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NO JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, justice is 
lacking in the Ohio criminal court of 
Judge John Connor. Sexual deviant, 
Andrew Selva, admitted to approxi-
mately 20 assaults against a 5-year-old 
and a 12-year-old. In most societies, 
Selva would be looking at a life sen-
tence in the jailhouse. But Judge Con-
nor put the criminal on probation and 
basically told him, try to do better. 

The judge obviously lives in the 
never-never land of excusable conduct. 
Child molesters belong behind bars. 
That is why we build the peniten-
tiaries. That is the only therapy that 
works for these predators. 

And the DA’s office is a cohort in 
this injustice since it reduced the 
charges and had a case of trial sick-
ness, a term applied to inferior and un-
prepared prosecutors who will not go to 
trial and advocate on behalf of victims 
for fear of losing the case. 

The real losers are the two victims. 
The criminal abused them and then the 
judge and the DA abused them and vic-
timized them again. The judge and the 
DA should both resign and become de-
fense attorneys, since they both obvi-
ously are more concerned about crimi-
nals than they are victims. 

Mr. Speaker, in this particular case, 
the judge and the DA would both be 
found guilty of inexcusable conduct if 
they were judged by the community. 
And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

THE FLAWED POLICIES OF THE 
PRESENT ADMINISTRATION 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
last week President Bush said that we 
were going to bring our troops home, 
but it is going to be a problem for the 
next President. 

This is not a strategy to win the 
peace; it is just running out the clock 
and letting the next coach play sudden 
death. His flawed premise got us into 
this war ill prepared. He was wrong 
when he famously declared 1,061 days 
ago, ‘‘Mission accomplished,’’ but his 
worst calculation is just holding on. 

It is time to start bringing the troops 
home according to a plan. As we phase 
down, it is important to increase Iraq’s 
role in its own future. It is immoral to 
just pass this on to the next President, 
and shame on us if we let President 
Bush do that. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF STAFF SERGEANT 
MARCO SILVA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today with a heavy heart. On the 
13th of this month, the family of Staff 
Sergeant Marco Silva experienced the 
tragic loss of a loving father, devoted 
husband, and courageous soldier. I 
would like to offer to the Silvas my 
deepest condolences on their terrible 
loss. 

Staff Sergeant Silva served two tours 
of duty in Iraq as an Army air assault 
sniper for the 101st Airborne Division 
and had been bravely serving and de-
fending our country since 2002. 

Staff Sergeant Silva is a true hero, 
not only to the people of his hometown 
in Homestead, Florida, but to all who 
value the sacrifices that are made 
every day to keep our country safe and 
to spread democracy. 

Staff Sergeant Silva selflessly fought 
to defend the liberties that we cherish 
here in the United States. I ask that 
your thoughts and prayers be with the 
Silva family during this most difficult 
time. 

f 

KEEP AMERICA COMPETITIVE 
GLOBAL WARMING POLICY ACT 
OF 2006 
(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, there is solid, scientific con-
sensus that global warming is real. 
Many believe that the erratic and 
record-breaking weather events we are 
seeing across the country, such as the 
prolonged droughts in my home State 
of New Mexico, are the result of global 
warming. 

To combat this problem, I will intro-
duce the Keep America Competitive 
Global Warming Policy Act of 2006 with 
my colleague from Wisconsin, the Hon-
orable TOM PETRI. We believe it is time 
for America to take steps to address 
global warming. We have structured a 
policy that will not put America’s jobs 
at risk. 

This bill is modest and certain as 
well as efficient. Our policy internal-
izes the cost of global warming through 
a cap and trade system on all green-
house gas emissions with a fixed price 
safety valve. 

This monumental step of putting a 
price on greenhouse gases will stabilize 
and eventually reduce emissions, fi-
nally putting the United States of 
America on the road towards curbing 
the effects of global warming. I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

f 

SUPPORT THE KEEP AMERICA 
COMPETITIVE GLOBAL WARMING 
ACT 
(Mr. PETRI asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, for the past 
30 years there has been a great debate 
over the true impact of greenhouse 
gases on global warming. There is now 
general consensus that they are having 
a significant impact on our planet, and 
it is time for us to act. That is why I 
am cosponsoring Congressman TOM 
UDALL’s Keep America Competitive 
Global Warming Act. 

