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HONORING THE CANADIAN AMBAS-

SADOR TO THE UNITED STATES, 
FRANK MCKENNA 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the outgoing Canadian Ambassador 
to the United States, Frank McKenna. After a 
successful tenure in office, the Ambassador is 
returning home to New Brunswick. 

Due to his commitment to solving problems 
and his indefatigable energy, Ambassador 
McKenna has presided over a number of im-
portant achievements during his time in Wash-
ington. I have had the opportunity to work 
closely with Ambassador McKenna in the last 
year on issues important to both our countries. 
We have agreed that the longest undefended 
border in the world must remain strong and 
secure, but not become a barrier to travelers, 
businesses, and border communities in both of 
our great nations. 

Mr. Speaker, Canada is our Nation’s largest 
trading partner, with some $1.2 billion worth of 
goods and services crossing the border be-
tween our two countries each day. Ambas-
sador McKenna and I have worked together to 
strengthen this relationship, and to advocate 
for commonsense solutions that both improve 
border security while also facilitating trade and 
travel. 

Indeed, through his successful careers in 
public life, law, business, and in diplomacy, 
Ambassador McKenna has understood the 
depth and breadth of relations between Cana-
dians and Americans. He has employed his 
experience, tact and plain-spoken pragmatism 
to ensure that the occasional difference in pri-
orities of our two governments does not get in 
the way of this friendship. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Ambas-
sador McKenna for his friendship, and his 
service to Canada and the U.S. I wish him 
well on his future endeavors, and hope that 
we will get together again soon over a meal of 
fried chicken and rice pudding. 
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CONGRATULATING MY FRIEND 
RAUL VARGAS ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM OVER 30 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO OUR NATION’S 
LATINO STUDENTS 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to honor an old 
friend and fellow educator, Mr. Raul Vargas, 
on the occasion of his retirement. For over 
three decades, Raul has guided young men 
and women in realizing their academic goals 
through his pioneering efforts in higher edu-
cation accessibility for Latino students in 
southern California and across the country. 

Born in Lordsburg, New Mexico, Raul 
moved with his family to Miami, Arizona after 
his father’s death. It was in this small mining 

town that I first met Raul, and can recall many 
fond memories growing up with Raul and his 
siblings, Felipa, Alfredo, Alfonso, Elvia, and 
Elisa. At Miami High I learned of Raul’s ability 
as a basketball player and a student. 

During the summer of 1964, I was again re-
acquainted with Raul at Arizona State Univer-
sity. We decided to become roommates and 
moved in with Leo Gutierrez and Bob 
Venegas to Contempo West, a.k.a., sin city. It 
was during this time that I assisted Raul with 
his study habits and he assisted me with my 
social life. During this time he met a young 
lady from Wickenburg, Arizona who would 
later become his wife. We remained room-
mates until December 1965 when I left to 
marry Verma. 

In 1972, Raul accepted a position at the 
University of Southern California (USC) as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Office for Mexican 
American Programs, marking the beginning of 
over thirty years as a leading administrator as 
part of the USC family. It was there that Raul 
and eight other USC alumni founded the USC 
Mexican American Alumni Association (MAAA) 
in 1974. The MAAA was established to be a 
vehicle of support for higher Latino enrollment 
at USC, providing tuition assistance to under-
graduate, graduate, medical, dental, and law 
school students. The overwhelming success of 
the program under Raul’s leadership, is evi-
dent not only in its more than 5800 scholar-
ships awarded totaling $11.1 million, but also 
in its program being replicated in institutes of 
higher learning across the country, including 
ASU. 

