
to highlight a couple of the things that 
he said, because it just rings so true, 
and it talks about the incredible im-
portance of what we as a Nation are 
doing, having done, and are doing now 
around the world. 

b 1830 

So here are a couple of quotes from 
Prime Minister Berlusconi that he gave 
before Congress today. He said, Today, 
I am still grateful to the United States 
for the high price in lives you continue 
to pay in the fight against terrorism to 
assure our common security and defend 
human rights around the world. As I 
will never tire of repeating, when I see 
your flag, I do not merely see the flag 
of a great country. Above all, I see a 
symbol, a universal symbol, of democ-
racy and freedom. 

What an incredible picture he draws 
of what I feel in my heart and I know 
that so many of my constituents feel 
about the symbol of our Nation and 
about the incredibly important work 
that we are doing as a Nation. To have 
a leader of another country stand up 
and say proudly that he believes 
strongly in the work that the United 
States is doing to fight terrorism and 
to commit once again his nation to 
that fight was just incredibly inspiring. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi also said, 
History has shown that the aspiration 
to democracy is universal and that lib-
erty and democracy are contagious. 

It is just a reaffirmation of what we 
have talked about for the past number 
of years and how important this war on 
terrorism is and how important it is to 
plant the seeds of democracy around 
the world. This is what we are doing, 
and what that does is make it so that 
we as a Nation are more secure. We are 
not only more free, but we are more se-
cure as democracy moves around the 
world. 

Here are a couple of other quotes 
from the Prime Minister. He stood here 
just in this Chamber today and said, 
Only democracy can provide liberty 
and only liberty can guarantee that in-
dividuals will be able to develop their 
talents, channel their energies, achieve 
their dreams, and conquer prosperity. 
The only possible road is to work to-
gether to spread democracy. 

Is that not an inspiring message from 
another world leader? The only pos-
sible road is to work together to spread 
democracy. 

This is the final portion of his speech 
that I would like to share with you, 
Mr. Speaker, and with the Members 
once again of the House and frankly 

with our citizens. This was incredibly 
moving. Many of us had tears in our 
eyes as he closed, and he said, Allow 
me to conclude by sharing with you a 
brief story. It is the story of a young 
man who had just graduated from high 
school. His father took him to a ceme-
tery that was the final resting place for 
brave young soldiers, young people who 
had crossed an ocean to restore dignity 
and liberty to an oppressed people. In 
showing him those crosses, that father 
made his son vow never to forget the 
ultimate sacrifice those young Amer-
ican soldiers made for his freedom. 
That father made his son vow eternal 
gratitude to that country. The Prime 
Minister said, That father was my fa-
ther and that young man was me. I 
have never forgotten that sacrifice and 
that vow and I never will. 

Incredible words from a world leader, 
who draws us a picture of a time 60 
years ago, 50 years ago, when his father 
took him to a cemetery filled with 
American soldiers who had fought for 
his freedom. He tells us that he was 
asked by his father never to forget that 
sacrifice, and he vowed that he never 
would. 

The seeds of liberty, the seeds of free-
dom, the seeds of democracy that we 
plant around the world, we may never 
know when we will see the fruit of that 
planting. I wonder myself today wheth-
er there is an Iraqi man and an Iraqi 
woman who are telling similar stories 
to their sons and their daughters and 
that in 30 or 40 years we would be hon-
ored and privileged to have the Prime 
Minister or the President of a free Iraq 
come before the United States House of 
Representatives and tell that same 
story, as how they were inspired by 
their mom or their dad as they recog-
nize the sacrifice that American sol-
diers made on their behalf. An incred-
ible, incredible picture in words. 

I had the opportunity to speak to an 
American Legion group at home a 
number of weeks ago, and then another 
American Legion chapter came and 
visited my office just the other day. I 
was struck by something that they 
said. The American Legion’s motto is, 
‘‘For God and country,’’ and it is an ap-
propriate motto: ‘‘For God and coun-
try.’’ 

