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where he also served as class president. As 
did so many men and women, he left his 
hometown to serve his country as an officer in 
the U.S. Navy during World War II. Cramer 
then finished college, and after graduating 
from Harvard Law School he returned home to 
St. Petersburg to practice law. Almost imme-
diately he jumped into public service, being 
appointed Pinellas County attorney before his 
election to the Florida Legislature and subse-
quently his election to the U.S. Congress. 
While in Congress, he dedicated his career to 
building the basic infrastructure of the county, 
the roads, harbors, airports and public build-
ings that are crucial to the growth of our na-
tion’s economy. In particular, he focused on 
bringing the economic benefits of the inter-
state highway system to the Tampa-St. Pe-
tersburg and southwest Florida areas. 

After retiring from his active law practice, 
Cramer returned to St. Petersburg College 
and the University of South Florida to teach 
courses in Government. He strove to instill in 
his young students his passion for service and 
his conviction that through hard work and per-
severance everyone, no matter their cir-
cumstances, has a chance to help build a bet-
ter and more promising future for their com-
munity, state and nation. Bill Cramer’s was a 
life well lived, and there is no more fitting me-
morial for him that to have the highway he 
built for his hometown named in his honor. 

What follows is a brief outline of how Bill 
Cramer led Congress and two administrations 
to authorize and fund Florida’s interstate 
‘‘missing links’’ 

From his position as the ranking minority 
member of the House Public Works Com-
mittee and its Roads Subcommittee, Cramer 
worked for years to try and add the west coast 
Florida ‘‘missing links’’ to the interstate sys-
tem. In introducing a bill early in 1967 to des-
ignate this route as an interstate, Cramer stat-
ed on the House Floor on January 16, 1967, 
that ‘‘this missing link is one of the most obvi-
ous inadequacies in the interstate system.’’ He 
went on to note ‘‘it is essential that a new 
interstate highway be constructed so that 
interstate traffic presently terminating in the 
Tampa-St. Petersburg area can be funneled 
down the lower west coast to the Ft. Lauder-
dale-Miami area.’’ 

Although this specific designation bill was 
not enacted, Cramer persisted and he and 
Congressman James Howard (D–N.J.) intro-
duced H.R. 13933 in November of 1967. This 
bill addressed the practical problem that al-
most no interstate mileage remained to be 
designated from the 41,000 miles originally 
authorized by the 1956 Interstate and Defense 
Highway Act. H.R. 13933, which became 
known as the Howard-Cramer Act, added 200 
miles to the 41,000-mile interstate system, to 
be applied for by various states to fill in miss-
ing links and gaps. The law stipulated that pri-
ority consideration should be given to exten-
sion of routes that terminated in a municipality, 
a condition then existing in the Tampa-St. Pe-
tersburg area. The President signed the How-
ard-Cramer Act on January 2, 1968. 

Cramer understood that the 200 new inter-
state miles in the Howard-Cramer Act would 
be aggressively pursued by states across the 
nation, and that additional mileage was need-
ed to achieve his dream of completing Flor-

ida’s missing links. The 1968 Federal Aid 
Highway bill provided the ideal opportunity to 
accomplish this goal. 

As ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee, Cramer crafted this bill that reauthor-
ized the interstate highway program, provided 
for beautification of the nation’s highways and 
established new rights and benefits for those 
displaced by highway construction, among 
many other important milestones. Of central 
importance to Cramer was a further expansion 
of the authorized mileage in the interstate sys-
tem to accommodate construction of Florida’s 
missing links. The House-Senate Conference 
Committee approved adding an additional 
1,500 miles to the interstate system. His lead-
ership ensured that both the House Public 
Works Committee Report (H. Rept. 1584) and 
the Conference Committee Report (Conf. 
Rept. 1799) specifically identified the Tampa/ 
St. Petersburg to Miami missing link as the 
type of route that should be approved by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation from this 
new mileage. President Johnson signed the 
1968 Federal Aid Highway Act into law late in 
the summer of that year. 

Bill Cramer managed the floor debate on 
the 1968 Federal Aid Highway bill, which was 
the capstone of his service on the Public 
Works Committee. During the July 3, 1968 de-
bate on the bill, one of his colleagues, Con-
gressman Don Clausen, remarked: 

‘‘I believe, in all sincerity, that the gentleman 
from Florida (CRAMER) is respected by mem-
bers of the subcommittee as much or possibly 
more than any other Member on either side of 
the aisle. Certainly, no one has been a better 
student, become more knowledgeable, or 
demonstrated the ability to articulate our road 
and highway message to the Congress or the 
Nation, than the ranking Republican on the 
Public Works Committee—Bill Cramer. I am 
sure that future generations of Americans will 
come to appreciate the work he has done and 
the contributions he has made to our nation’s 
road and highway system.’’ 

In fact, during debate on the bill, Speaker of 
the House, John McCormack, came down 
from his rostrum to personally congratulate 
Cramer and the Speaker was quoted as say-
ing: ‘‘Bill, this has been one of the most 
statesmanlike presentations that I have ob-
served since coming to the Congress.’’ 

