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CONGRATULATIONS TO BISHOP 

MICHAEL LUNSFORD 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
I would like to note that Michael R. Lunsford, 
a constituent of mine from Taunton, Massa-
chusetts, recently celebrated the first anniver-
sary of being elevated to the position of 
Bishop within the International Fellowship of 
Reformed Episcopal Churches, previously 
known as the International Fellowship of Re-
formed Episcopal, Pentecostal Churches of 
the Syro-Atiochan Rite. 

While this marks an important milestone for 
Bishop Lunsford and for the members of his 
congregation, I believe it is also important for 
the broader community to be aware of the 
many ways in which he has contributed to im-
proving the lives of Taunton residents, and im-
proving the quality of life in the greater Taun-
ton area. Indeed, he offers an excellent exam-
ple of the way in which clerics contribute to 
their communities simultaneously on two lev-
els: as spiritual leaders for the members of 
their particular houses of worship or faiths, but 
also as participants in important community ef-
forts to address social concerns that go be-
yond the doors of their own houses of wor-
ship. It is from that perspective that I would 
like to acknowledge the valuable services 
Bishop Lunsford has performed—and con-
tinues to perform—for Taunton and its envi-
rons, and also overseas (obviously, in this 
case, the term ‘‘community’’ has a much more 
expansive meaning than we sometimes give 
it). 

Bishop Lunsford moved to Taunton in 1983 
with his wife, when he took on the position of 
pastor at the Crossroads Christian Center. He 
has been active in area religious and civic af-
fairs since that time. From its inception in 
1987, he has been an advisor to Barnabas 
Ministries, an international missionary organi-
zation that has provided encouragement and 
training to thousands of pastors in more than 
27 developing countries throughout the world. 
He was also the founder of two local human 
service programs: Eagles Nest, an after 
school program established in 1998 that fo-
cuses on tutoring, reading programs and other 
youth services; and The Lord Cares Food Pro-
gram, which began in 1993 and provides nutri-
tion assistance to needy families by means of 
donations and volunteer work. He was also 
the founder in 2001 of Crossroads Inter-
national, a multi-racial ministry headquartered 
in Taunton, with branches in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, Providence, Rhode Island and 
Port Limon, Costa Rica. Crossroads Inter-
national works on promoting business devel-
opment, youth empowerment and anti-drug ini-
tiatives, among other efforts. 

Bishop Lunsford is also on the board of 
Youth Challenge International, an anti-drug 
abuse organization, and is a member of nu-
merous local human service and community 
boards, including Taunton Cares, Pro Home, 
Taunton Emergency Task Force, Community 

Counseling, Greater Taunton Clergy, and the 
Department of Mental Health. 

Because his work is very much in the Amer-
ican tradition of combining spiritual and com-
munity leadership, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Michael R. Lunsford on 
his many contributions to Taunton, his ele-
vation to the position of Bishop and his ongo-
ing commitment to helping less fortunate peo-
ple around the world. 
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TRIBUTE TO STEVE GILMORE 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share with you my pride in Steve Gil-
more, a member of my staff who is leaving our 
service to assume new responsibilities as the 
Vice President of Governmental Affairs for the 
Chamber of Medford/Jackson County. 

A little over 7 years ago, I had the good for-
tune to invite Steve Gilmore to join my staff in 
my district office in Medford, OR. When Steve 
became a member of our team, he was a re-
cent college graduate with incredible enthu-
siasm, a passion for the operations of govern-
ment, and an intense interest in the history of 
our great Nation. He was highly motivated with 
a deep and unselfish desire to help others. 
Those are among the many qualities that have 
enabled Steve to serve the constituents of the 
Second Congressional District with such effec-
tiveness. 

Steve, a former student body president at 
Eastern Oregon University, brought significant 
leadership skills to his duties throughout his 7 
year career with the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. His fellow workers and my constituents 
sought his counsel because he had the ability 
to weigh large quantities of diverse information 
and arrive at commonsense solutions to com-
plex problems. 

Steve has approached any and all tasks 
presented to him with enthusiasm, good 
cheer, and a quiet determination to get posi-
tive results. He leaves with a file overflowing 
with notes and cards of sincere appreciation 
from Oregonians he assisted. As all of my col-
leagues know, people seeking our assistance 
are often frustrated, distraught, and discour-
aged. Steve has been particularly good at 
helping those people to have confidence that 
we can work through their difficulties to make 
the system more responsive to their needs. 

Always a gentleman, Steve’s innate kind-
ness has always been reflected in his inter-
actions with his fellow staff members and 
those I represent. Steve has taken very seri-
ously our commitment to be compassionate 
and responsive in fulfilling our mission to as-
sist our constituents through difficulties they 
confront with our government. 

I appointed Steve as my special projects co-
ordinator and my director of constituent serv-
ices because I knew I could count on him to 
wholeheartedly tackle special issues and 
cases that arise in a vast territory like Or-
egon’s Second Congressional District. I’m con-

fident that Steve will do an outstanding job of 
productively growing the involvement the 
Chamber of Medford/Jackson County in the 
political process. 

I am sorry to see Steve leave, but am 
pleased that he has been offered this great 
new opportunity. I thank him deeply for his ex-
emplary service. Mr. Speaker, I know that you 
and my colleagues join me in wishing Steve 
and his lovely wife, Mindy, the best of success 
in this new avenue of service. 
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FREMONT EDUCATION FOUNDA-
TION HONORS CHERYL COOK- 
KALLIO AND SANDI PANTAGES 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to two extraordinary women who were 
honored by the Fremont Education Foundation 
in Fremont, California on February 24, 2006 at 
the Foundation’s Annual Excellence in Edu-
cation Gala. The 2006 honorees, Cheryl Cook- 
Kallio and Sandi Pantages have provided ex-
emplary contributions to the Fremont Unified 
School District. Ms. Cook-Kallio is the Excel-
lence in Education Fremont Unified School 
District (FUSD) Honoree. Ms. Pantages is the 
Excellence in Education Community Honoree. 

Ms. Cook-Kallio is an instructor at Irvington 
High School in Fremont, California and has 
been an educator with FUSD since 1979. She 
has coached and led her ‘‘We the People’’ 
team of students to win the California State 
‘‘We The People’’ Competition. Her students 
placed fourth in the National ‘‘We The People’’ 
Competition in 2005. She is popular with her 
students and has received numerous profes-
sional honors, grants and fellowships for her 
teaching, mentorship, and excellence in the 
areas of Social Studies, United States History 
and Government. She is an exemplary men-
tor, motivator and respected educator. 

Ms. Pantages has served as a member of 
the Fremont Education Foundation Board of 
Directors since 1992. She has provided im-
measurable support to Fremont’s students and 
has contributed greatly to the Fremont com-
munity through her 32-year association and 
employment with Alameda County Library. 
She developed the Alameda County Library 
Foundation and served as Manager of the 
Fremont Main Library and Fremont Libraries 
prior to her retirement in 2001. She has re-
ceived numerous awards and recognition from 
the city of Fremont, Alameda County Library 
Foundation and was named Alameda County’s 
Outstanding Manager of the Year-General 
Government in 1999. 

Both Cheryl Cook-Kallio and Sandi 
Pantages have distinguished themselves in 
their careers and contributions to their commu-
nity. I congratulate them for the well deserved 
honor they received from the Fremont Edu-
cation Foundation. 
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