There is an American Legion division 
that was supposed to go to an elemen-
tary school, a public elementary school 
in our Nation and tell the young folks 
at the elementary school about the 
American Legion, about the history 
and their heritage. They were called a 
couple of days before their visit, and 
they were told, no, we cannot have you 
come; we have been threatened with a 
lawsuit because of your motto, ‘‘For 
god and country.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am just struck by the 
incredible diligence of all the men and 
women who fight for our national secu-
rity, all of the men and women who 
have fought for our national security, 
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and they recognize over and over and 
over again that freedom is not free, 
that there is a price to pay. 

Then I am struck by so many individ-
uals it appears that want to destroy 
the roots that we have that brought 
about our national security and about 
our freedom, and I just appreciate so 
much the opportunity to stand before 
the House of Representatives as a 
member of the Official Truth Squad 
and bring these stories to try to invig-
orate and uplift the American people to 
be proud of our heritage, to be proud of 
the men and women who are serving us 
so remarkably around the Nation and 
around the world. 

I am pleased now to be joined by a 
colleague, Congressman STEVE PEARCE, 
who is coming and participating with 
the Official Truth Squad this evening, 
to talk about our national security, 
homeland security and bringing some 
truth and honesty to the debate that 
we have here in the United States 
House of Representatives. I am pleased 
to yield to Congressman PEARCE. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and I think 
your conversation is exactly correct, 
that right now in America, when I visit 
the troops in Iraq, the young men and 
women there ask me one question that 
I cannot answer, and that is, they ask 
how come my parents do not see the 
good things that I am doing on TV at 
night. How come they only see the bad 
things? Why is the press trying to mis-
lead the public? 

So I appreciate your truth squad here 
where you begin to talk about the mag-
nificent things that our troops are 
doing because, when I am there, our 
troops tell us that we are winning in 
the neighborhoods and the hearts of 
the Iraqi people and the hearts of peo-
ple who distrusted us. 

I had three young men there from 
New Mexico. They call themselves the 
Three Amigos. They were telling me, 
when we were out on patrol the first 
days that we were there, and this was 
way back at the beginning of the war, 
they said that the people would peek 
out their window and open the window 
curtain and take a look out. The next 
week, maybe the window curtain was 
pulled open, the door still locked, the 
windows down. Gradually, the door 
opened up, and they would let their 
kids stand in the door and look at the 
Americans. 

Then they talked about the thing 
that I found in the Philippines when I 
was in the Air Force flying into Viet-
nam when you walk out among kids, 
and Asia and kids in other parts of the 
country, the thing they want to do is 
they want to touch the hair on your 
arm. So these young troops are saying, 
you know, the strangest things, the 
kids came out and the moms are hold-
ing them up to our face where the kids 
can see. They want to touch the hair 
on our arm. It was exactly the same 

thing I had experienced back in 1971, 
1972, and 1973. 

It brings down to me the fact that 
these Iraqis had been told for 35 years 
that the Americans will kill you. The 
truth is Saddam Hussein would kill 
them. He was always telling them an 
untruth; and when the truth was 
known, then the Iraqi people began to 
settle down. 

I would say also that, in this coun-
try, if there is a big issue today, one we 
as a Nation face, it is truth. It is the 
understanding of what objective truth 
is. It is the understanding of who can 
tell us and who will tell us the truth. 
So I appreciate the gentleman’s efforts 
to bring some truth to this floor be-
cause often we have got our friends 
who come and they talk about special 
interests and are pointing at the other 
team. The truth is, the biggest special 
interest group in this body are the trial 
lawyers, and the biggest special inter-
est group in the other body are trial 
lawyers. They are the ones that are 
getting the most influence here. Yet 
our friends seem to forget that they 
are a special interest group and they 
are causing great outcomes in legisla-
tion. 

So I appreciate the gentleman’s ef-
forts to bring truth to the floor of the 
House of Representatives and espe-
cially as it regards our troops because 
our troops are doing magnificent 
things as they are in harm’s way every 
day. We as a grateful Nation should al-
ways take the time to say thank you, 
not only to the troops but also to fami-
lies of the troops, for being willing to 
be the last wedge between tyranny that 
originates in the Middle East and free-
doms that we are trying to export from 
this country. I think that we owe all of 
our families and all of our troops a 
good round of thanks from a grateful 
Nation. 

