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Senator Alquist’s legislative legacy includes 

serving as Chair of the Senate’s Budget Com-
mittee for 15 years. His concern for Califor-
nia’s future earthquake preparedness led him 
to author landmark legislation that created the 
state’s Seismic Safety Commission and the 
Energy Commission. Senator Alquist spear-
headed a bill that established the Santa Clara 
Valley Transportation Authority and was the 
pioneer in leading an almost two decade effort 
to build a state office in San Jose, California. 
When the building was completed in 1983, it 
was named in Mr. Alquist’s honor. 

Senator Alquist retired from the State Legis-
lature in 1996. He was 88 years old when he 
ended his tenure and made history by becom-
ing the State Senate’s longest-serving mem-
ber. 

Senator Alfred Ernest Alquist passed away 
on Monday, March 27, 2006 at the age of 97. 

I had the great pleasure of being Senator 
Alquist’s seatmate while we served together in 
the Senate. Senator Alquist touched the lives 
of many people and his legacy will remain 
vivid for generations to come. His genuine 
concern and vision for the future have all 
made the state of California a much better 
place. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAN BOREN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 
43, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 55, 59, 60, and 
63, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’. 

Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 44, 46, 53, 54, 
56, 57, 58, 61, 62, 64, 65, 66, and 67, had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
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GOSPEL MUSIC WEEK 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, beginning this 
weekend, more than 3,000 individuals will 
gather in my hometown of Nashville to cele-
brate one of the most exciting and fastest- 
growing segments of the music industry. While 
most people around the world think of Nash-
ville—Music City—as the place to come to 
enjoy the best country and bluegrass music in 
the world, Nashville is also home to another 
powerful music force: the Gospel Music Asso-
ciation. 

From April 1st through April 5th, Nashville 
will host Gospel Music Week. It is five days of 
concerts, worship services, performance 
showcases, educational seminars and exhib-
its, all culminating on Wednesday evening with 
the GMA Music Awards. Known as the Dove 
Awards, this year’s ceremony will be held at 
the Grand Ole Opry House and hosted by Re-
becca St. James and Kirk Franklin, both 
Grammy and Dove Award winners them-
selves. St. James and Franklin will also per-

form during the evening’s program that will 
feature artists ranging from soulful gospel to 
guitar driven pop to powerful quartet harmo-
nizing and more. 

The sold-out event is a testimony to the 
popularity and power of gospel music today. 
Christian and gospel music sales have in-
creased from $381 million in 1995 to over 
$700 million annually, an 80 percent increase 
over the last decade. Over 43.5 million units of 
Christian and gospel music CDs, cassettes, 
digital albums, and digital tracks were sold in 
2005. That figure represents over 6 percent of 
all music sales in 2005 and ranks higher than 
Latin, Soundtracks, Jazz or Classical releases. 

As John W. Styll, president of the Gospel 
Music Association has said, this growth in the 
Christian and gospel music isn’t surprising. 
‘‘The heart of gospel music may be in the 
lyrics, but the soul is in the passion with which 
these artists perform.’’ 

Clearly, the world is passionate about gos-
pel music and the many outstanding artists 
who will appear in Nashville in the coming 
days. I salute each of these individuals, and 
the Gospel Music Association, as they prepare 
for the 37th Annual GMA Music Awards and 
Gospel Music Week and another year of in-
spiring performances that touch the hearts and 
souls of music lovers worldwide. 
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REGARDING RESOLUTION OF IN-
QUIRY SEEKING DOCUMENTS 
CONCERNING WHITE HOUSE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONSTITU-
TIONAL INFIRMITY OF S. 1932 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I and a 
number of my colleagues are introducing leg-
islation to investigate the White House’s 
knowledge of the constitutional defects of S. 
1932, the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, at the 
time the President signed the bill into law. 

On February 8, 2006, President Bush 
signed into law a version of S. 1932 that was 
different in substance from the version the 
U.S. House of Representatives passed on 
February 1, 2006. The House-passed version 
of the legislation required the Medicare pro-
gram to lease ‘‘durable medical equipment,’’ 
such as wheelchairs, for seniors and other 
beneficiaries for up to 36 months, while the 
version of the legislation signed by the Presi-
dent limited the duration of these leases to 
just 13 months. As the Congressional Budget 
Office reported, this seemingly small change 
from 36 months to 13 months has a dispropor-
tionately large budgetary impact, cutting Medi-
care outlays by $2 billion over the next 5 
years. 

Under the U.S. Constitution, a bill cannot 
become law unless the same version is 
passed by both Houses of Congress and 
signed by the President. It appears that the 
Republican congressional leadership knew 
that the process of enacting S. 1932 violated 
this principle. Now evidence is mounting that 
the President and his staff may have know-
ingly participated in this constitutionally infirm 
process. 

As I wrote to former White House chief of 
staff Andrew Card on March 15, I have 
learned that the Speaker of the House advised 
the White House of the differences between 
the House-passed bill and the bill presented to 
the President before the President signed the 
legislation. This account was confirmed in a 
March 22 Wall Street Journal article, which re-
ported that the Speaker’s chief of staff ‘‘called 
a high ranking White House official’’ and 
‘‘asked the Administration to delay pro-
ceedings until the problem could be addressed 
by the House and Senate.’’ Nevertheless, the 
President signed S. 1932 into law without any 
action by the House and Senate to address 
the problem. 

This information has serious constitutional 
implications. When the President took the oath 
of office, he swore to ‘‘preserve, protect, and 
defend the Constitution of the United States.’’ 
If the President signed S. 1932 knowing its 
constitutional infirmity, he would in effect be 
placing himself above the Constitution. 

The President’s decision to authorize the 
National Security Agency to conduct 
warrantless wiretaps despite Federal laws for-
bidding the practice has raised questions in 
the minds of many Americans about whether 
he considers himself bound by the laws en-
acted by Congress. The mounting evidence 
that the President signed the Reconciliation 
Act into law knowing that it differed from the 
legislation passed by Congress now raises the 
issue whether he considers himself bound by 
the provisions of the Federal Constitution. 

Given the constitutional issues at stake, it is 
imperative that Congress exercise its oversight 
powers to examine what the President and his 
staff knew about the defects in S. 1932 and 
how they considered and acted on any such 
information. The resolution of inquiry I am in-
troducing today would advance such a con-
gressional inquiry by requesting that the White 
House provide Congress with all documents 
relating to information the White House re-
ceived about the difference between the 
version of the bill the House passed on Feb-
ruary 1 and the version the President signed 
on February 8. 

BACKGROUND 
Last fall, the House and Senate passed dif-

ferent versions of the Deficit Reduction Omni-
bus Reconciliation Act of 2005. During the 
House-Senate conference committee on the 
bill, a significant last-minute issue arose in the 
conference involving how long Medicare 
should pay for durable medical equipment, 
DME. Existing Medicare law provided for pay-
ments for DME by Medicare under a fee 
schedule for an unlimited period of time. In an 
effort to reduce Medicare spending, the con-
ferees tentatively agreed to reduce the dura-
tion of Medicare payment to just 13 months. 

This proposal, however, generated objec-
tions from a Senator and Representative from 
Ohio, where a major manufacturer of oxygen 
equipment is located. To accommodate their 
concerns, the conference report reduced the 
duration of Medicare payments for most DME 
to 13 months, but directed Medicare to con-
tinue to pay for oxygen equipment for 36 
months. The final conference report was filed 
on December 19, 2005. 

The House passed the conference report on 
S. 1932 on December 19, 2005, by a vote of 
212–206. 
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