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War, both World Wars, Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, and operations in 
Bosnia. 

Recently, the 155th completed a year- 
long tour in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. The 4,000-member brigade 
combat team was attached to the II 
Marine Expeditionary Force and de-
ployed to the Al Anbar Province of 
Iraq. They conducted operations that 
included rebuilding infrastructure, 
hunting down insurgents, and sup-
porting elections. Each of these activi-
ties made an indelible impact on the 
people of this fledgling democracy and 
improved their chances of surviving 
and prospering in a much safer and se-
cure environment. 

It is truly remarkable what our sol-
diers have accomplished. They served 
in a combat environment where they 
thwarted continuing attacks from a de-
termined insurgency. They endured the 
hardships of being away from their 
families. They suffered the loss and in-
jury of their fellow comrades. They had 
to endure the worry for their families’ 
well-being as Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita devastated the gulf coast. 
Through it all, they remained dedi-
cated and determined to carry out 
their mission. 

As Mississippians have done for cen-
turies, these soldiers left their families 
and the comforts of home to answer 
the call of duty. This was not done 
without cost. During its deployment, 
the 155th lost 24 soldiers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. These soldiers left 
behind wives, children, and loved ones. 
They answered the call of duty and 
gave their lives for America’s freedom 
and security. This wasn’t done for fame 
or fortune. It was done out of a com-
mitment to duty and service to our 
great country. They are true heroes. 

The 155th is the modern-day ‘‘Mis-
sissippi Rifles’’ that has carried on the 
proud traditions of Mississippi and our 
Nation. 

As we honor these brave men and 
women, it is appropriate for us to also 
honor their families. No one under-
stands the hardships of war and sac-
rifice more than a soldier’s family. For 
18 months, these Mississippians sac-
rificed as their loved ones answered our 
Nation’s call. Although their lives were 
disrupted, they assumed the role of 
both mother and father. Their resil-
ience and courage during Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita continue to be ad-
mired by us all. 

Of course, they did not accomplish 
all of this alone. Our Mississippi com-
munities came together to provide sup-
port which ranged from countless let-
ters and packages, to daily support at 
home that included clearing storm de-
bris and ensuring shelter for their 
loved ones, to support for the families 
of fallen comrades and those who were 
seriously wounded. 

As we pay tribute to the accomplish-
ments of the 155th and give thanks to 

their sacrifice and service, it is impor-
tant we remember our country is still 
at war. The State of Mississippi has 
over 500 of its citizens deployed in Iraq, 
Kuwait, and Afghanistan continuing to 
fight the global war on terrorism. In 
addition, we have citizen-soldiers in 
various stages of mobilization pre-
paring to answer our Nation’s call. Our 
country’s military is the most com-
mitted and powerful in the world, and 
they are well prepared to serve in our 
hometowns and across the globe. We 
will keep them in our prayers as they 
continue their great legacy of sacrifice 
and service. 

f 

BOULDER CITY 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of Boulder City, NV. 

Boulder City lies 24 miles east of Las 
Vegas, and 40 miles from Searchlight 
near Lake Mead. It’s very close to my 
hometown, Searchlight, and it is a city 
dear to my heart. Boulder City is a Ne-
vada treasure, and I am proud to honor 
them today. 

Boulder City was created by the Fed-
eral Government on March 11, 1931, to 
provide housing to the thousands of 
people who built the Hoover Dam. Be-
cause Boulder City was operated as a 
Government reservation, the residents 
could not buy homes and unlike its 
neighboring cities, liquor and gambling 
were prohibited. In fact, gambling is 
prohibited in Boulder City to this day. 

As the first planned community built 
in the United States, Boulder City has 
gone to great lengths to maintain its 
small town feel. Boulder City only sees 
about 400 new residents each year due 
to a growth control ordinance that was 
enacted in 1979. 

Boulder City is most widely known 
as the home of the Hoover Dam. Twen-
ty-one thousand men worked for 5 
years and poured more than 5 million 
barrels of cement to complete the work 
on the $49 million dam. Forty-nine mil-
lion dollars adjusted for inflation 
equals $676 million. Named after Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover, the dam is lo-
cated in the Black Canyon of the Colo-
rado River. It sits on the border be-
tween Nevada and Arizona and sees 
13,000 to 16,000 people cross it each day. 

Mr. President, it is important that 
everyone understand that Boulder City 
is more than just the home of the Hoo-
ver Dam, more than just a tourist at-
traction. It is a city whose people ex-
emplify what being a Nevadan is all 
about. I invite all my colleagues here 
in the Senate and all the people of this 
great country to experience a part of 
Nevada that I love. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
STAFF SERGEANT GREGSON GOURLEY 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, it is my 
solemn duty to rise before the Senate 

to pay tribute to one of the great sons 
of Utah, SSG Gregson Gourley. 

Sergeant Gourley, who grew up in 
Sandy and Midvale, UT was killed last 
week with three other members of the 
1st Battalion, 327th Infantry Regiment, 
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) 
near Hawijah, Iraq. 

As I sat down to learn more about 
Sergeant Gourley’s life, I was struck 
by his dedication to service. He first 
served as a missionary in Pennsylvania 
for The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints, then spent 16 years as a 
member of our Armed Forces. His aspi-
ration for the future was to begin a ca-
reer in law enforcement. 

According to what his comrades have 
said, Sergeant Gourley’s service sur-
passed the motto of his battalion: 
‘‘Above the Rest.’’ Not surprisingly, he 
had previously been decorated for mer-
itorious service. 

I believe that his grandmother, 
Adena Gourley, said it best, when re-
flecting on the sergeant’s life: 

He was a very gentle person. He has a great 
desire to be an outstanding soldier and an 
outstanding man. 

Mrs. Gourley, I can say that, by all 
accounts, he achieved those goals. 

Sergeant Gourley’s passing is a fur-
ther tragedy because he leaves behind a 
wife, three sons under the age of 10, 
and a newborn daughter. 

To his boys, and especially little 
Alexa, over the years you will learn 
more about your father and that he 
was a remarkable man. But you should 
always remember that your father was 
a hero, a man anyone would be proud 
to call father, and our country will for-
ever owe a debt of great gratitude to 
him for his unselfish service to our 
country. 

I hope my colleagues will all join me 
in saluting the bravery of Sergeant 
Gourley, and in sending our condo-
lences, prayers, and best wishes to his 
family during their time of sorrow. 

SERGEANT RICKEY E. JONES 
Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 

today with a heavy heart and deep 
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a 
brave young man from Kokomo. Ser-
geant Rickey Jones, 22 years old, was 
one of four soldiers who died on Feb-
ruary 22 when their vehicle was hit by 
a roadside bomb during a patrol near 
Hawijah, 150 miles north of Baghdad. 
With his entire life before him, Rickey 
risked everything to fight for the val-
ues Americans hold close to our hearts, 
in a land halfway around the world. 

A 2002 graduate of Kokomo High 
School, Rickey joined the Army be-
cause of concerns about a tight local 
job market at the time. After his first 
tour in Iraq, he returned with a new 
world view and volunteered for a sec-
ond tour of duty. His mother told local 
media that the change in her son was 
unmistakable and that during his time 
in the Army, Rickey had matured into 
a man and a true soldier. Rickey’s 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:12 Mar 13, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00048 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR02MR06.DAT BR02MR06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T20:56:30-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