I salute the gentleman for his efforts. 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman so much. I appre-
ciate you bringing up truth again. 

The Official Truth Squad, we have 
got a quote that we oftentimes refer to 
that kind of gets to the heart of the 
matter. It is a quote from Senator Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan, and what he said 
is that everyone’s entitled to their own 
opinion, but not their own facts. So I 
appreciate so much you bringing truth 
to the fore, and there are some facts 
that oftentimes get distorted. 

One of them is that people talk about 
the decrease or the cuts in the defense 
budget, in the military budget and how 
on Earth can you continue as we are 
doing right now by cutting those folks 
that are protecting us. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, if you look at the numbers, 
there are not any cuts at all, and there 
are not any cuts appropriately because 
we are in the time that we are in right 
now and the budgetary authority, 
which means the amount of money 
that is able to be appropriated to the 

military in 2000, was $287 billion; in the 
next year, 2001, $303 billion. It does not 
look like a cut to me: 2002, $328 billion, 
and you see as we go out 2003, $365 bil-
lion; the following year, $376 billion; 
and 2005, 2006, $411 billion. 

Now, the truth of the matter is that 
that budget is appropriately increasing 
in spite of what you hear from the 
other side; and, in fact, you hear often-
times some claims from folks on the 
other side of the aisle who say that we 
are not making any progress in na-
tional security, we are not making any 
progress in Iraq. I am always fond of 
bringing charts and pictures because I 
think that they speak so much louder 
than words. 

This one is a phenomenal one. We are 
transitioning in Iraq, in the political 
environment, in the economic environ-
ment and in the military environment; 
and one of the transitions that is oc-
curring is the transition of force levels 
of the Iraqi Army. What they are doing 
is momentous work over there. 

In fact, what this chart shows is that 
in August of 2004 there were only five 
Iraqi battalions in combat, and you see 
the steady continual increase, and 
what many folks will not tell you is 
that in January of 2006, just a little 
over a month ago, 98 Iraqi Army bat-
talions in combat. 

What does that mean? That means 
that American soldiers, American men 
and women who have been serving in 
this war on terror and protecting your 
freedom and mine, can begin to come 
home. That is what that means. So we 
are making progress along those lines. 

To give some other identity to the 
kinds of progress that is being made 
over there, this is the statistic that I 
just mentioned in August of 2004, only 
a handful of Iraqi Army battalions 
were in the fight. Now there are nearly 
100, but it goes on. 

In July of 2004, there were no oper-
ational army division brigade head-
quarters in Iraq, and today, eight bri-
gade headquarters. Thirty-seven bat-
talions have assumed battle space. 

In July 2004, a little under 2 years 
ago, there were no operational special 
police, commando, public order, 
mechanized police or emergency re-
sponse units. Under the Ministry of the 
Interior in Iraq, not one, not any of 
them; and in less than 2 years, today, 
there are 28 such battalions in the bat-
tle. 

November 2004, there were about 
115,000 trained and equipped Iraqi secu-
rity forces. Today, over 227,000, nearly 
a quarter of a million trained and 
equipped security forces and others, if 
you talk about local police, individ-
uals. 

b 1845 

And the experience and the ability of 
the Iraqi forces has increased remark-
ably. In December of last year, 2 
months ago, the Iraqi armed forces had 
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more independent operations than did 
coalition forces. Mr. Speaker, did you 
hear that: more independent operations 
by the Iraqi forces than coalition 
forces. Remarkable. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have a 
couple other folks join me; and fellow 
Georgian, Congressman KINGSTON, who 
has such great insight into national se-
curity and great service here in the 
House of Representatives, is here; and I 
appreciate his coming down. 

Mr. KINGSTON. Thank you, Mr. 
PRICE. I just wanted to say that I have 
the honor of representing the 3rd Infan-
try Division in Hinesville, Georgia, and 
in Savannah, Georgia, as well as the 
1st Battalion 75th Ranger Regiment, 
and in all maybe as high as 20,000 
troops from my district who have been 
in Iraq, the 48th Brigade, some coming 
and some going. But the thing that 
struck me as I went to Iraq in Decem-
ber is the amount of the turf, as you 
have mentioned, which has already 
been ceded to Iraqi security patrol. 