When ASU joined the PAC–10, the ASU 
Hispanic Alumni began a rivalry with USC’s 
MAAA. We commissioned a ‘‘menudo pot’’ 
that would go to the winning alumni associa-
tion after the ASU/USC football game. As the 
ASU Hispanics learned of the USC MAAA pro-
gram, they invited Raul to meet with Dr. Rus-
sell Nelson, the ASU President, to assist in or-
ganizing a Hispanic scholarship program simi-
lar to USC MAAA. With Dr. Nelson’s agree-
ment, the Los Diablos, an ASU Hispanic 
scholarship program, was born. To date, the 
ASU Los Diablos Scholarship continues to as-
sist Latino students at ASU. After seeing the 
USC Hispanic Convocation organized by USC 
MAAA during a visit to USC, the ASU His-
panic students also organized a similar His-
panic Convocation honoring ASU Hispanic 
graduates. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with immense admiration 
and privilege that I ask my colleagues to join 
Raul’s many friends and family in recognizing 
my dear friend in his lifetime of unwavering 
service to our nation’s Latino students. We 
hope that Raul will enjoy this well-deserved re-
tirement, to play golf and travel with his wife 
Marcia. He will also be able to spend more 
time with his son Cesar, daughter Tracey, and 
granddaughter Alexis. Raul, thank you and 
congratulations my friend! 

DEDICATION OF THE ST. PETERS-
BURG PARKWAY/WILLIAM C. 
CRAMER MEMORIAL HIGHWAY 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, today the St. Pe-
tersburg Parkway/William C. Cramer Memorial 
Highway will be dedicated in St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Bill became a trusted friend to many 
while serving in this House and today’s cele-
bration is a reflection of his service to the 
State of Florida. 

The Honorable William C. Cramer served in 
the U.S. House of Representatives for sixteen 
years, from 1955 to 1971, representing the St. 
Petersburg/Tampa area. During his service in 
Congress, Bill Cramer became the ranking mi-
nority member of the House Public Works 
Committee and he co-authored the 1956 Inter-
state and Defense Highway Act. That Act was 
the catalyst for the nation’s interstate highway 
system, setting the authorized mileage at 
41,000 miles and establishing the highway 
trust fund to pay for construction of the sys-
tem. 

Those 41,000 miles, however, did not in-
clude an interstate link from Tampa around (I– 
75) and through St. Petersburg (I–275), down 
the west coast of Florida (I–75) to Alligator 
Alley and across to Miami. During his tenure 
in Congress, Cramer labored tirelessly to add 
this ‘‘missing link’’ to the interstate highway 
system, and he succeeded in that effort in his 
final term as a capstone to his congressional 
service. In the Howard-Cramer Amendment of 
1968 and the 1968 Federal Aid Highway Act, 
Cramer was able to add the mileage needed 
to build Florida’s missing interstate links, and 
he also secured final approval to construct 
those links from two successive administra-
tions. 

Former Congressman Cramer passed away 
in October of 2003. Late in April of 2004, the 
Florida Legislature enacted HB 9, and on May 
13, 2004, the Governor signed that Act into 
law. HB 9 designated the portion of I–275 be-
tween the Howard Frankland Bridge and the 
Sunshine Skyway as the ‘‘St. Petersburg/Wil-
liam C. Cramer Parkway,’’ upon approval of 
the affected local governments. In 2005, the 
Florida Legislature enacted, and the Governor 
signed into law, HB 385 that changed the des-
ignation to the ‘‘St. Petersburg Parkway/Wil-
liam C. Cramer Memorial Highway.’’ This 
honor is an appropriate and well-deserved rec-
ognition of Bill Cramer’s pivotal role as the 
ranking minority member of the House Public 
Works Committee in authorizing and securing 
the funding for not only I–275 through St. Pe-
tersburg, but also the other critical west coast 
sections of Florida’s Interstate Highway sys-
tem. 

Bill Cramer came from humble beginnings, 
his family moving to St. Petersburg before he 
and his brother and sisters entered the public 
schools. He sold fruit on street corners and 
was an usher at the Florida Theatre as a 
youngster to raise money, and he graduated 
from St. Petersburg High School, serving as 
student council president. He went on to grad-
uate from St. Petersburg Junior College, 
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where he also served as class president. As 
did so many men and women, he left his 
hometown to serve his country as an officer in 
the U.S. Navy during World War II. Cramer 
then finished college, and after graduating 
from Harvard Law School he returned home to 
St. Petersburg to practice law. Almost imme-
diately he jumped into public service, being 
appointed Pinellas County attorney before his 
election to the Florida Legislature and subse-
quently his election to the U.S. Congress. 
While in Congress, he dedicated his career to 
building the basic infrastructure of the county, 
the roads, harbors, airports and public build-
ings that are crucial to the growth of our na-
tion’s economy. In particular, he focused on 
bringing the economic benefits of the inter-
state highway system to the Tampa-St. Pe-
tersburg and southwest Florida areas. 

