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COMMUNICATION FROM CONGRES-

SIONAL AIDE OF HON. WILLIAM 
J. JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from Loretta Mahony, Con-
gressional Aide of the Hon. WILLIAM J. 
JEFFERSON, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2006. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
LORETTA MAHONY, 

Congressional Aide. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT 
MANAGER OF HON. WILLIAM J. 
JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Stephanie Butler, Dis-
trict Manager of the Hon. WILLIAM J. 
JEFFERSON, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2006. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
documents issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
STEPHANIE BUTLER, 

District Manager. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM LEGISLA-
TIVE ASSISTANT OF HON. WIL-
LIAM J. JEFFERSON, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from 
Angelle Kwemo, Legislative Assistant 
of the Hon. WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON, 
Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2006. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
documents issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-

ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
ANGELLE KWEMO, 
Legislative Assistant. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CONGRES-
SIONAL AIDE OF HON. WILLIAM 
J. JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from Julius Feltus, Congres-
sional Aide of the Hon. WILLIAM J. JEF-
FERSON, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2006. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
JULIUS FELTUS, 
Congressional Aide. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT 
MANAGER OF HON. WILLIAM J. 
JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from Stephanie Butler, Dis-
trict Manager of the Hon. WILLIAM J. 
JEFFERSON, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 22, 2006. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
STEPHANIE BUTLER, 

District Manager. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CONGRES-
SIONAL AIDE OF HON. WILLIAM 
J. JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from Ericka Edwards, Con-
gressional Aide of the Hon. WILLIAM J. 
JEFFERSON, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2006. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 

of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
ERICKA EDWARDS, 

Congressional Aide. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
MAJOR GENERAL MICHAEL TAY-
LOR 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 
career of Major General Michael Tay-
lor. All citizens of the United States 
owe General Taylor a debt of gratitude 
for devoting his life to freedom and all 
the ideals that make this country so 
great. Not only did he serve his coun-
try valiantly for 37 years, but he also 
attended Texas A&M University, an in-
stitution of higher learning famed for 
its rich tradition, its honor; and it also 
happens to be my alma matter as well. 

General Taylor began his military 
career in 1970, upon graduation from 
Texas A&M. Commissioned as an armor 
officer, he served as a platoon leader in 
Vietnam with the 2nd Squadron, 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment. Serving in 
various roles throughout his career, in-
cluding deputy commander of the 71st 
Troop Command, General Taylor as-
sumed command of the 36th Infantry 
Division, Texas Army National Guard, 
Camp Mabry, Austin, Texas in May of 
2004. 

Of the many major awards and deco-
rations he has received over the course 
of his accomplished career, time limits 
me to name just a few. Some of the 
most notable are a Legion of Merit 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Bronze 
Star Medal of Valor with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Purple Heart, not for some 
scratch on him either. He has a Meri-
torious Service Medal with four Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Army Commendation 
Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster and 
the Army Achievement Medal. 

General Michael Taylor is a man of 
honor. He is a man with a sense of 
duty. He is a man with a love for God 
and his country. He served this country 
and he served his fellow man with wis-
dom, with discretion, with courage, 
with valor, and with clarity. His career 
of service to our Nation should be ad-
mired by every citizen who enjoys liv-
ing free, and I am proud to honor him 
on the House floor today as a great 
American. He is a powerful patriot, and 
he is a personal friend of mine. He is an 
example for young people today who 
desire to be an intellectual servant and 
a defender of freedom. 

May God bless General Mike Taylor 
because he has certainly blessed Amer-
ica with his service. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 4491 March 30, 2006 
OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the conference and lead-
ership for allowing me to come before 
the House during this hour today and 
to present a number of different issues 
with my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives. 

b 1645 
We are going to bring another edition 

of the Official Truth Squad today. And 
folks ask, what is the Official Truth 
Squad? And I guess the simplest way to 
explain it is that it is a group of indi-
viduals in the House of Representatives 
who are interested in making sure that 
the American people have the truth 
presented to them so that they can 
make appropriate decisions. And it 
grew out of the group of freshmen 
Members of Congress who were elected 
for the first time to Congress in 2004, 
and after a number of months here, we 
would meet on a regular basis, met 
about once a week, and when we would 
talk to each other, we would get the 
same kind of sense about what was 
happening on the floor of the House. 
We were, frankly, disgusted with all of 
the personal attacks, the lack of co-
operation, the leveling of charges, and, 
frankly, so many times, comments 
that were made that simply were not 
true. And so we said, what on Earth 
can we do? So we created what we call 
the Official Truth Squad. And we try to 
come here as often as possible, almost 
every day that we are in session, and 
talk about issues that are of impor-
tance to the American people and 
present the facts. 

We have got a quote that we are so 
fond of and it comes from Senator Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan. Senator Moy-
nihan said, ‘‘Everyone is entitled to 
their own opinion, but they are not en-
titled to their own facts.’’ And here in 
Washington, we hear something re-
peated over and over and over again, so 
often that you think it is a fact, that 
you think it is the truth, but, in fact, 
it is not. And we have just been treated 
to an hour from some of our friends on 
the other side of the aisle with many, 
many issues that were remarkably dis-
torted. Some of them outright untrue. 
And so our concern is that the Amer-
ican people, in order to make correct 
decisions about what direction this 
country ought to go, they need the 
facts. They need the truth. 