When we were there, 50 percent of 
Baghdad was already under Iraqi con-
trol. And last week, I had the honor of 
meeting with General Webster, who 
was in charge of the 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion over there, he just got back, and 
he told me that number now in Bagh-
dad is about 60 percent. In Mozul, 25 to 
30 percent of it is under Iraqi security 
patrol. And the government of Mozul, 
interestingly enough, is headed by a 
mayor who is a Sunni, and he has suf-
fered personally. His family has been 
attacked because of it. Yet, at the 
same time, here is a guy who is still 
facing the wind and saying, let’s get 
the job done, and not turning back. 

One of the things I know you and I 
have heard from folks in Iraq and in 
Afghanistan is, we want to know is 
America here to stay until we are up 
and running. I know there are a lot of 
Democrats who would like to pull out 
tomorrow, and I understand that. I 
wish all our troops were home from ev-
erywhere. But the message that we got 
from the folks over there is, we really 
appreciate what you are doing; we need 
you to stay until the job is done. 

And then as I have talked to the 3rd 
Infantry soldiers, it is the same thing: 
we have to finish this job. We just can’t 
faint in the face of adversity. There are 
so many in America, the Michael 
Moores, the Cindy Sheehans, the fringe 
branch of the liberals that want us to 
cut and run. I think that would be such 
a huge disservice to all the troops who 
have died. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. If the gen-
tleman would yield back to me for a 
moment, I think it is important to 
note that there are some in this Cham-
ber who want to do just that, who say 
to pull out immediately. But as we 
both know, and our constituents and 
citizens around the Nation know, that 
is not feasible nor is it advisable. 

What is at stake, and I was telling 
the Members earlier, the Italian Prime 

Minister today really clearly defined 
what is at stake: if we as a free people 
in this world are able to plant liberty 
and democracy around the world, we 
increase our security. We increase our 
security. 

And I know that the gentleman 
would concur with that. 

Mr. KINGSTON. That is a message 
we hear from all over, particularly new 
Europe, emerging Europe, the Europe 
that had been 50 years under the Soviet 
bloc. They understand freedom, and 
they understand oppression. They do 
not take it for granted. They are not so 
anti-American as the Germans and the 
French seem to be. They do not enjoy 
the U.S. kicking that so many of our 
fair weather friends over there do. 

But along with military progress in 
Iraq, there has been tremendous eco-
nomic progress. As I was there looking 
down from the helicopter over the 
streets of Baghdad, I saw small busi-
nesses, traffic jams, people moving in 
and out of buildings buying things and 
so forth. 

There is a port in Iraq that under 
Saddam Hussein never was used. 
Today, it has 40 ships a month going 
into it. In terms of newspapers and 
banking, it is coming back. In 2003, 
there were 13 Iraqi companies listed on 
the New York Stock Exchange. Today, 
I think that number is somewhere be-
tween 60 and 80. That is a lot of 
progress. 

The GDP last year, I think, was 
something like $15 billion. Today it is 
$29 billion. A very small economy, but 
that is a huge step. The unemployment 
rate was something like 70 percent, and 
it is now 26 percent. Still very high un-
employment rate by our standards, but 
for the Middle East, pretty doggone 
good. I can tell you that the Pales-
tinian Authority wishes their unem-
ployment rate were that low. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. It is great 
that you are able to share those statis-
tics, because what they do is show and 
demonstrate to the American people 
that in fact there is a plan and there is 
progress. 

We hear some of our friends on the 
other side saying there is no plan, 
nothing is happening over there that is 
making any progress. But the three- 
prong plan that you know about well 
is: one, military, which we have talked 
about; the other, economic, that you 
have so clearly identified with the in-
crease in GDP, a 100 percent increase in 
their economy, the decrease in their 
unemployment, which is cut by two- 
thirds, which is remarkable in terms of 
the progress there; and then there’s the 
third arm, which is the political arm. 
And what we have seen, what the world 
has seen over the past year are three 
independent elections, each with grow-
ing participation by the Iraqi people. 
They understand what is at stake. 
They understand what is at stake. 