After retiring from his active law practice, 
Cramer returned to St. Petersburg College 
and the University of South Florida to teach 
courses in Government. He strove to instill in 
his young students his passion for service and 
his conviction that through hard work and per-
severance everyone, no matter their cir-
cumstances, has a chance to help build a bet-
ter and more promising future for their com-
munity, state and nation. Bill Cramer’s was a 
life well lived, and there is no more fitting me-
morial for him that to have the highway he 
built for his hometown named in his honor. 

What follows is a brief outline of how Bill 
Cramer led Congress and two administrations 
to authorize and fund Florida’s interstate 
‘‘missing links’’ 

From his position as the ranking minority 
member of the House Public Works Com-
mittee and its Roads Subcommittee, Cramer 
worked for years to try and add the west coast 
Florida ‘‘missing links’’ to the interstate sys-
tem. In introducing a bill early in 1967 to des-
ignate this route as an interstate, Cramer stat-
ed on the House Floor on January 16, 1967, 
that ‘‘this missing link is one of the most obvi-
ous inadequacies in the interstate system.’’ He 
went on to note ‘‘it is essential that a new 
interstate highway be constructed so that 
interstate traffic presently terminating in the 
Tampa-St. Petersburg area can be funneled 
down the lower west coast to the Ft. Lauder-
dale-Miami area.’’ 

Although this specific designation bill was 
not enacted, Cramer persisted and he and 
Congressman James Howard (D–N.J.) intro-
duced H.R. 13933 in November of 1967. This 
bill addressed the practical problem that al-
most no interstate mileage remained to be 
designated from the 41,000 miles originally 
authorized by the 1956 Interstate and Defense 
Highway Act. H.R. 13933, which became 
known as the Howard-Cramer Act, added 200 
miles to the 41,000-mile interstate system, to 
be applied for by various states to fill in miss-
ing links and gaps. The law stipulated that pri-
ority consideration should be given to exten-
sion of routes that terminated in a municipality, 
a condition then existing in the Tampa-St. Pe-
tersburg area. The President signed the How-
ard-Cramer Act on January 2, 1968. 

Cramer understood that the 200 new inter-
state miles in the Howard-Cramer Act would 
be aggressively pursued by states across the 
nation, and that additional mileage was need-
ed to achieve his dream of completing Flor-

ida’s missing links. The 1968 Federal Aid 
Highway bill provided the ideal opportunity to 
accomplish this goal. 

As ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee, Cramer crafted this bill that reauthor-
ized the interstate highway program, provided 
for beautification of the nation’s highways and 
established new rights and benefits for those 
displaced by highway construction, among 
many other important milestones. Of central 
importance to Cramer was a further expansion 
of the authorized mileage in the interstate sys-
tem to accommodate construction of Florida’s 
missing links. The House-Senate Conference 
Committee approved adding an additional 
1,500 miles to the interstate system. His lead-
ership ensured that both the House Public 
Works Committee Report (H. Rept. 1584) and 
the Conference Committee Report (Conf. 
Rept. 1799) specifically identified the Tampa/ 
St. Petersburg to Miami missing link as the 
type of route that should be approved by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation from this 
new mileage. President Johnson signed the 
1968 Federal Aid Highway Act into law late in 
the summer of that year. 

Bill Cramer managed the floor debate on 
the 1968 Federal Aid Highway bill, which was 
the capstone of his service on the Public 
Works Committee. During the July 3, 1968 de-
bate on the bill, one of his colleagues, Con-
gressman Don Clausen, remarked: 

‘‘I believe, in all sincerity, that the gentleman 
from Florida (CRAMER) is respected by mem-
bers of the subcommittee as much or possibly 
more than any other Member on either side of 
the aisle. Certainly, no one has been a better 
student, become more knowledgeable, or 
demonstrated the ability to articulate our road 
and highway message to the Congress or the 
Nation, than the ranking Republican on the 
Public Works Committee—Bill Cramer. I am 
sure that future generations of Americans will 
come to appreciate the work he has done and 
the contributions he has made to our nation’s 
road and highway system.’’ 

