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so important. A lot of the concern over 
this Medicare part D addition was the 
cost. And some Members on our side of 
the aisle, fiscal conservatives, and I un-
derstand that, voted against the pre-
scription drug part D because they did 
not think we could afford it. Some of 
our friends on the other side of the 
aisle voted against it because they did 
not think we were doing enough. And, 
of course, if we had done more and 
there was no doughnut hole, then it 
would have cost, who knows, $3 trillion 
maybe instead of the estimated $750 
billion over 10 years. 

But Dr. BURGESS brought up an excel-
lent point, Mr. Speaker, and I think we 
need to elaborate on it a bit. Even if it 
does cost $750 billion or $75 billion a 
year over the next ten, what Dr. BUR-
GESS is saying, Mr. Speaker, you are 
going to shift costs from part A and 
part B onto part D. So what we are say-
ing is, let’s pay for the prescription 
drugs so that we can keep people out of 
the emergency rooms, off the operating 
table, off of renal dialysis, out of the 
nursing homes, maybe in some in-
stances because they have had a 
stroke. They did not have the medicine 
to treat the high blood pressure. Now 
we are paying, either on Medicare or 
Medicaid, 20 years of skilled nursing 
home care. What a false economy that 
is. It is a compassionate thing to do to 
shift some of that cost from part A to 
part B. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, we are getting 
close to the end of the hour and I 
thought that what would be good 
maybe is to quote some stories. In fact, 
I have one patient from Texas and 
while the gentleman is still here I 
wanted to give this to our colleagues, 
this Medicare D success story. 

Barbara L. from Kemp, Texas, and 
Kemp, Texas, is possibly in the gentle-
man’s district, but in any regard, it is 
Texas. In 2005, Barbara spent $2,100 on 
prescription drugs. She enrolled in an 
AARP Part D plan. I know that the 
support of the AARP, that great senior 
organization, its 35 million members, 
gives a little angst and heartburn to 
our colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle that they are used to having blan-
ket support from the AARP and all of 
the sudden this great senior organiza-
tion that is supporting this program 
and that causes them a little discom-
fort. 

Barbara signed up for a plan that 
they offered, and in 2006, she expects to 
pay not $2,100 but $360, a total savings 
of $1,740. 

Listen to what Barbara said: ‘‘I found 
the drug plan confusing at first, but I 
called Medicare today.’’ One of the or-
ganizations that is helping to explain 
on a contractual basis the plan. ‘‘I 
called Medicare today, got the infor-
mation I needed, then I signed up. It is 
glorifying,’’ Barbara says. ‘‘I’m beside 
myself with the drug cost savings.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Barbara W. from El Mi-
rage, Arizona, I want to give these 

testimonials from across this great 
country because it is not just Texas. It 
is not just Georgia. It is not just Min-
nesota. Barbara W. from El Mirage, Ar-
izona, had no prescription drug cov-
erage, like my mom, spent more than 
$2,600 a year on medications, wanted an 
inexpensive plan with a low premium. 
She enrolled in a part D plan where the 
monthly premium was only $6.14 on a 
monthly basis. In 2006, she will save 
$1,800. Nearly $200 a month. And that is 
Barbara from the great State of Ari-
zona. 

Here is another, Mr. Speaker. Thom-
as P. from Providence, Rhode Island. 
Thomas is 77 years old, spending more 
than $3,000 a year on prescription 
drugs. He probably is not low income, 
didn’t have a Medigap coverage or not 
a veteran, and out of his pocket spend-
ing $3,000 a year. He found out from So-
cial Security that he did qualify for 
extra help with his monthly premium. 
He did not know it but realized that he 
qualified. Now he expects to spend not 
$3,000 a year, but $400 a year on pre-
scriptions. Do the math. That is a total 
savings of $2,700 a year, and that is not 
peanuts as they say in Georgia. 

Thomas says, ‘‘It’s worth the time to 
save all that money.’’ Indeed. 

I think we are getting close to the 
witching hour. I had one more that I 
wanted to point out, but, Mr. Speaker, 
we thank you for the opportunity to 
bring this hour from the majority to 
explain this program. I thank Dr. BUR-
GESS. I thank Mr. KLINE. And I want to 
encourage my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle. Let’s support this pro-
gram. Let’s give our seniors what they 
really need. They deserve it, and they 
deserve our support. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 609, COLLEGE 
ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY ACT 
OF 2005 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah (during the Spe-
cial Order of Mr. GINGREY), from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 109–401) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 742) providing for 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
609) to amend and extend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my special order today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POE). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentlewoman from California? 

There was no objection. 

BUDGET CUTS HARM WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SOLIS) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to highlight how the President’s 
fiscal year 2007 budget will harm mil-
lions of women and children around the 
country. Tonight you are going to hear 
from some of my colleagues about 
those specific programs that have prov-
en to be successful for all women but 
are currently being cut and in some 
cases eliminated altogether. 

The President is proposing to cut 
programs that disproportionately help 
women, children, the elderly, and the 
increasing population of Americans liv-
ing in poverty. 

Earlier this month, I was part of a re-
cent delegation of Members of Congress 
who traveled to the gulf coast and New 
Orleans where most communities are 
still struggling to clean up their homes 
and get back to some sense of nor-
malcy after Hurricane Katrina. We 
need to be doing more to help those, 
those that lost everything to regain 
their lives. These communities must 
have quality health care, emergency 
care, and safe environmental condi-
tions. But we cannot accomplish these 
goals and help the millions of women 
and children around the country who 
are living in poverty with the reckless 
and immoral budget that President 
Bush has proposed. 

Key domestic programs that provide 
food and housing and support to women 
are vulnerable under this administra-
tion. In fact, the Bush administration 
is determined to protect tax cuts for 
the very wealthiest of Americans and 
provide health care for those who al-
ready have health care coverage and 
not include the 50 million uninsured 
people in our country today. The Presi-
dent wants to eliminate educational 
support for women, food assistance for 
seniors living in poverty, and he wants 
to significantly slash funding from im-
portant safety net programs like Med-
icaid and food stamps. In just 4 years, 
the cost of making these tax cuts per-
manent will exceed the amount that 
the Federal Government spends on edu-
cation beginning in preschool through 
college. 

Where is the economic recovery that 
the administration promised? Real 
wages as we know are down. The num-
ber of people living in poverty has in-
creased. Job growth has been stagnant. 
And tonight I am glad that so many of 
our colleagues in our Congress, the 
Women’s Democratic Congress, who 
serve here are coming together to 
speak out against the President’s budg-
et and how it is going in the wrong di-
rection for women and their families. 

I would like to begin by talking 
about education. But first I would like 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 13:55 Mar 14, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00182 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BOOK4\DAT FILES\BR29MR06.DAT BR29MR06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T20:12:25-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