So for anybody to even have any sen-
sibility about saying that there just 

isn’t a plan or has not been any 
progress, just doesn’t make sense to 
me. 

Mr. KINGSTON. There is one Sunni 
province that went from something 
like a 2 percent voter turnout in Janu-
ary 2005 to December 15, 2005, having 
over a 60 percent voter turnout. Lots of 
people risking lives to go to the polls 
and very enthusiastic about it. When 
you think about the 300 political par-
ties, when here we worry about Demo-
crats versus Republicans, but 300 dif-
ferent political parties electing 275 
members of a new parliament to serve 
now for 4-year terms, it is going to 
take awhile to have a coalition govern-
ment put together. Usually those 
things take two or three months to 
happen. 

But what I saw when I was over there 
is people wanting to put down the gun 
and pick up the pencil and pick up the 
paper and say let’s move from the bat-
tlefield to the legislative chamber and 
debate this. 

There are so many challenges to 
starting a new nation, but what they 
need right now is the world community 
behind them. They do not need world 
criticism behind them. I think some-
times our disagreements with the ad-
ministration’s foreign policy has led us 
to be anti-Iraqi people, and I do not 
think the critics of the administration 
intend it to be that way, but that is the 
way it comes out overseas. 

So I think we have to say, you know, 
Democrats and Republicans, and Re-
publicans versus Republicans, can dis-
agree on our foreign policy in Iraq and 
the war on terrorism; but we have to 
stand behind the Iraqi people. It is in 
everyone’s interest for Iraq to succeed. 
And this is the point we are at. We can-
not go back and say, well, this is what 
we should have done in 2003, this is 
what we should have done here and 
there. You have to take the situation 
as it is today and from this point on 
how are we going to move through the 
future. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Without a 
doubt. I am so glad you joined us to 
talk about this, because that is what 
the Official Truth Squad is all about, 
bringing to light the truth of issues, 
but also understanding and appre-
ciating and articulating what our con-
stituents know, and that is that these 
challenges are not Republican chal-
lenges or Democrat challenges; they 
are American challenges. They are 
challenges we all have to face together. 

I know the gentleman joins me in 
just calling on our colleagues to step 
up, to recognize that the Iraqi people 
need our support now more than ever 
before, and to recognize that we have a 
lot of hurdles, a lot of challenges, but 
together we can overcome them, as can 
they. 

I appreciate the gentleman’s partici-
pation tonight and his expertise and 
perspective to the Official Truth 
Squad. 
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Mr. KINGSTON. Well, I appreciate 

being with you. 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 

we have been joined by another great 
colleague, a gentleman from Texas, an-
other member of the freshman class 
and a great fellow who has participated 
in many of these Official Truth Squad 
activities, Congressman LOUIE GOH-
MERT, a former judge and chief justice 
of the court of appeals in Texas. He has 
just great experience with this area of 
the history of national security, and he 
comes tonight to share some of his 
thoughts with us. 

Congressman GOHMERT. 
Mr. GOHMERT. Well, it is refreshing 

to hear about good things going on in 
Iraq. Of course, we know that some 
have been concerned a civil war may be 
breaking out over there, but the truth 
is what this boils down to is they have 
been finding with the IEDs, these ex-
plosive devices that have been killing 
now both Iraqis and Americans, that 
that hasn’t worked. They have seen we 
have a President with firm resolve; 
that we are going to stay the course 
and make sure the country is ready to 
stand on its own and then let her 
stand. 

So they realized they were not being 
successful in that regard, so a last- 
ditch effort you have terrorists from 
other areas coming in and blowing up 
their own precious mosques to try to 
turn Shi’a against Sunni. It is obvious 
that this is a last-ditch effort to try to 
divide the country, because it scares a 
lot of folks over there greatly to think 
about a democracy succeeding right in 
the heart of the Middle East. I mean, 
that could spread to Iran. Boy, that 
scares Iran. It could spread to Syria. 
There are a number of countries over 
there that it scares them because de-
mocracy, as the President has said, 
could change things, and those folks 
are right on each other’s borders. 