In fact, during debate on the bill, Speaker of 
the House, John McCormack, came down 
from his rostrum to personally congratulate 
Cramer and the Speaker was quoted as say-
ing: ‘‘Bill, this has been one of the most 
statesmanlike presentations that I have ob-
served since coming to the Congress.’’ 

From his position in Congress, Cramer con-
tinued thereafter to pursue the matter aggres-
sively with the Secretary of Transportation, 
Alan Boyd, until Boyd approved the 252-mile 
missing link on December 13, 1968. The ap-
proved route ran through Pinellas County (St. 
Petersburg), over the Sunshine Skyway, a toll 
bridge, and Alligator Alley, a toll road across 
the Everglades, and on to Miami. Florida 
clearly received the lion’s share of the addi-
tional 1,500 miles authorized, far more that 
any other state, in what the St. Petersburg 
Times characterized in its December 14, 1968 
edition as a ‘‘legislative coup’’ for Cramer. 

This 252-mile route, however, did not in-
clude mileage that Cramer had requested by-
passing Tampa to the east and connecting 
with the interstate now approved through St. 
Petersburg and crossing the Sunshine Sky-
way. When Secretary of Transportation John 
Volpe took over under President Nixon (after 
January 20, 1969), Cramer asked for an addi-

tional 32 miles for a Tampa Bypass for I–75. 
It was subsequently approved as part of the 
additional interstate mileage provided for in 
the Howard-Cramer Act passed in January of 
1968. 

Construction on the entire 284-mile (I–75 
and I–275 St. Petersburg bypass) project was 
completed many years ago and now serves 
the fast growing area of southwest Florida, 
connecting it with Miami and the nation’s inter-
state highway system. Prior to 1967, the State 
of Florida, under Governor Claude Kirk’s lead-
ership, was promoting constructing the miss-
ing link as a toll road. Cramer, however, from 
his influential congressional position cham-
pioned an interstate route that would be free 
to travelers, and he prevailed. 

Cramer’s leadership and tenacity in getting 
the approval—by Congress and two adminis-
trations—of Florida’s 284-mile missing link is 
fully documented. Designation of a portion of 
this missing link, I–275 through his hometown 
of St. Petersburg, as the St. Petersburg Park-
way/William C. Cramer Memorial Highway has 
appropriately and justly recognized Cramer’s 
life-long dedication to St. Petersburg and his 
outstanding leadership in helping to build the 
Nation’s interstate highway system. In enact-
ing HB 9 and HB 385, the Florida Legislature 
has acknowledged the pivotal role that Bill 
Cramer played in securing authorization and 
funding for Florida’s interstate highway miss-
ing links that have been so vital to the eco-
nomic well being of St. Petersburg and all of 
southwest Florida. 

Cramer’s congressional district included 
Pinellas County from 1955 to 1971, and it also 
included Hillsborough County from 1955 to 
1963, prior to redistricting. He was devoted to 
the goal of including that area and the lower 
west coast of Florida as the first major addi-
tion to the nation’s initial 41,000 mile interstate 
system. The Howard-Cramer Act and the 1968 
Federal Aid Highway Act made this a possi-
bility, and Cramer’s persistence made it a re-
ality. 

f 

HONORING LANCE CORPORAL 
MARIO ATRIAN, JR. 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to one of our Nation’s young heroes, 
Lance Corporal Mario Atrian, Jr. 

Lance Corporal Mario Atrian joined the 
United States Marine Corps at the age of 17 
and served two tours of duty in Iraq. On April 
9, 2004, during his second tour of duty, LCpl. 
Atrian was injured while bravely fighting to 
protect a friendly unit from an enemy ambush. 
Despite bleeding profusely from both his right 
and left arms, and his driver being killed, LCpl. 
Atrian continued to defend his comrades and 
relinquished his position to receive medical at-
tention only after the enemy ambush had been 
broken and his fellow wounded Marines were 
away from enemy fire. Today, LCpl. Atrian will 
receive one of our Nation’s highest awards, 
the Silver Star for his leadership, his loyalty, 
and his courage. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:09 Mar 13, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00112 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR01MR06.DAT BR01MR06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T20:59:09-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