His bill is a commonsense approach 
to reducing emissions. Unlike past leg-
islative efforts that would drive indus-
tries out of our country and increase 
home energy bills exponentially, this 
bill takes into account the true costs 
of emission reductions. 

The legislation sets a reasonable 
standard for emissions and allows com-
panies to buy the time they need to 
meet our reduction requirements with-
out incurring irreparable financial 
harm. What makes this bill unique and 
effective is that it is flexible enough to 
give industry the opportunity to adapt 
without forcing business to drastically 
hike prices, lay off workers or move 
abroad. 

Greenhouse gas reduction needs to be 
a higher priority for this Nation. As 
the biggest producer of emissions, we 
must be a leader, a leader in dem-
onstrating that we can reduce emis-
sions in a meaningful way while main-
taining our global competitiveness. 

f 

REPUBLICAN OVERSIGHT 
FAILURES 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
since the beginning of the Iraq war, 
House Republicans have rubber- 
stamped every war supplemental the 
President has sent to Congress with 
very few questions about how the 
money is being spent. 

House Democrats have repeatedly 
tried to get Republicans to join us in 
supporting the creation of a select 
committee to investigate government 
contracting. 

The committee would be similar to 
the Truman Committee during World 
War II, which, under Democratic Sen-
ator Harry Truman’s leadership, held 
hundreds of hearings and fact-finding 
missions into contracts approved by 
the Democratic Roosevelt administra-
tion. 

Truman did not see this as a partisan 
issue, and said, unlike Republicans 
today, he took his oversight respon-
sibilities seriously. 

The Truman investigation saved the 
American taxpayer an estimated $15 
billion. Just think how much money 
we could save the American taxpayer 
today. Under Halliburton’s two largest 
Iraq contracts, Pentagon auditors 
found $1 billion in questioned costs and 
$400 million in unsupported costs, and 
these discoveries are from Pentagon 
auditors. 
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Just think what we could discover 

from a real congressional investiga-
tion. It is time for the Republican rub-
ber-stamping to end. 

f 

b 1015 

DEMOCRATS HAVE A WEAK 
RECORD ON NATIONAL SECURITY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today Demo-
crats are scheduled to host a media 
stunt to unveil their so-called strategy 
on national security issues. While I am 
sure that the Democrats will talk the 
talk, actions speak far louder than 
words. The American people need to 
look beyond the Democrats’ spin and 
study their record on these issues. 
When they do, they will see the Demo-
crats have no credibility, because they 
voted against many measures to keep 
our country safe. 

Cases in point: Republicans voted to 
pass the major border security bill in 
December, but Democrats, led by their 
minority leader, opposed the bill. Re-
publicans voted to pass the PATRIOT 
Act to keep Americans safe, but Demo-
crats, led by their minority leader, op-
posed the bill. Republicans voted to 
pass the REAL ID Act to make sure 
that people who received driver’s li-
censes are here legally. The Democrats, 
led by their minority leader, again op-
posed the bill. 

If this was not bad enough, Demo-
crats are trying to cut $60 billion from 
military weapons systems that keep 
our brave men and women in uniform 
safe. If Democrats want to talk the 
talk like they are for strong national 
security, then they need to start walk-
ing the walk. 

f 

GRACE PESHKUR 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Grace Peshkur 
and her family on the occasion of her 
fourth birthday today. Grace is an ex-
traordinary child who has endured a 
life of struggle, and yet she has per-
severed against a rare skin disease and 
genetic disorder called epidermolysis 
bullosa, or EB for short. 

Grace is an inspiration to many Long 
Island families who have rallied around 
her. She has helped raise awareness 
about EB, which I had never heard of 
before meeting Grace. 

Over 12,000 Americans like Grace are 
afflicted with EB. The symptoms are 
fragile skin, recurrent blisters and 
painful sores caused by minor rubbing 
and that can be aggravated by routine 
activities we take for granted, like eat-
ing, walking and even changing 
clothes. 