If I could take you back to 1973, be-
tween my sophomore and junior year 
in college, I was an exchange student 
in the former Soviet Union. Back then 
we didn’t call it the former Soviet 
Union, it was the Soviet Union, and I 
spent a summer there and associated 
with and dealt with college students 
there in Ukraine, where I was. And I 
developed a number of friends, one of 
whom was an engineering student, a 
smart guy. He spoke a little better 
English than I did Russian. Well, a lot 
better English than I did Russian. 

We had some wonderful conversa-
tions. Very frank, very honest discus-
sions. And at one point he was saying, 
you Americans seem to not understand 
why we would cling to communism, but 
it is the best thing we have ever had. 
We have had two major wars on our 
own soil and we have had to divert 
most everything to defense just to pro-
tect ourselves. As he pointed out, you, 
on the other hand, you have got two 
major oceans protecting the east and 
the west. 

Think about that. That is profound. 
And that is something that will be 
written about the United States hun-
dreds of years from now when someone 
writes about the rise and fall of the 
greatest Nation in the history of the 
world, that we had two major oceans. 
Now, I would say that is a blessing 
from God. That is what has allowed 
this Nation to be nourished and to 
grow without much threat of interven-
tion from other countries because they 
had to cross two major oceans to get 
here. 

The thing that concerns me is finding 
out we are potentially allowing foot-
holds on our own soil. We are giving up 
an advantage. I didn’t realize we had 
other foreign countries managing, leas-
ing, utilizing avenues of entry in our 
ports. But now we have one transaction 
that is up right now with the UAE, the 
United Arab Emirates. As some have 
pointed out, the UAE has been our 
friend since 9/11, and that is interesting 
in and of itself; but there is a trans-
action in question that has stirred up 
much of America, for them to purchase 
or lease terminals at six of our ports. 
So I think it bears looking into. 

If this goes through, of course they 
would be handling shipping arrivals, 
departures, unloading at the dock, and 
other security sensitive functions. Yes, 
we would still have our Coast Guard. 
Yes, we would still have American Cus-
toms at work. Some of us are aware 
that they do not always catch every-
thing. We are a little sarcastic some-
times in Texas. But they may have 
containers sitting on their docks for a 
number of days. They will necessarily 
be aware of the manner in which our 
government inspects containers, how it 
selects the maybe 5 to 6 percent that it 
actually x-rays, how it goes about se-
lecting which container will be one of 
the maybe 1 percent that they actually 
examine. 

The current administration has 
looked at the issue and seems surprised 
that Americans are really upset about 
the issue. 

b 1900 

And I want to say about this Presi-
dent, he is the first President in at 
least 30 years to take seriously the 
threat of a foreign government. I know 
I was in the United States Army at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, back when the 
United States soil was attacked and 
Americans were taken hostage. That is 
an act of war. Under international law, 
you attack somebody’s embassy, as 
ours was attacked in Iran, it is an act 
of war and it justifies defending your-
self. And we did nothing. We begged 
them to let them go. 

And then later, because of a lack of 
leadership here in Washington, there 
was a failed rescue attempt that em-
barrassed us even further. But it sent a 
message that perhaps we do not have 
the stomach, we cannot handle these 

things. Perhaps if we had had an ad-
ministration in Washington 30 years 
ago that took care of business when we 
were attacked, we would not be wor-
rying about these issues now. But it did 
not and so we do. 

Some say, well, since the UAE is one 
of three nations to have recognized the 
Taliban as an official government, that 
that gives them concern, as it should. 
There are indications that the UAE 
also saw an opportunity for making 
money, and so apparently there were al 
Qaeda moneys that flowed through 
UAE systems. 

But this administration has done 
more to fight terrorism abroad than 
any perhaps in history. This terrorism 
is a relatively new phenomenon for our 
young country. But we have not done 
so well at home. And so it bears look-
ing at even more closely. 

We need legal immigration. We need 
people legally coming across the bor-
der, willing to work. Most all of us 
were a result of immigrants, even being 
here. It is a good thing, if you are will-
ing to work. But we need to secure our 
borders so terrorists do not come in. 

