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Subcommittee, of which I am ranking 
member. His responsibilities include 
recruiting and retention, separation 
and retirement, pay and benefits, per-
sonnel policies, military medical pro-
grams, and military officer nomina-
tions. Gary is highly deserving of this 
award for his strong staff work on nu-
merous legislative initiatives affecting 
military people. Whether he is briefing 
me on pending nominations or changes 
to numerous defense programs, Gary 
does so in a professional and com-
mitted manner. 

Before beginning his service in the 
Senate in December 1998, Gary was an 
Army Judge Advocate General’s corps 
officer. During his 28 years of service in 
the Army, Mr. Leeling served as chief 
of the Administrative Law Division, 
Office of the Judge Advocate General 
of the Army; staff judge advocate for 
III Armored Corps, Fort Hood, TX; fac-
ulty, Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces; staff judge advocate for 2nd Ar-
mored Division, Fort Hood, TX; and 
deputy staff judge advocate for VII 
Corps, Stuttgart, West Germany. 

Gary received a bachelor of science 
degree from South Dakota State Uni-
versity and a juris doctorate from the 
University of South Dakota. He is a 
graduate of the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Graduate Course, the Army Com-
mand and General Staff College, and 
the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces. 

I consider Gary a tremendous asset 
that the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee is lucky to have, and I com-
mend Gary on his accomplishments 
and thank him for his contributions to 
our country’s servicemembers. 
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PASSING OF RAY MEYER 

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, I rise 
today with sadness to note the passing 
of a college basketball icon, Ray 
Meyer, the longtime coach of the 
DePaul University Blue Demons. Mr. 
Meyer died on March 17 of congestive 
heart failure at age 92. Although we 
mourn his passing, I choose to cele-
brate the memory of a good and decent 
man and a quintessential Chicagoan. 

Ray Meyer had a hardscrabble up-
bringing on the West Side of Chicago 
the youngest in a family of seven boys 
and three girls. His dad ran a wholesale 
candy business but died when young 
Ray was only 13. Finding an outlet in 
competitive sports—baseball, basket-
ball, football, and wrestling—Ray 
Meyer started to make a name for him-
self at St. Agatha’s Grade School, 
Quigley Preparatory Seminary, and St. 
Patrick’s Academy. 

Coach Ray’s earliest mentoring skills 
led him to the love of his life—Mar-
garet Mary Delaney—when a local 
priest cajoled Ray into assisting him 
with the St. Agatha’s parish girls 
team. The ‘‘Coach and Marge’’ had a 
lifelong love affair in a marriage of 46 

years that ended only with Marge’s 
death in 1985 at age 72. 

Earning a scholarship to Notre Dame 
under coach George Keogan, Ray 
Meyer had a distinguished collegiate 
career. He graduated on the honor roll 
with classmates including future Notre 
Dame president Theodore Hesburgh 
and future executive vice president Ed-
mund Joyce. Graduating in 1938, Ray 
was the proud recipient of Notre 
Dame’s Byron V. Kanaley Award for 
lettermen demonstrating the highest 
in academic achievement and leader-
ship. 

Following graduation, Meyer worked 
several jobs unrelated to his love of 
sports. Shortly after his marriage, Ray 
was offered the job of basketball coach 
at Joliet Catholic high school, but he 
refused when the school fell $100 short 
of his requirement for an $1,900 annual 
salary. But fate intervened when his 
former Notre Dame coach George 
Keogan suffered a heart attack and 
Ray was hired to fill in for the remain-
der of the 1940–41 season, staying on as 
an assistant to Keogan until 1942 when 
DePaul University came calling. 

Early in his career, Coach Meyer was 
blessed with a bespectacled, gangly 6- 
foot-10-inch center named George 
Mikan. Mikan, who later was named 
the outstanding player of the first half 
of the 20th century, was awkward and 
inexperienced. Under Ray Meyer’s tute-
lage and his own work ethic, George 
Mikan turned into a dominating force 
as one of the first true big men to excel 
at the college level. 

