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even have a modest containment of 
spending on entitlement programs, 
which is where the growth is—about 
$870 billion for discretionary spending 
and $1.2 trillion for entitlements. The 
discretionary budget this year will 
come in almost flat this year, with lit-
tle increase. But entitlement spending 
is going up at about a rate of 7 percent 
or so. It is just driving our deficits. We 
cannot even begin to discuss that, ap-
parently, because people want to raise 
taxes and spend. They want to tax and 
spend. It is not the right way to go. 
That is not what this country was 
founded on. 

When you look at the Europeans who 
have done tax and spend—look at Ger-
many, with 11.5 percent unemploy-
ment, and France has 9.5 percent un-
employment. That is what the statist 
Socialist economies produce. How did 
they get there? Because their con-
gresses could not resist the demand to 
fund every feel-good program that 
comes along the pike. That is why. 
Then when you meet with a business-
man from Germany, he says: I know we 
have to do something, Senator. Maybe 
we can cut back on this, but people are 
so dependent on these government pro-
grams, so used to them in Germany, 
that we cannot quite get the votes to 
stop it. We know if we don’t do it, it 
can wreck our economy, but we cannot 
get the votes because people become 
addicted to it, they like it. They feel 
like anything they once received, if it 
is not received the next year, the 
demagogues say it is a big cut and you 
have been denied something you are 
entitled to. 

So I just say that if I seem a bit frus-
trated, you can know that I am. We 
have had a lot of good discussion about 
how to contain the growth of entitle-
ments—and I am not a bit sure that is 
going to bear fruit this year—just to 
maintain the current tax level and 
keep taxes from being increased next 
year. Now we come along on top of a 
generous LIHEAP program and add $1 
billion more, in violation of the budget 
agreement. We just voted to waive the 
Budget Act and do it anyway with 66 
votes. I am telling you, this is not the 
way to get spending under control in 
this country. It is the way to move our 
country to a statist economy. That is 
not our strength. 

Our unemployment is not 11.5. Our 
unemployment is not 9.5. Ours is 4.7. In 
my State of Alabama, it is 3.5. We 
didn’t get there by taxing and spend-
ing; we got there by reducing the bur-
den of government on the private sec-
tor and allowing the private sector to 
flourish. Tax revenues are up in every 
city in the State, I do believe. I trav-
eled 26 counties last week. Every 
mayor and county commissioner I 
talked to is seeing increases in sales 
tax revenues. Many are telling me they 
have a 14-, 15-, to 18-percent increase in 
taxes. Why? Because the economy is 

booming. Companies are hiring people. 
They are bidding up the wages. They 
cannot find people, and they have to 
pay higher wages. People are making 
more money, and they pay taxes on 
that. So revenue to the Federal Gov-
ernment is up. Yes, we have a deficit, 
but revenue is up. 

People don’t pay taxes to Uncle Sam 
if they don’t make money. They are 
paying more taxes because they are 
making more money. We have a free 
market economy that allows growth 
and vitality. So I think this vote is an 
important vote for us as a people. It is 
a sad vote to me to see many people 
who claim to be frugal, claim to care 
about spending, but when the chips are 
down and we have a clearly dangerous 
bill like this one, a bill that we ought 
to be able to vote down overwhelm-
ingly, we could not even get 40 votes to 
say no. We could not find 40 votes to 
say no to this plan. I don’t blame Sen-
ators for trying to do this. They say 
that you in the South want help. Well, 
scrutinize the help we are asking for. If 
we are asking for something that is un-
fair, say so, vote against it. Don’t come 
in here and vote for everything this 
one wants, everything that one wants, 
and everything that one wants, and 
then walk in here and say the deficit is 
too big and now we have to raise taxes. 
That is where we are headed. I think 
everybody here knows that. There are 
a lot on the other side of the aisle, and 
apparently some on this side, for whom 
that is a strategy. That is a strategy. 
The strategy is to increase spending 
and then say you cannot have lower 
taxes and we have to have higher taxes 
and we have to raise taxes. They don’t 
want to say it publicly and openly, but 
that is what they are working toward. 

That is a big divide in the Congress, 
as I see it. I hate that we have a dis-
pute over this spending, but apparently 
we have. It is discouraging to see the 
vote. But I think, as we continue to 
talk about it, perhaps the American 
people will talk to their Senators and 
Congressmen. When I travel around, 
they talk to me about spending. Of 
course, they want their projects. They 
say: Oh, don’t cut that. But overall, 
they want constraint. 

I believe the American people fun-
damentally will respect us if we main-
tain some discipline. That means, on 
the discretionary account, staying 
within our budget figure, which is basi-
cally flat spending. When we are in a 
crisis, we try to keep our spending 
level. We have a deficit. We ought to 
stay level. We are not slashing any-
thing. We have to stop going for more 
and more red ink, more and more new 
spending programs that we have not 
had before to fund heating oil in the 
warmest winter on record. 

We are going to keep talking about 
it. There will be more votes in this 
Congress and in this Senate. We did 
pretty well last year. We did do some 

reduction—modest reduction in enti-
tlements with the Medicaid Program. 
We limited the growth of Medicaid, and 
we were proud of ourselves. Over 5 
years, it was going up 41 percent before 
we passed the cost-saving bill, and now 
it is going up 40 percent. We thought 
we were quite proud of ourselves to 
save a little money that way. If we 
would do that on the other accounts, 
like Medicaid and Medicare and some 
other accounts—just a little bit—we 
would have big numbers as we go along 
and make a real difference in what we 
are doing. But it looks like that may 
not happen. 

So we are going to have to, I guess, 
reengage the American people, re-
engage the Members of Congress, and 
they are going to be asked by constitu-
ents: How did you vote? How did you 
vote on LIHEAP? Did you vote to spend 
another $1 billion? Maybe we can begin 
to have the American people talk some 
sense into those of us in Congress. 

I thank the Chair and yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Mississippi. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I have 

some remarks to make in tribute to a 
combat infantry and armored brigade 
from Mississippi which has returned 
from Iraq. I ask unanimous consent 
that I may speak as in morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. COCHRAN are 
printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Morning Business.’’) 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-
SIONS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent there now be a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SERVICE OF THE 
155TH SEPARATE ARMORED BRI-
GADE 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to pay tribute to the service of 
the 155th Separate Armored Brigade of 
the State of Mississippi. The 155th has 
a rich history of extraordinary mili-
tary service to our Nation. It has par-
ticipated in the War of 1812, the Amer-
ican Civil War, the Spanish-American 
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