Now, since there is a war going on 
near our U.S. border, at our U.S. bor-
der, and some of us believe there have 
been insufficient efforts by the Federal 
Government to intervene and help our 
sheriffs and those that are trying to 
fight that war, it gets even more crit-
ical. 

I personally do not believe that this 
great Nation should be contracting out 
any rights to manage, operate, use, 
own any avenue of entry into the U.S., 
whether it is an airport, whether it is a 
bridge across our border, whether it is 
a road across our border, or whether it 
is a terminal in our seaports. That is 
just problematic. 

Now, the UAE has been our friend. 
They have been helpful to us in the war 
on terror, and we do want them as an 
ally. And I hope and pray we have a 
longstanding relationship with them 
that just brings us closer. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Will the gen-
tleman yield? 

Mr. GOHMERT. I yield to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I appreciate 
the gentleman’s comments about the 
Dubai ports deal, because I know that 
you have received a lot of communica-
tion from home and I have as well. I 
tell you, it is one of those lightning rod 
issues that really people have this vis-
ceral reaction that we just ought not 
to be allowing a foreign government to 
have some type of operational control 
over our ports. And I tell you—and I 
could not agree more. 

But I will tell you what I think is the 
wonder and the beauty of our system of 
government is that what we have is 
congressional oversight that allows us 
to get together, we did so just today in 
the Financial Services Committee, and 
ask the administration what, how did 
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you reach that decision? Did we touch 
all the bases? Did we do all the right 
steps? Did we make all the right steps? 
The Senate has done the same thing 
and we will move through this process. 

And so I am heartened by a system of 
government that has checks and bal-
ances, that you and I serve in one of 
those branches, and it allows us to 
move forward and make certain that 
we understand what our constituents 
understand and that the administra-
tion understands what our constituents 
understand, and that is that port secu-
rity is border security and border secu-
rity is necessary for national security. 

So I appreciate you bringing that 
issue up. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Will the gentleman 
yield back? 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Please. 
Mr. GOHMERT. This is also part of 

an important process. Some people say, 
why would you come down and talk for 
an hour on the floor of the House? It is 
part of educating our colleagues with 
information we have gleaned in pre-
paring to come here. It is part of edu-
cating the people that would bother to 
watch this on television. And we have 
picked up some facts. And it is impor-
tant people understand there are 
changing relationships, one of the 
things that concerns us when we have a 
contract that deals with an avenue of 
entry into this country with a foreign 
country. 

After World War II, we had no better 
friend than France. They knew that 
they had their freedom, they got their 
country back over the graves of the 
brave men and women of the United 
States and other countries, they got it 
back for them. Our Americans died. 

Now, it hasn’t been too many years 
later they have forgotten all about 
that. Now they call us imperialists. 
And I get a chuckle when I hear some-
body from France saying we are impe-
rialists, because if we really were, they 
would not be speaking French over 
there in their country right now, and 
they would not be running their own 
country and they would not be calling 
us names now. 

But anyway, they are. But it just 
shows an example of how things change 
with other countries, even some that 
have been dear friends. 

And I wanted to point out something 
else that we learned that helps people 
assess how close the UAE actually 
looks at issues like we do. So I went 
back, I think not only do words have 
meaning, but votes have meaning; and 
I have a bill pending that we have filed, 
the U.N. Voting Accountability Act, 
and we have got a lot of Republicans, I 
know, supporting us. I do not know 
that I have Democrats supporting us. 
But it basically says any country that 
voted against us more than half the 
time in the U.N. the preceding year 
gets no financial assistance this year. 
And then it gives the exception for na-
tional security, but to the President. 

But that caused me to say, well, I 
wonder how the UAE has voted in the 
U.N.? Well, I went back and looked. My 
staff has done a great job helping out. 
In 2002, the year after 9/11, there were 
90 votes in the U.N. Of those, the UAE 
voted against our position 61 times, 
with our position, 13 times, abstained 
13 times and was absent 3 times. Now, 
not exactly a real good, helpful voting 
record for the U.S. 

