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went to college and paid for it all on 
my own because I can’t get any finan-
cial help. I want to be a teacher. I want 
to teach in the schools of Chicago, the 
public school system. I can’t be li-
censed as a teacher because I am un-
documented. 

Would we be better off if that young 
man who came up to me left America? 
I don’t think so. 

In many respects, these young peo-
ple, like our own children, are our fu-
ture. They are our hopes. What we do 
with the DREAM Act is say we are 
going to take this group of students 
and give them a chance. Here are the 
conditions: They have 6 years under 
the DREAM Act. A student could ob-
tain conditional legal residency for 6 
years if the student has been continu-
ously present in the United States for 
at least 5 years prior to the enactment 
of this law, was under 16 years of age 
when he entered the United States, has 
graduated from high school or obtained 
a GED in the United States or has been 
admitted to an institution of higher 
education in the United States, can 
demonstrate good moral character, is 
not inadmissible or deportable under 
specifically enumerated grounds. 

The student could obtain legal per-
manent residency if within the 6-year 
conditional period he earns a degree 
from an institution of higher education 
or completes at least 2 years towards a 
bachelor’s degree or serves honorably 
in the U.S. military for at least 2 
years. 

That is not amnesty. We say to that 
young person: We don’t know the cir-
cumstances that brought you here. But 
if you have done a good job as a stu-
dent, if you were prepared to continue 
your education to contribute to Amer-
ica, if you are prepared to serve Amer-
ica in our U.S. military and risk your 
life for this country, we will give you a 
chance to be a citizen. You have to 
earn it. It is not free. It is not amnesty. 
It is not unconditional. We put these 
provisions in the law. 

I think that is a reasonable thing to 
do. I think otherwise we are going to 
waste talent, talent that America 
needs among the thousands of students 
who may be helped by the DREAM Act. 
They may be a doctor who will treat 
your child in the future. They may be 
a researcher who will help advance the 
cures in medical treatment. They may 
be an engineer who will help us find 
new composite metals that we use for a 

space program. The possibilities are 
limitless because opportunity is limit-
less in America. 

Why would we want to walk away 
from these kids? Why would we want to 
turn our backs on them? 

Finally, I say to States across Amer-
ica that you decide how to treat these 
students. Many States like my own 
have already decided, but you decide 
whether these undocumented students 
will be eligible for instate tuition or 
out-of-State, which is more expensive. 
But each State makes the decision. 
That is a change in the Federal law, 
but it is a change that States can make 
without a Federal penalty. 

I received a letter of support for the 
DREAM Act from a group of Americans 
who lost loved ones in the September 
11 terrorist attacks. Here is what they 
wrote me: 

We will all be safer if we unite against ter-
rorists, and if our immigration system can 
be made more rational and reflective of our 
values as a Nation. 

President Bush said the other day 
some words that I think are worthy of 
repeating on the floor of the Senate. He 
said: 

It is true that we are a Nation of laws, but 
we are also a welcoming Nation. We are a 
Nation of immigrants. 

I stand before this body, as I have 
said many times, so proud of the fact 
that my grandmother and grandfather 
had the courage to pick up and leave a 
tiny little village in Lithuania in 1911. 
My grandmother picked up my mom, a 
2-year-old infant, and brought her and 
my aunt and uncles on a boat from 
Germany to Baltimore, MD, where 
they caught a train and went to St. 
Louis, MO, and then crossed the river 
into East St. Louis, the town where I 
was born. 

My grandfather worked in the steel 
mills, packinghouses, and the stock-
yards—did things that all immigrants 
did, the hardest, toughest, dirtiest 
jobs. He kept the family together. 

My mother made it to the eighth 
grade and then went to work, as young 
women did in her era, and then was 
married to my dad and applied and be-
came a naturalized citizen. 

I have her naturalization certificate 
in my office today. I am very proud of 
it. Today, her son is the 47th Senator 
in history from the State of Illinois. It 
is an American story, our family story. 
And it is a story repeated over and over 
again. 

Some of the children who will be 
helped here, some of the young people 
who will be helped here, will make ex-
traordinary contributions to our coun-
try. I can’t even predict what they will 
be. But would we be a better nation, a 
stronger nation by turning them away, 
telling them to go back to Korea and 
Mexico and Ireland and Poland and all 
the places they have come from? I 
don’t think so. 

I think the letter from the families of 
the September 11 victims says it all. 
We need to have an immigration sys-
tem that reflects our values as a na-
tion. We shouldn’t deport extraor-
dinary people like the ones I have de-
scribed. They will make America a bet-
ter place. We should extend a wel-
coming hand and an opportunity for 
them to earn their way into legaliza-
tion in America. That is what the 
DREAM Act will do. 

I urge my colleagues, when they con-
sider this bill as it comes to the floor, 
to support this legislation and the 
DREAM Act provisions. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 9:30 a.m. to-
morrow morning. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 8:11 p.m., 
adjourned until Thursday, March 30, 
2006, at 9:30 a.m. 

f

DISCHARGED NOMINATION

The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nomination and the 
nomination was placed on the Execu-
tive Calendar under the authority of an 
order of the Senate of January 20, 2005: 

Eric M. Thorson, of Virginia, to be Inspec-
tor General, Small Business Administration.

f

CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate Wednesday, March 29, 2006:

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

RANDALL L. TOBIAS, OF INDIANA, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

THE ABOVE NOMINATION WAS APPROVED SUBJECT TO 
THE NOMINEE’S COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY 
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE. 
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