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Commander Stuppard’s accomplishments 

and achievements are truly outstanding and 
serve as an example to all citizens throughout 
our country, the United States of America. 
Commander Stuppard is a true gentleman and 
an outstanding American. I congratulate Com-
mander Charles L. Stuppard and the crew of 
the Arleigh Burke for a job well done. 
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HOMELESS ASSISTANCE 
CONSOLIDATION ACT OF 2006 

HON. RICK RENZI 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2006 

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker. This afternoon I 
am introducing legislation, by request of the 
Bush Administration, designed to combat 
homelessness nationwide. 

The Homeless Assistance Consolidation Act 
of 2006 would consolidate three competitive 
homeless assistance programs within the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment—Supportive Housing, Shelter Plus Care, 
and Section 8 Single Room Occupancy—into 
a single program aimed at alleviating home-
lessness in this country. 

Consolidation of these programs would pro-
vide more flexibility to localities, fund preven-
tion of homelessness, and dramatically reduce 
the time required to distribute grant funds to 
groups combating homelessness. 

The legislation would streamline the three 
programs into one competitive program with a 
single set of eligibility requirements and would 
provide incentives for communities to carry out 
permanent housing activities with supportive 
services for the homeless. 

I believe that this legislation is a good start-
ing point for the House of Representatives in 
crafting a bill that would help achieve the goal 
of alleviating homelessness in my home state 
of Arizona, and the country. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in the House, the Senate, the Administration, 
and most importantly, individuals and groups 
throughout the country who have dedicated 
themselves to fight homelessness, to craft leg-
islation in the coming months which will au-
thorize the funding and provide the tools need-
ed by advocates of the homeless. 

In the past, Congress has provided HUD 
significant funding over the years to distribute 
to groups to fight homelessness. Millions of in-
dividuals and families are, or have in the past, 
faced homelessness. They deserve our help, 
and I am committed to fighting on behalf of 
the homeless, and I am hopeful that this legis-
lation will further this most important effort. 
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IN RESPONSE TO RECENT ISRAELI 
ELECTIONS 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2006 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I congratulate the State of Israel for once 
again serving as a model to the Middle East 

region of what a successful democracy should 
be. With the threat of severe violence from 
their neighbors, Israelis proudly went to the 
polls to take part in the single most important 
part of any government—expressing one’s 
voice through the vote. 

I offer my congratulations to all who were 
successful in yesterday’s elections. You have 
the will of the people, and more importantly, 
the responsibility to protect and defend both 
the land and the people of Israel. 

In the coming months and years, you will 
have many important decisions relating to se-
curity and defense that you will need to make. 
I urge you to resist external political pressures 
and do what needs to be done to maintain the 
physical integrity of Israel and uphold the se-
curity of your people. 

As a Congressman, I vow to continue to do 
what I can to work with the State of Israel and 
help one of America’s closest allies and I look 
forward to working with the new Israeli govern-
ment. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS FOR 
CESAR ESTRADA CHAVEZ STUDY 
ACT 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2006 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to in-
troduce the Cesar Estrada Chavez Study Act. 
This legislation authorizes the Department of 
Interior to conduct a special resources study 
to examine the areas that Cesar Estrada Cha-
vez lived for potential incorporation into the 
National Park Service. 

Cesar Estrada Chavez was a humble man 
who knew the importance of hard work and 
sacrifice. Raised during the Great Depression, 
Chavez’s family lost everything and he was 
forced to wander the southwestern United 
States with thousands of other farmworker 
families. As a migrant farmworker he learned 
the value of community and family. Farm-
workers were united as they fought to survive 
in the often harsh working and living condi-
tions of the migrant life. 

Chavez eventually left the fields in 1952 and 
began to campaign peacefully against racial 
and economic discrimination. In 1962, Chavez 
returned to help farmworker families and start-
ed the National Farmworkers Association. 
Today we know this organization as the 
United Farm Workers of America. Through 
non-violent action, the United Farm Workers 
have fought for fair wages, health care cov-
erage, pension benefits, housing improve-
ments, pesticide and health regulations and 
countless other protections for the health and 
wellbeing of the farmworker and their family. 

Despite the work of Chavez as a civil rights 
and labor leader, religious and spiritual figure, 
community servant and social entrepreneur, 
there are no historical, geographical or cultural 
designations in the National Park Service to 
honor him or his spirit which lives on today. I 
encourage my colleagues to support this legis-
lation, so the stories of Chavez’s struggles 
and triumphs need to be communicated and 
preserved for all Americans. 

A TRIBUTE TO CARTER GILMORE 
FOR 50 YEARS OF COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a public servant extraordinaire, Car-
ter Gilmore of Oakland California. Mr. Gil-
more’s friends and colleagues are honoring 
him on April 20, 2006, for his 50 years of dedi-
cated and tireless community service. 

He arrived in California from Houston, 
Texas, shortly after his marriage to Lizzie Mae 
Hampton in 1948. They are the proud parents 
of 6 children, 14 grandchildren and 7 great 
grandchildren. Mr. Gilmore served in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II and is a retired plant 
manager of Granny Goose Foods in Oakland. 

The brutal death of an African American 
youth, Emmett Till, in Mississippi in 1955 mo-
bilized the civil rights movement and prompted 
Carter Gilmore to begin his years of service to 
civil rights and community service. He joined 
the Alameda Branch of the NAACP. He be-
came an active member and later became a 
forceful president of this branch during the civil 
rights movement. He wrote in the monthly 
newsletter about the quest for equal rights and 
his letter was placed in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD in 1985. 

When the NAACP lost is leader, Medger 
Evers, in Mississippi, Mr. Gilmore was willing 
to relocate and take his place but realized that 
his community service was needed in Cali-
fornia. Mr. Gilmore’s dedication and commit-
ment to civil rights moved him upward through 
the ranks of the NAACP in California and he 
became the Northern California Area Presi-
dent. 

Mr. Gilmore’s leadership was not limited to 
his dedicated efforts within the NAACP. He 
was also involved in a host of activities that 
garnered him honors for his community lead-
ership. 

In 1977, Mr. Gilmore was elected to the 
Oakland City Council. He was reelected in 
1981 and 1985 unchallenged. He served as 
the Vice Mayor from 1979 to 1981. 

Mr. Gilmore has served on numerous 
boards, which include the East Oakland Youth 
Center, Alameda County Fair, League of Cali-
fornia Cities, Goodwill Industries, Bay Area 
Committee on Hypertension and the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Freedom Center of Oakland. 

He is an active member of many commu-
nity-based organizations where he continues 
his dedicated leadership helping seniors, 
youth, and veterans. 

Carter Gilmore has proven time and again 
that one person can make a difference. His 50 
years of service has touched many lives and 
his contributions have been felt in numerous 
ways. I join his friends and admirers in ex-
pressing admiration for his accomplishments 
and heartfelt appreciation for all his efforts. He 
has earned the well deserved title public serv-
ant extraordinaire. 
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