From his position in Congress, Cramer con-
tinued thereafter to pursue the matter aggres-
sively with the Secretary of Transportation, 
Alan Boyd, until Boyd approved the 252-mile 
missing link on December 13, 1968. The ap-
proved route ran through Pinellas County (St. 
Petersburg), over the Sunshine Skyway, a toll 
bridge, and Alligator Alley, a toll road across 
the Everglades, and on to Miami. Florida 
clearly received the lion’s share of the addi-
tional 1,500 miles authorized, far more that 
any other state, in what the St. Petersburg 
Times characterized in its December 14, 1968 
edition as a ‘‘legislative coup’’ for Cramer. 

This 252-mile route, however, did not in-
clude mileage that Cramer had requested by-
passing Tampa to the east and connecting 
with the interstate now approved through St. 
Petersburg and crossing the Sunshine Sky-
way. When Secretary of Transportation John 
Volpe took over under President Nixon (after 
January 20, 1969), Cramer asked for an addi-

tional 32 miles for a Tampa Bypass for I–75. 
It was subsequently approved as part of the 
additional interstate mileage provided for in 
the Howard-Cramer Act passed in January of 
1968. 

Construction on the entire 284-mile (I–75 
and I–275 St. Petersburg bypass) project was 
completed many years ago and now serves 
the fast growing area of southwest Florida, 
connecting it with Miami and the nation’s inter-
state highway system. Prior to 1967, the State 
of Florida, under Governor Claude Kirk’s lead-
ership, was promoting constructing the miss-
ing link as a toll road. Cramer, however, from 
his influential congressional position cham-
pioned an interstate route that would be free 
to travelers, and he prevailed. 

Cramer’s leadership and tenacity in getting 
the approval—by Congress and two adminis-
trations—of Florida’s 284-mile missing link is 
fully documented. Designation of a portion of 
this missing link, I–275 through his hometown 
of St. Petersburg, as the St. Petersburg Park-
way/William C. Cramer Memorial Highway has 
appropriately and justly recognized Cramer’s 
life-long dedication to St. Petersburg and his 
outstanding leadership in helping to build the 
Nation’s interstate highway system. In enact-
ing HB 9 and HB 385, the Florida Legislature 
has acknowledged the pivotal role that Bill 
Cramer played in securing authorization and 
funding for Florida’s interstate highway miss-
ing links that have been so vital to the eco-
nomic well being of St. Petersburg and all of 
southwest Florida. 

Cramer’s congressional district included 
Pinellas County from 1955 to 1971, and it also 
included Hillsborough County from 1955 to 
1963, prior to redistricting. He was devoted to 
the goal of including that area and the lower 
west coast of Florida as the first major addi-
tion to the nation’s initial 41,000 mile interstate 
system. The Howard-Cramer Act and the 1968 
Federal Aid Highway Act made this a possi-
bility, and Cramer’s persistence made it a re-
ality. 
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HONORING LANCE CORPORAL 
MARIO ATRIAN, JR. 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to one of our Nation’s young heroes, 
Lance Corporal Mario Atrian, Jr. 

Lance Corporal Mario Atrian joined the 
United States Marine Corps at the age of 17 
and served two tours of duty in Iraq. On April 
9, 2004, during his second tour of duty, LCpl. 
Atrian was injured while bravely fighting to 
protect a friendly unit from an enemy ambush. 
Despite bleeding profusely from both his right 
and left arms, and his driver being killed, LCpl. 
Atrian continued to defend his comrades and 
relinquished his position to receive medical at-
tention only after the enemy ambush had been 
broken and his fellow wounded Marines were 
away from enemy fire. Today, LCpl. Atrian will 
receive one of our Nation’s highest awards, 
the Silver Star for his leadership, his loyalty, 
and his courage. 
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Lance Corporal Mario Atrian is from Los An-

geles and is a resident of my district. Our 
community is blessed to have such a distin-
guished, brave, young man. I encourage him 
to continue to fight for that which he believes 
with such courage and dignity throughout the 
rest of his life. 
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TRIBUTE TO LEROY RICHARDSON: 
A LIFE OF SERVICE 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to one of our community’s genuine 
unsung leaders, the late Leroy Richardson. 
His untimely passing on December 22, 2005 
has truly left a deep void in our midst. 

In many ways, this quiet but dignified leader 
represented the best and the noblest of our 
community. He was a man of strong faith who 
was known for his remarkable generosity. He 
was a dedicated member of the New Shiloh 
Baptist Church, where he faithfully worshipped 
and served under the late Rev. Dr. Arthur 
Jackson, Jr. and under its current pastor, the 
Rev. D.L. Powell. 

Known as a man of limitless passion and 
dedication to the well-being of his fellow men, 
Mr. Richardson was a leader who went out of 
his way to focus on the socioeconomic well- 
being of countless families that came to know 
of his caring and compassion. Aside from his 
interest in the funeral industry, he founded a 
very successful business known today as the 
Richardson-Jackson Removal Service, Inc. 