But in 2003, there were 85 votes in the 
U.N. UAE voted against our position 66 
times, with our position they agreed 8 
times, abstained 9 times and were ab-
sent 2 times. Then I went ahead and 
put these up. 

We do not have 2005 records; those 
will come out from the U.N. on March 
31, according to their own rules. But in 
2004, the UAE, well, there were 79 votes 
in the U.N. in 2004. They voted with the 
United States 5 times. Oh, good friend, 
yeah. And then against the United 
States 62 times, abstained 10 times and 
were absent 2 times. 

So I think those are telling. And I 
think it is part of the democratic proc-
ess that as Republicans we feel an obli-
gation, I know I do, to come down and 
educate people on what it is we are 
looking back at. 

We know no government lasts for-
ever. I know I left the bench because 
having three daughters, I just could 
not leave this world without trying to 
leave this country better than it was 
when we found it. 

I do not want to leave a country that 
is not secure. 

I do not want to leave a country that 
is overly in debt. And those are rea-
sons, I know we have talked before 
with my good friend from Georgia, 
these are things we hold dear that are 
important to us. And I want to make 
sure that in the 100, 200, 300, whoever 
knows how many years from now when 
somebody writes The Rise and Fall of 
the Greatest Nation on Earth, it does 
not fall to us that we let things slip by 
giving people who may have liked us at 
one time a foothold on our soil that 
elevated into something that hurt us 
down the road. 

One other parenthetical. Of course, 
as an old judge, I am concerned about 
due process. And I heard the gentleman 
from Georgia talking about eaves-
dropping on foreigners calling in here. 
We know terrorists. By golly, if a ter-
rorist is calling the United States, we 
need to know what they are saying. 

But on the other hand, when you 
look at due process within the United 
States, it has been so critical, it is so 
important to us. If you do not secure 
the borders and keep out people that 
want to come in and hurt you, then 
you are necessarily going to have give 
up due process rights within the United 
States to protect yourself and stay se-
cure. 

I do not want to do that. I want to se-
cure all our avenues of entry and make 

sure we do not give up due process 
rights. 

Of course, if you are a terrorist try-
ing to phone home or phone into our 
home from your home where you hate 
us, then look out. We are going to be 
watching. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank the 
gentleman from Texas so very, very 
much for enlightening us. And I think 
the take-home message here is that 
port security is border security and 
border security is national security. 
And that is something I think that the 
American people understand very, very 
clearly. 

And I appreciate you bringing the in-
formation about the U.N. votes. We 
have got, if you look at it, in fact, 
there are not many nations on the face 
of the Earth that support us as we 
would like them to in the United Na-
tions, and we look forward to bringing 
that information to light. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be a 
part of the Official Truth Squad, a 
group that comes down here almost 
every night and tries to bring some 
positive information about the United 
States, who tries to shed light on 
issues that are so often distorted here 
in the House Chamber. 

The most important thing is, I think, 
that we all are truly blessed to live in 
this wondrous Nation. This is a nation 
that has given more freedom and more 
liberty and more prosperity to more in-
dividuals on the face of the Earth than 
any Nation in the history of mankind; 
and it is our privilege, it is our privi-
lege to represent a portion of that Na-
tion here in the House of Representa-
tives. 

I once again appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share some thoughts with my 
colleagues here in the House, and look 
forward to coming back at some point 
in the future. And I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL 
MEMBERS TO THE MEXICO- 
UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania). Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 276h, and the order of 
the House of December 18, 2005, the 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Members of 
the House to the Mexico-United States 
Interparliamentary Group, in addition 
to Mr. KOLBE of Arizona, Chairman, 
and Mr. MCCAUL of Texas, Vice Chair-
man, appointed on February 16, 2006: 

Mr. DREIER, California 
Mr. MANZULLO, Illinois 
Mr. DELAHUNT, Massachusetts 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, American Samoa 
Mr. ENGLISH, Pennsylvania 
Mr. WELLER, Illinois 
Mr. REYES, Texas 
Mrs. DAVIS, California 
Mr. FORTUÑO, Puerto Rico. 
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