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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the outgoing Canadian Ambassador 
to the United States, Frank McKenna. After a 
successful tenure in office, the Ambassador is 
returning home to New Brunswick. 

Due to his commitment to solving problems 
and his indefatigable energy, Ambassador 
McKenna has presided over a number of im-
portant achievements during his time in Wash-
ington. I have had the opportunity to work 
closely with Ambassador McKenna in the last 
year on issues important to both our countries. 
We have agreed that the longest undefended 
border in the world must remain strong and 
secure, but not become a barrier to travelers, 
businesses, and border communities in both of 
our great nations. 

Mr. Speaker, Canada is our Nation’s largest 
trading partner, with some $1.2 billion worth of 
goods and services crossing the border be-
tween our two countries each day. Ambas-
sador McKenna and I have worked together to 
strengthen this relationship, and to advocate 
for commonsense solutions that both improve 
border security while also facilitating trade and 
travel. 

Indeed, through his successful careers in 
public life, law, business, and in diplomacy, 
Ambassador McKenna has understood the 
depth and breadth of relations between Cana-
dians and Americans. He has employed his 
experience, tact and plain-spoken pragmatism 
to ensure that the occasional difference in pri-
orities of our two governments does not get in 
the way of this friendship. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Ambas-
sador McKenna for his friendship, and his 
service to Canada and the U.S. I wish him 
well on his future endeavors, and hope that 
we will get together again soon over a meal of 
fried chicken and rice pudding. 
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Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to honor an old 
friend and fellow educator, Mr. Raul Vargas, 
on the occasion of his retirement. For over 
three decades, Raul has guided young men 
and women in realizing their academic goals 
through his pioneering efforts in higher edu-
cation accessibility for Latino students in 
southern California and across the country. 

Born in Lordsburg, New Mexico, Raul 
moved with his family to Miami, Arizona after 
his father’s death. It was in this small mining 

town that I first met Raul, and can recall many 
fond memories growing up with Raul and his 
siblings, Felipa, Alfredo, Alfonso, Elvia, and 
Elisa. At Miami High I learned of Raul’s ability 
as a basketball player and a student. 

During the summer of 1964, I was again re-
acquainted with Raul at Arizona State Univer-
sity. We decided to become roommates and 
moved in with Leo Gutierrez and Bob 
Venegas to Contempo West, a.k.a., sin city. It 
was during this time that I assisted Raul with 
his study habits and he assisted me with my 
social life. During this time he met a young 
lady from Wickenburg, Arizona who would 
later become his wife. We remained room-
mates until December 1965 when I left to 
marry Verma. 

In 1972, Raul accepted a position at the 
University of Southern California (USC) as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Office for Mexican 
American Programs, marking the beginning of 
over thirty years as a leading administrator as 
part of the USC family. It was there that Raul 
and eight other USC alumni founded the USC 
Mexican American Alumni Association (MAAA) 
in 1974. The MAAA was established to be a 
vehicle of support for higher Latino enrollment 
at USC, providing tuition assistance to under-
graduate, graduate, medical, dental, and law 
school students. The overwhelming success of 
the program under Raul’s leadership, is evi-
dent not only in its more than 5800 scholar-
ships awarded totaling $11.1 million, but also 
in its program being replicated in institutes of 
higher learning across the country, including 
ASU. 

When ASU joined the PAC–10, the ASU 
Hispanic Alumni began a rivalry with USC’s 
MAAA. We commissioned a ‘‘menudo pot’’ 
that would go to the winning alumni associa-
tion after the ASU/USC football game. As the 
ASU Hispanics learned of the USC MAAA pro-
gram, they invited Raul to meet with Dr. Rus-
sell Nelson, the ASU President, to assist in or-
ganizing a Hispanic scholarship program simi-
lar to USC MAAA. With Dr. Nelson’s agree-
ment, the Los Diablos, an ASU Hispanic 
scholarship program, was born. To date, the 
ASU Los Diablos Scholarship continues to as-
sist Latino students at ASU. After seeing the 
USC Hispanic Convocation organized by USC 
MAAA during a visit to USC, the ASU His-
panic students also organized a similar His-
panic Convocation honoring ASU Hispanic 
graduates. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with immense admiration 
and privilege that I ask my colleagues to join 
Raul’s many friends and family in recognizing 
my dear friend in his lifetime of unwavering 
service to our nation’s Latino students. We 
hope that Raul will enjoy this well-deserved re-
tirement, to play golf and travel with his wife 
Marcia. He will also be able to spend more 
time with his son Cesar, daughter Tracey, and 
granddaughter Alexis. Raul, thank you and 
congratulations my friend! 
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Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, today the St. Pe-
tersburg Parkway/William C. Cramer Memorial 
Highway will be dedicated in St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Bill became a trusted friend to many 
while serving in this House and today’s cele-
bration is a reflection of his service to the 
State of Florida. 

The Honorable William C. Cramer served in 
the U.S. House of Representatives for sixteen 
years, from 1955 to 1971, representing the St. 
Petersburg/Tampa area. During his service in 
Congress, Bill Cramer became the ranking mi-
nority member of the House Public Works 
Committee and he co-authored the 1956 Inter-
state and Defense Highway Act. That Act was 
the catalyst for the nation’s interstate highway 
system, setting the authorized mileage at 
41,000 miles and establishing the highway 
trust fund to pay for construction of the sys-
tem. 

Those 41,000 miles, however, did not in-
clude an interstate link from Tampa around (I– 
75) and through St. Petersburg (I–275), down 
the west coast of Florida (I–75) to Alligator 
Alley and across to Miami. During his tenure 
in Congress, Cramer labored tirelessly to add 
this ‘‘missing link’’ to the interstate highway 
system, and he succeeded in that effort in his 
final term as a capstone to his congressional 
service. In the Howard-Cramer Amendment of 
1968 and the 1968 Federal Aid Highway Act, 
Cramer was able to add the mileage needed 
to build Florida’s missing interstate links, and 
he also secured final approval to construct 
those links from two successive administra-
tions. 

Former Congressman Cramer passed away 
in October of 2003. Late in April of 2004, the 
Florida Legislature enacted HB 9, and on May 
13, 2004, the Governor signed that Act into 
law. HB 9 designated the portion of I–275 be-
tween the Howard Frankland Bridge and the 
Sunshine Skyway as the ‘‘St. Petersburg/Wil-
liam C. Cramer Parkway,’’ upon approval of 
the affected local governments. In 2005, the 
Florida Legislature enacted, and the Governor 
signed into law, HB 385 that changed the des-
ignation to the ‘‘St. Petersburg Parkway/Wil-
liam C. Cramer Memorial Highway.’’ This 
honor is an appropriate and well-deserved rec-
ognition of Bill Cramer’s pivotal role as the 
ranking minority member of the House Public 
Works Committee in authorizing and securing 
the funding for not only I–275 through St. Pe-
tersburg, but also the other critical west coast 
sections of Florida’s Interstate Highway sys-
tem. 

Bill Cramer came from humble beginnings, 
his family moving to St. Petersburg before he 
and his brother and sisters entered the public 
schools. He sold fruit on street corners and 
was an usher at the Florida Theatre as a 
youngster to raise money, and he graduated 
from St. Petersburg High School, serving as 
student council president. He went on to grad-
uate from St. Petersburg Junior College, 
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