In 1943, Mikan and his DePaul mates 
played in the 1943 NCAA tournament 
against the Georgetown Hoyas and a 
freshman reserve named Henry Hyde 
the same Henry Hyde who is just now 
serving his final term in the other body 
as a distinguished member of Congress 
from Illinois. In 1945, the Mikan-led 
Blue Demons won the National Invita-
tional Tournament, which at the time 
was more prestigious than the NCAA 
tourney. 

Coming to DePaul in 1942, Coach Ray 
stayed 42 years on the sidelines and an-
other 13 as the colorful radio broad-
caster for the games of the school he 
loved, then coached by his former play-
er and son, Joey Meyer. Ray Meyer’s 
list of coaching accomplishments is 
truly impressive: 724 victories at 1 
school; 55 years of attending all of 
DePaul’s 1,467 games; 37 winning sea-
sons; an NIT title in 1945; NCAA Final 
Four teams in 1943 and 1979; and mem-
bership in the Basketball Hall of Fame. 
DePaul University recognized the role 
of Coach and his wife as ambassadors 
in its expansion to the largest Catholic 
University in the United States. 
DePaul named in its campus Fitness 
and Recreation Center after the coach 
and the floor at its home court, All-
state Arena, as the ‘‘Ray and Marge 
Meyer Court.’’ 

Coach Meyer was not only good, he 
was resourceful. For many years, his 

recruiting budget was minimal. Entic-
ing promising players to come to a 
school in the shadow of the North Side 
‘‘L’’ was difficult. Finding housing for 
players near a campus with little stu-
dent housing at that time was also a 
challenge. Sometimes, the players were 
fed from the Meyer kitchen or some 
extra meal tickets at the Roma on the 
corner of Sheffield and Webster, where 
they could enjoy a great Italian beef 
sandwich. But Coach was imaginative 
and diligent. He used both qualities to 
establish and operate a basketball 
camp in Three Lakes, WI, for 55 sum-
mers. 

Ray Meyer left an impact on all of 
his players. He had some great ones 
Mikan, Jim Lamkin, Howie Carl, Dave 
Corzine, Mark Aguirre, Rod Strickland, 
Terry Cummings, and Dallas Comegys, 
among others. But he had an incalcu-
lable impact on his school, his family 
and friends, Chicago, the Midwest and 
the Nation. Hall of Fame coach and na-
tive Chicagoan, Mike Krzyzewski, may 
have said it best: 

Coach Meyer casts a large shadow on the 
game of college basketball. . . . He truly 
loved the game and the kids he coached. It 
was so evident. In each game that he coached 
and each game that he announced. I love 
him. He served as a great example of what a 
coach should be.’’ 

To his children sons Tom, Joey, Bob 
and daughters Barbara and Pat and his 
18 grandchildren, I send my most 
heartfelt condolences, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating 
the life and memory of a wonderful 
human being, Coach Ray Meyer. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN MEMORY OF BUCK OWENS 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today, I 
rise to honor the memory of the late 
Buck Owens, the Country Music Hall of 
Fame honoree who introduced a 
uniquely California sound to country 
music. Mr. Owens, a long time Bakers-
field resident, passed away at his home 
on March 25, 2006. He was 76 years old. 

Alvis Edgar Owens, Jr. was born in 
Sherman, TX, in 1932. At an early age, 
he nicknamed himself, ‘‘Buck,’’ after a 
mule on the family farm. Seeking bet-
ter fortune during the Great Depres-
sion, the Owens family moved west in 
1937, settling in Mesa, AZ. 

An avid music fan, Buck learned to 
play the guitar in his early teens. By 
his late teens, he was already a regular 
on local radio stations and was playing 
shows in honky tonks and bars around 
Phoenix. A precocious and determined 
young man, it was apparent to many 
that Buck was a prodigiously talented 
musician who was destined for great 
success. 

Buck’s many accomplishments 
amassed over a five-decade recording 
and performing career have rightfully 
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