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participant in our own democracy, and 
that is why we honor those who se-
cured independence for Greece so many 
years ago. 
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U.S. IN IRAQ UNTIL 2009 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, for a 
President whose party controls both 
Houses of Congress, the Supreme Court 
and, of course, the White House bully 
pulpit itself, George W. Bush has cer-
tainly had an awful lot of explaining to 
do lately. 

With all the power at his disposal, 
starting with a knee-jerk legislature 
all too ready to follow his lead, lock, 
stock and barrel, the President should 
not have to constantly redefine his 
mission and America’s. That is exactly 
what he has done and what he is doing. 

Before the war, he offered only a 
strained rationale as to why we needed 
to attack Iraq. First, it was getting rid 
of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction. 
Then the rationale was deposing a dic-
tator who provided refuge to al Qaeda, 
and finally, it became spreading liberty 
throughout the Middle East. 

Once things started to turn south, 
President Bush redefined what he 
meant when he declared ‘‘an end to 
major combat operations’’ only a year 
into the war. Now he is redefining what 
it means to be in a civil war. 

Mr. Speaker, let us be perfectly clear. 
Iraq is not in danger of falling into a 
civil war. The country is in the very 
throes of a civil war conflict as we 
speak. Some people have this false no-
tion that an Iraqi civil war would re-
semble two sides fighting and fighting 
it out with antiquated rifles in a field 
that looks kind of like Gettysburg. 

Unfortunately, the sectarian violence 
that currently plagues Iraq is pretty 
similar in appearance and scope to the 
Lebanese civil war fought in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Then, like now, religion was 
manipulated to encourage fighting 
among different sects. Alliances shift 
rapidly so that no one ever really 
knows who is on their side and who is 
not; and worst of all, innocents are 
killed on a nearly daily basis as a re-
sult of the infighting. 

As if the failure to acknowledge what 
is really happening in Iraq was not bad 
enough, only a week ago, the President 
attempted his most strained leap of 
logic yet. During a press conference, 
which, by the way, after 6 years in of-
fice he is finally conducting with regu-
larity, the President stated that Amer-

ican military forces would remain in 
Iraq until 2009, at the earliest, that an-
other President would have to end it. 

After initially implying that the war 
would not cost much and would not 
take long to fight, the President needs 
to explain to the American people why 
the decision to bring our troops home 
from Iraq will, as he says, ‘‘be decided 
by future Presidents.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, given the current insta-
bility in Iraq, which 150,000 brave U.S. 
troops who have not been able to quell 
after more than 3 years of war, why in 
the world would we plan on American 
forces remaining in Iraq until 2009? It 
seems like the President is trying, yet 
again, to redefine the mission to his 
satisfaction. 

Well, you cannot redefine the facts, 
Mr. Speaker. There is no way to paper 
over the hundreds of Iraqi civilians 
who are being brutally murdered in 
sectarian violence. There is no way to 
disguise the nearly 2,500 American 
troops who have lost their lives in this 
war or the over 15,000 who have been 
forever injured. 

Yet, none of these tragic losses have 
made either the United States or Iraq 
safer from the threat of terrorism. The 
tragic irony is that the war has actu-
ally made Iraq a haven for inter-
national terrorism. 

It is time for the President to stop 
trying to redefine reality. It is time to 
define something constructive for the 
American people. It is time we plan 
how we will bring our troops home. 
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HONORING BUCK, MAN’S BEST 
FRIEND AND WAR DOG AMBAS-
SADOR. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
I might speak at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in sadness to note 
the recent passing of Buck, a beloved 
Siberian Husky who has brought 
awareness to the courage and loyalty 
of our Nation’s heroic K–9 soldiers, the 
military working dogs. At the age of 
15, Buck passed away at home in Lex-
ington, South Carolina, on March 23, 
2006. 

Buck was the companion to Vietnam 
Scout Dog Handler Johnny Mayo, who 
served with the 39th Scout Dog Pla-
toon, 173rd Airborne Brigade in Viet-
nam as a scout dog handler. 

While traveling in my district last 
July, I had the opportunity to meet 
Johnny Mayo and his dog Buck. After 
having the pleasure of spending a few 
minutes petting Buck, I can honestly 

say that Buck was a sweet dog who will 
be missed dearly by those who knew 
him. 

In Johnny Mayo’s 2002 book titled, 
‘‘Buck’s Heroes: A Dog’s Tale of Viet-
nam War Dogs,’’ Buck accompanies his 
master to a reunion of former handlers 
and their families at the Vietnam Me-
morial in Washington, D.C. While gaz-
ing at the black granite memorial at 
his master’s side, Buck begins hearing 
and seeing the ghosts of the dogs who 
participated in the Vietnam War. 
Among the scout dogs who speak to 
Buck are his master’s war dogs Tiger 
and Kelly. The dogs tell Buck what life 
was like for them and the soldiers they 
served and protected. 

By serving as the narrator and story-
teller in Johnny Mayo’s book, Buck 
educated thousands of readers about 
the invaluable service of military 
working dogs. 

Buck served as a companion and aid 
to his owner by traveling thousands of 
miles with him to various war dog 
events, including three Vietnam Dog 
Handler National Reunions in Wash-
ington, D.C., St. Louis and Phoenix, 
Arizona. 

Continuing the legacy of military 
working dogs who served our Nation 
during World War I, World War II and 
the Korean War, the war dogs who 
served in the jungles of Vietnam used 
their keen senses of smell, hearing and 
sight to detect dangers that threatened 
American lives. 

Of the 4,000 war dogs that served in 
Vietnam, only 204 survived. Historians 
believe these trained dogs prevented 
more than 10,000 American casualties 
during their deployment from 1965 to 
1972. 

As both war dogs and their handlers 
risked their lives in combat, their bond 
solidified and grew into a relationship 
of enduring love and shared loyalty to 
their mission. 

With Buck at his side, Johnny Mayo 
has had the courage to share the story 
of the loyal service of his war dogs 
Tiger and Kelly and the bond that de-
velops between K–9 soldiers and their 
handlers. 

To honor the loyalty, courage and 
sacrifice made by the teams of war 
dogs and their handlers, I will soon in-
troduce legislation to designate land 
for the construction of a National War 
Dog Team Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. 

The National War Dog Team Memo-
rial Fund and its supporters have al-
ready begun to raise money for the 
project and are not asking the tax-
payers or Congress for a single penny. 
The legislation will merely designate a 
plot of land for the memorial’s con-
struction. 

The proposed memorial will com-
memorate all U.S. armed services and 
all wars, conflicts and peacekeeping 
operations where military working 
dogs have been used to support mili-
tary ground operations since World 
War I. 
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