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others to your side, and never push them 
down. As for yourself, transcend the grasps 
of hubris, and look to austere altruism for 
your guidance, albeit at times seemingly in-
significant, for even the smallest action can 
change the course of history. 

f 

DEATH OF FORMER ESTONIAN 
PRESIDENT LENNART MERI 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, today I 
would like to honor the extraordinary 
life and legacy of the late Estonian 
President Lennart Meri. President 
Meri was an inspiration to his country-
men, a true friend of the United States, 
and a stalwart advocate for freedom. 
His passing on March 14, 2006, was a 
tremendous loss to the people of Esto-
nia and the world. 

Born in 1929 to the renowned dip-
lomat and Shakespearean translator 
Georg Meri, Lennart’s early childhood 
exemplified the plight of the Estonian 
people. Living in a country ravaged by 
war and subjected to the brutality of 
Soviet occupation, Lennart attended 
nine different schools and studied in 
four different languages. He was even-
tually deported from his homeland to 
Siberia along with thousands of other 
Estonians, Latvians, and Lithuanians. 
During his forced exile, he helped feed 
his family by picking potatoes. 

President Meri experienced more 
hardship as a boy than most men do in 
a lifetime, but he was quick to turn his 
struggles into opportunities. In the 
course of his itinerant education he be-
came fluent in French, German, 
English, and Russian. He also devel-
oped a tenacity that would serve him 
well throughout his life. 

Lennart eventually came back to Es-
tonia to study history and languages, 
graduating from Tartu University with 
honors in 1958. The Soviet Government 
prevented Lennart from working as an 
Estonian historian, but he again found 
possibility where others might have 
only seen discouragement. Instead of 
accepting defeat, he established him-
self as a writer, filmmaker, and drama-
tist, and used these avenues to preserve 
Estonia’s national identity. 

For over 20 years, the Soviet Union 
refused to allow Lennart to venture be-
yond the Iron Curtain. Ultimately, 
when he did travel abroad, he served as 
a lone, unofficial emissary of what was 
by then an almost forgotten country. 
He established contact with politicians 
and journalists, recounting the story of 
Estonia to whoever would listen. When 
the collapse of the Soviet empire fi-
nally freed his country, Lennart was 
able to continue representing his newly 
independent homeland as an Ambas-
sador and Foreign Minister. Ulti-
mately, Lennart served two terms as 
President of the country he had loved 
and championed for so long. 

Lennart’s accomplishments were 
myriad; he helped build Estonia’s For-
eign Service from the ground up, estab-

lished strong ties with the West, and 
reached an historic agreement with 
Boris Yeltsin to end Russia’s military 
presence in Estonia. Beyond these re-
markable achievements, though, 
Lennart left behind a bequest of liberty 
that will endure along with the free na-
tion of Estonia. I hope each of us will 
appreciate that legacy and continue 
working to advance the cause of free-
dom. 
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today I 
want to give a statement on Women’s 
History Month. This is an important 
time for Americans to reflect on the in-
valuable contributions women make in 
our society. Women are our families, 
our coworkers, and our neighbors. 
They juggle many roles in making our 
homes, our neighborhoods, and our 
country stronger. Eighty million 
women in our country are mothers. 
Sixty percent of American women 
work at least part time. Nearly 2 mil-
lion American women are veterans. 
More than 200,000 women are doctors, 
and more than 21⁄2 million women are 
registered nurses. 

South Dakota’s own history is filled 
with women who balanced the needs of 
their families and their communities 
to make our country better. Mamie 
Pyle is one such woman. In 1902, 
Mamie’s husband passed away when 
she was just 36, leaving her to raise 
four young children on her own. Not 
only did Mamie find a way to send all 
four of her children to college in the 
early 1900s, but she also led the South 
Dakota women’s suffrage movement 
for a decade. Because of Mamie’s deter-
mination, South Dakota ratified the 
national women’s suffrage amendment 
in 1919. Mamie continued to serve her 
community as a member of the Huron 
College board of trustees for more than 
40 years. In 1947, South Dakotans hon-
ored Mamie by naming her the State’s 
Mother of the Year at age 81. 

It is women like Mamie who teach 
South Dakota girls—and all of us—of 
the difference one person can make in 
our society and of the thousands of 
women who have made South Dakota 
the great State it is today. 

This month we remember that 
women are our soldiers, our doctors, 
our social workers, our mothers, and 
our teachers. And we remember the 
women who came before them and 
made these roles possible. So many of 
them are unknown to us, but our grati-
tude to all of them is no less real. 

Women’s opportunities continue to 
expand in South Dakota, in America, 
and throughout the world. They are 
leaders in South Dakota, taking on 
new roles every day in our commu-
nities. Cecelia Fire Thunder is one such 
woman. Cecelia is the first female 
president of the Oglala Sioux Tribe. 
She has fought to improve the edu-

cation of her tribe’s children and the 
health of her tribe’s community. This 
is not Cecelia’s first role as a caregiver 
to her community. Before becoming 
president, she was a nurse and 
healthcare provider. 

Yet even as we celebrate South Da-
kota’s women of yesterday and today, 
we live in uncertain times for women. 
As we honor the women who have 
helped us throughout history and those 
who make our country a better place 
today, it is imperative that we keep 
our promises to them. 

As the 200,000 active American 
women soldiers return home, we must 
keep our promise to them to give them 
access to the health care they need. 
Four million women are battered in 
their homes in this country every year. 
We must keep our promise to them to 
fully fund law enforcement and vio-
lence prevention programs under the 
Violence Against Women Act. More 
than 2,500 children will be born into 
poverty today alone in this country. 
We must keep our promise to their 
mothers that every child in every com-
munity in this country will receive a 
quality education. One in four Native 
American women live in poverty. We 
must keep our promise to them to 
make their communities stronger with 
programs that provide access to qual-
ity, affordable housing under the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and 
Self Determination Act. 

And most importantly, when the 
women in our communities are vulner-
able, we cannot abandon them. We can-
not ignore their needs. When we know 
that the leading causes of death for 
women are heart disease and cancer— 
and the average fatality rates for 
South Dakotans with these diseases 
are higher than the national average 
fatality rates—we cannot cut Govern-
ment support for research that will 
cure these deadly diseases as the cur-
rent 2007 budget proposes. We as a com-
munity must stand by our promise to 
women to find a cure for these diseases. 

This month we honor the women who 
protect our values in our homes, in our 
communities and overseas. This month 
we thank them for their sacrifices, 
their compassion, and their leadership. 
This month we renew our promises to 
them to continue building a safer, bet-
ter, more just society for them, for 
their families and for all Americans. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GERALD J. 
LEELING 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to recognize Gerald 
‘‘Gary’’ Leeling for receiving the Colo-
nel Paul W. Arcari Meritorious 
Achievement Award from the Military 
Officers Association of America— 
MOAA—on March 18, 2006. 

I have come to know Gary through 
his service as minority staff director of 
the Senate Armed Services Personnel 
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