He served for many years as President of 
the #3 Usher Ministry and he was also a 
member of the Trustee Ministry, Assistant 
Lead-Servant of the Couples Ministry and the 
Assistant Director of Operations for the New 
Shiloh Baptist Church. Though a highly private 
individual, he dedicated his life to the service 
of others. In so doing, he symbolized every-
thing that is good and noble about the Amer-
ican spirit of idealism and optimism in serving 
his fellowmen. Our community truly feels the 
loss of a decent and caring man in the late 
Leroy Richardson, and I know my colleagues 
join with me in celebrating his life and his 
many good works on behalf of our community. 
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TRIBUTE TO G. SCOTT HUBBARD 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 1, 2006 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. G. Scott Hubbard, who recently 
stepped down as Director of NASA Ames Re-
search Center in Mountain View, California to 
become the Carl Sagan Chair for Study of Life 
in the Universe at the SETI Institute. 

Mr. Hubbard began his career at NASA 
Ames Research Center in 1987, becoming 
Center Director in 2002. I have had the pleas-
ure of working closely with Mr. Hubbard on 
many issues since he assumed the Director-

ship. He has been an invaluable public serv-
ant, guiding NASA Ames through difficult 
times and inspiring confidence throughout the 
organization. I’m proud of our work together 
on many of the new endeavors at NASA 
Ames, as well as the work to ensure the long- 
term future of NASA Ames and Moffett Fed-
eral Airfield. Mr. Hubbard has always been a 
thorough professional . . . responsive, effi-
cient and effective. 

NASA Ames Research Center is in the 
heart of Silicon Valley and has played a cru-
cial role in Silicon Valley’s success. Director 
Hubbard demonstrated an unparalleled ability 
to use NASA Ames’ unique position in the 
high-end research and development commu-
nity to forge groundbreaking public-private 
R&D collaborations. Under his leadership, 
NASA Ames successfully partnered with Sil-
icon Graphics and Intel Corporation to develop 
the fastest operational supercomputer in the 
world, and created the Center for Nanotech-
nology to lead federal research in this revolu-
tionary technology. Mr. Hubbard was integral 
to the creation of the NASA Ames Research 
Park, a world-class R&D and education cam-
pus with industry, universities and non-profits 
all taking part. Today, more than thirty small 
R&D companies and fourteen universities are 
on-site. Because of his tireless efforts, high- 
technology giant Google will soon be adding a 
new state-of-the-art facility to the Research 
Park. Under Mr. Hubbard’s tenure, NASA 
Ames established the University Affiliated Re-
search Center with the University of California, 
which remains the largest R&D partnership 
ever developed by NASA in our nation. 

Beyond his work as Director of NASA 
Ames, Mr. Hubbard has been a highly re-
spected member of NASA and our country’s 
academic community. He attended Vanderbilt 
University where he studied physics and as-
tronomy. In 1974 at Lawrence Berkeley Lab, 
Mr. Hubbard co-developed a new radiation de-
tection technology which is now incorporated 
in the Mars Odyssey Mission. In March 2000, 
he served at NASA headquarters as the first 
Mars Program Director and successfully re-
structured the entire Mars program in the 
wake of mission failures. Prior to his appoint-
ment as NASA Ames Center Director, he was 
Deputy Director for Research at NASA Ames. 
In 2003, he served as the sole NASA rep-
resentative on the Columbia Accident Inves-
tigation Board which established the definitive 
physical cause of the loss of the Columbia. Di-
rector Hubbard has also been the NASA 
Ames Associate Director for Astrobiology and 
Space Research, the first director of NASA’s 
Astrobiology Institute, and NASA’s mission 
manager for Lunar Prospector. Director Hub-
bard is also credited with conceiving the Mars 
Pathfinder Mission. He recently accepted a 
visiting scholar appointment in the Electrical 
Engineering Department of Stanford Univer-
sity, underscoring the deep respect that Mr. 
Hubbard has earned in the academic commu-
nity. At Stanford, Mr. Hubbard’s research 
plans will focus on nanotechnology, bio-
technology and information technology areas, 
as well as studying the emergence of the en-
trepreneurial space industry. 

Time and again, Scott Hubbard has proven 
his commitment to NASA and our nation’s 
space exploration endeavors. That is why, Mr. 

Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
tending our deepest gratitude to him for his 
superb public service. He has served our 
country exceedingly well, and because he has, 
we honor him for his work and wish him well 
in his new position as the Carl Sagan Chair at 
the SETI Institute. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 2, 2006 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 6 

2:30 p.m. 
Finance 
International Trade Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine The U.S.- 
Oman Free Trade Agreement. 

SD–215 

MARCH 7 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine military 
strategy and operational requirements 
in review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2007 and the fu-
ture years defense program. 

SD–106 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine the goal of 
energy independence. 

SD–366 
Environment and Public Works 
Fisheries, Wildlife, and Water Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2007 for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

SD–628 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Randall L. Tobias, of Indiana, 
to be Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment. 

SD–419 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine defective 
products relating to criminal penalties 
ensuring corporate accountability. 

SD–226 
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