For Grace and her family, every day 
that goes by is another battle won. I 
admire the Peshkur family and over 
12,000 other Americans afflicted with 
EB who fight this disease and are 
working to raise awareness, find better 
treatments and, ultimately, discover a 
cure. 

In lieu of a fourth birthday present 
for Grace, I encourage my colleagues to 
cosponsor H. Res. 335, which would 
raise awareness by creating an EB 
awareness week. 

Mr. Speaker, we can only imagine 
the difficulty that Grace and her fam-
ily face on a daily basis, but we can do 
something about it. We can provide the 
hope and promise of a cure. 

f 

DEMOCRAT ‘‘NATIONAL SECURITY 
AGENDA’’ 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Democrat 
leaders are planning to make big news 
at a press conference later today. What 
is the news? That they are tough on na-
tional security. This kind of claim 
coming from congressional Democratic 
leaders leaves the American people 
scratching their heads. It is one thing 
to hold an election-year conference full 
of tough talk on national security 
issues; it is quite another thing to back 
that talk up with your voting record. 

Unfortunately, their rhetoric doesn’t 
match their record. Where were the 
Democrat leaders when it came time to 
vote for the PATRIOT Act or for bor-
der security legislation or armed serv-
ices recruiting or the REAL ID Act? 
Given the chance, they often line up 
against our Nation’s national security 
initiatives, again and again and again. 

It is Democrats who would like to 
censure President Bush for authorizing 
the NSA terrorist surveillance pro-
gram. It is Democrats who want to uni-
laterally withdraw from the Iraqi front 
in the war on terror. A news conference 
to announce Democrat leaders are 
tough on national security, that cer-
tainly is big news. 

f 

ENERGY PRICES 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 
gasoline prices are once again on the 
rise. Over the last 2 weeks, prices are 
up by 14 cents, 40 cents higher than at 
this same time last year. Americans 
are looking to Washington for relief, 
but no relief has occurred. That is be-
cause House Republicans rubber- 
stamped an energy plan that was writ-
ten in secret by a Cheney energy task 
force, whose participants are still not 
known to the American people. 

Based on the final law, one can only 
assume that the American consumer 

was not represented at those closed- 
door meetings. The Bush administra-
tion, Mr. Speaker, has admitted that 
this energy law will do absolutely 
nothing to reduce the pain Americans 
feel when they fill up at the pump. 

In fact, according to the President’s 
own administration, the final energy 
law will actually lead to higher gaso-
line prices. As gas prices increase in 
the coming weeks, the American peo-
ple should blame House Republicans 
who rubber-stamped an energy policy 
written by and for Big Oil at the White 
House. 

f 

AMERICAN SOLDIERS REMAIN 
COMMITTED TO SUCCESS IN IRAQ 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Ralph Waldo Emerson once 
said that an ounce of action is worth a 
pound of theory. As I listen to theories 
of doom and gloom about our military 
operations in Iraq, I am proud that 
American soldiers remain focused to 
successfully accomplish their mission 
to protect American families. Last 
week, the U.S. director of the Iraq Re-
construction Management Office re-
minded us of the tremendous progress 
that has been made in Iraq over the 
last 3 years. 

Ambassador Daniel Speckhard re-
ported that Iraq’s per capita annual in-
come increased from $500 per person in 
March 2003 to $1,200 today. More than 
30,000 Iraqi businesses have been reg-
istered in the past year. Iraq now has a 
free press, more than 2,000 Internet 
cafes, and more than 5 million cell 
phone users. 

While naysayers focus on a civil war 
in Iraq, our troops are committed to 
creating a civil society in Iraq which 
protects American families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

REMEMBER THE TRIANGLE FIRE 

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Saturday, March 25, came and 
went, and not enough of us took notice 
of its significance. March 25, 1911, was 
the anniversary of the tragic Triangle 
Fire, an event that truly encapsulated 
the lengths to which industrial greed 
was allowed to operate at the expense 
of the American worker. 

When the fire had subsided, 146 of the 
600 Triangle factory workers were dead 
in New York City. Many workers 
jumped to their deaths from eighth, 
ninth and tenth floors rather than face 
the searing flames. 

But the harsh reality of working in a 
sweatshop was their lives. The Triangle 
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