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THE COALITION FOR 

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, it 
has come to my attention that a Washington- 
based non-governmental organization—the 
Coalition for International Justice—will close 
its offices this week after 10 years of service 
to the cause of justice around the world. 

Serving as Chairman and Co-Chairman of 
the Helsinki Commission for that same period 
of time, I have worked closely with the Coali-
tion and seen the effect of its work. Ten years 
ago, the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
was a priority in U.S. foreign policy, a conflict 
in which numerous war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and genocide were committed. Many 
of us fought for the inclusion of basic justice 
as an element in our country’s policy re-
sponse, and an international tribunal was for-
tunately created for that purpose. At the time, 
however, support was lukewarm at best; many 
saw efforts to apprehend and bring to justice 
those responsible for heinous crimes as too 
far-reaching, perhaps unachievable, and po-
tentially detrimental to efforts to end the con-
flict through diplomacy. 

The Coalition for International Justice was a 
tireless advocate of another view, one that 
saw no true peace, nor the resulting long-term 
stability, in Bosnia or anywhere else, without 
appropriate consideration of justice. Time has 
since shown how correct that view has been. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina has come a long way 
since the mid-1990s, in large part because 
those responsible for war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and genocide were instead 
removed from positions of authority and made 
accountable at the tribunal located in The 
Hague. Many of those people might still be at 
large had the Coalition, among others, not ad-
vocated a tough policy toward those powers 
who were harboring and protecting them. 
Many of us can remember the State Depart-
ment’s hesitancy, let alone that of many Euro-
pean foreign ministries, to these tough meas-
ures. Today, however, the United States main-
tains an effective conditionality on assistance 
to Serbia and, along with the European Union, 
on Serbia’s integration efforts due to the par-
ticular failure to transfer Ratko Mladic to The 
Hague. Similar linkages apply to another at- 
large indictee, Radovan Karadzic. 

Representatives of the Coalition for Inter-
national Justice participated in numerous brief-
ings and hearings of the Helsinki Commission 
on this subject, and were always available to 
provide useful information when justice in the 
Balkans became part of our policy debates. 

The Coalition similarly assisted the inter-
national criminal tribunal established for Rwan-
da in its efforts to be fair, responsible and ef-
fective in the provision of justice. Its mandate 
later expanded to help the investigation and 
prosecutions process in East Timor, to estab-
lish a tribunal for Khmer Rouge crimes in 
Cambodia, and to create a Special Court for 
Sierra Leone. It helped track the finance of 
such notorious figures as Charles Taylor, Sad-
dam Hussein and the Khartoum elites, in addi-

tion to Slobodan Milosevic and Radovan 
Karadzic. Most recently, the Coalition has 
been part of the international effort not just to 
hold those responsible for the genocide in 
Darfur accountable from the crimes already 
committed but to protect the civilian population 
there from continuing to be victimized. 

Mr. Speaker, I have appreciated the work of 
the Coalition for International Justice as a re-
source of accurate information, and as an ad-
vocate to a reasonable, practical approach to 
the sometimes controversial subject of inter-
national justice. While its board and staff may 
have concluded that the Coalition has largely 
accomplished the tasks it was created to ad-
dress, they know, as do we, that horrible 
crimes continue to be committed against inno-
cent people in conflicts around the world. I am 
confident that the dedicated individuals who 
made the Coalition such a success will con-
tinue, through other organizations and offices, 
in the struggle for international justice. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of a talented and distinguished 
community theater group, the Heights Players, 
as they embark upon their 50th anniversary. It 
is an honor to represent the Heights Players 
in the House of Representatives and it be-
hooves us to pay tribute to such an out-
standing community organization that has 
brought the art of performance to adults and 
children throughout Brooklyn. 

Mr. Speaker, the Heights Players were 
founded in 1956 by a small collection of the-
atre-lovers and successfully produced their 
first production, Hasty Heart, in February of 
1957. The Heights Players eventually estab-
lished themselves as a nonprofit educational 
corporation of New York, offering a workshop 
program and expanding the group to extend 
opportunities to new performers and directors. 

For the past 50 years, the Heights Players 
have continued to assume an active role in 
the community by presenting performances for 
homeless groups, senior citizens and hospital- 
bound children. In 1962, the Heights Players 
moved to their current location at the historic 
26 Willow Place in the basement of the Alfred 
T. White Community Center. The Heights 
Players, under their Board of Directors, con-
tinuously seek to enhance the quality of their 
performances, facilities, and organization. 

The Heights Players now enjoy a large 
membership of 200 subscribers and a group 
mailing list of 2,500 supporters, including 
those from the Brooklyn Heights Community 
along with the tri-state area. The Heights Play-
ers also continue to provide special Theater 
for Children performances, traveling entertain-
ment to Brooklyn hospitals, nursing homes, 
and Hale House in Manhattan, and special 
performances to nearly 1,000 homeless New 
Yorkers annually. They have been awarded 
for their ongoing laudable community efforts 
by Brooklyn Borough President Abe Stark, the 

Brooklyn Heights Association, the City Coun-
cil, and Borough President Howard Golden, 
who designated April 4, 1987, as ‘‘Heights 
Players Day.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the achievements 
and committed service of the Heights Players 
as they continue to offer their artistic talents 
and performances for the benefit of the com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, may our country continue to 
benefit from the actions of altruistic community 
leaders such as the Heights Players. 
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AFRICA’S LEADING LADY 
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OF NEW YORK 
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Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first elect-
ed female president of Liberia, for her straight- 
forward opinion that addresses jurisdictional 
control for prosecutorial legal action against 
Charles Taylor, the accused butcher and 
mutilator of thousands of Africans during one 
of the deadliest and bloodiest regimes of mod-
ern day Liberia and four other African states. 

I enter into the RECORD an article from the 
New York Daily News entitled ‘‘Africa’s Lead-
ing Lady’’ which reveals that African women 
are coming to the fore, trying to right all of the 
wrongs put and held in place by a succession 
of brutal and corrupt African men. Emphasis is 
placed on the atrocities carried out by Taylor 
and his followers and mentions how Taylor’s 
greed has ‘‘casually’’ reduced Liberia to a pau-
per state. 

I personally believe that Ellen Johnson- 
Sirleaf, also known as the ‘‘Iron Lady’’ for her 
determination and tenacity, is the very best 
person to lead Liberia from its dark, tormented 
past into a bright and productive future. 

[From the New York Daily News, Mar. 30, 
2006] 

AFRICA’S LEADING LADY: PRESIDENT’S GUTSY 
MOVE VS. WARLORD TEACHES VALUABLE 
LESSON 

(By Stanley Crouch) 
When Charles Taylor, the ex-Liberian thug 

president, was arrested in Nigeria trying to 
escape the clutches of international law, he 
was in a car with 110-pound bags of embez-
zled money. Well, he was not traveling light. 

Taylor had risen to power after seven years 
of civil war, had won an election with 75% of 
the vote and had casually reduced his coun-
try to a pauper state. He is accused of start-
ing conflicts in four other African states and 
encouraging the chopping off of hands, feet, 
lips and noses in Sierra Leone so that the 
terrified population would not hinder the 
sale of stolen diamonds. 

Taylor is one of those African butchers 
who could have modeled himself on King 
Leopold II, the 19th-century Belgian king. 
Leopold’s colonial policies in the Congo re-
sulted in countless slaughters and many mu-
tilations in the interest of producing a prof-
itable rubber crop. 

Leopold became a pariah among European 
courts, but naturally black-faced variations 
in Africa have wielded iron-fisted power 
without compunction, worrying only about 
being overthrown by some ambitious fellow 
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