I have told folks oftentimes, Mr. 
Speaker, I am a physician. Before I 
came to Congress, I was a medical doc-
tor. And when I would see a patient, I 
could not get to the right diagnosis un-
less I was given the true information, 
either in a lab test or talking with the 

patient or whatever it was. And the 
same is true in public policy. Unless 
you get the truth, unless you get real 
honest information, you just cannot 
get to the right solution because you 
do not have all of the information that 
you need. So everyone is entitled to 
their own opinion, and there are a lot 
of opinions here in Washington, Mr. 
Speaker, but they are not entitled to 
their own facts. 

And just by way of clarification of a 
number of things that folks have heard 
today and oftentimes, but most re-
cently within the last hour, I was sit-
ting here in the House, and I had to 
write down one of the comments that 
was made because it was just so out-
rageous, and it was, ‘‘Everything that 
is supposed to be up is down and every-
thing that is supposed to be down is 
up.’’ And I guess I am supposed to take 
the gentleman at his word, and if that 
is the case, then I would like to point 
to a few things that are either up or 
down and are moving in the right di-
rection, frankly, Mr. Speaker. And one 
of them is the number of jobs that have 
been created in this Nation over the 
last 3 or 4 years. 

A chart says it so much better than 
I can, but this is a chart that shows the 
number of new jobs, these are new jobs 
in America, since January of 2002 until 
January of this year. And what you see 
for the first 2 years is a significant de-
crease in jobs and then on about the 
end of 2003 or the beginning of 2004, it 
began to tick up, and now we have, 
month after month after month, over 
30 months of new job creation in the 
hundreds of thousands, almost 5 mil-
lion new jobs created in the last 2 to 3 
years. So that is something that is up 
that I guess the gentleman wants to go 
down; is that right, Mr. Speaker? This 
chart does not even include the month 
of February, which was 243,000 new jobs 
across this Nation. 

Here is another chart that shows the 
direction of job growth. And again, the 
axis down here is January of 2002 
through January of 2006, and you see 
what happens to job growth is that on 
or about the first part of 2003, it begins 
to tick up, and it is ticking up month 
after month after month after month 
and the unemployment rate ticking 
down. The unemployment rate last 
month, Mr. Speaker, 4.8 percent across 
this Nation. That is lower than the av-
erage for the 1970s and the 1980s and the 
1990s. I guess that is something that 
the gentleman wants to go up instead 
of down; is that right, Mr. Speaker? 
These are good numbers. This is good 
news, economic news, across this Na-
tion. And saying that it is something 
different, confusing people, distorting 
things, telling things that are, frankly, 
not true does a complete disservice to 
everybody in our Nation because if you 
are given misinformation, you cannot 
make correct decisions. So what the 
Official Truth Squad is interested in is 

real information, honest information, 
the real numbers, and then we are con-
fident that people will make the right 
decision. 

Here is another number that I guess 
the gentleman wants to see go in a dif-
ferent direction. This is Federal reve-
nues. This is tax revenue. And up until 
2003, it was ticking down. And then 
what happened in 2003 is that there was 
a tax cut. There was a tax decrease, 
and what happened was that Federal 
revenue increased after that and con-
tinues to increase. In fact, we are now 
at a rate of Federal revenue increase 
over where it was at the beginning of 
2000. And it is kind of counterintuitive, 
but what happens when you decrease 
taxes is that you give people more of 
their money back, and they are able to 
spend more or save more or invest 
more, and it spurs the economy. So, 
Mr. Speaker, those are numbers that 
are moving in the right direction, not 
the wrong direction. 

A couple other items that are very 
specific that were mentioned within 
the last hour, and the record just has 
to be corrected because, again, truth-
fulness is imperative if we are to make 
correct decisions here. This is the issue 
of port security funding, and what you 
heard recently was, frankly, a remark-
able distortion of the truth. Port secu-
rity funding in 2001, it was about $30 
million. Port security funding last 
year, over $3 billion. Port security 
funding request for this year, nearly $4 
billion. 

Mr. Speaker, you can argue about 
whether or not there ought to be that 
amount of money or more or less, but 
what you ought not do is distort the 
truth to people and tell them that that 
is not what is occurring, that there are 
not resources going into port security. 
It is just wrong. It is not fair to the 
American people. It is not fair to the 
discourse here. And, frankly, it creates 
a greater cynicism for politics than 
there ought to be. We need to be work-
ing together here. 

The challenge of port security is not 
a Republican challenge. It is not a 
Democrat challenge. It is an American 
challenge. And an American challenge 
requires that Americans work to-
gether. We solve problems best when 
we work together. So I encourage my 
friends on the other side who often-
times fondly distort things to work 
with us. 

You hear them talk about their na-
tional security agenda. Well, I think it 
is important that we look at the truth. 
It is important to look at the record. 
What they have said is that one of 
their recommendations is to follow the 
recommendations of the 9/11 Commis-
sion. But on a roll call vote here in the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, they voted ‘‘no’’ on establishing 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
rollcall 367, July, 2002. 
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