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Mr. Speaker, Luther Wright’s selfless serv-

ice has continuously demonstrated a level of 
altruistic dedication that makes him most wor-
thy of our recognition today. 
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life of Audrey Yvonne 
Willson, whose spiritual evolution led to her 
being known at the end of her life as Yve-I 
Rastafari. Yve-I was a beloved mother, wife, 
grandmother, friend, artist, educator and lead-
er in our community and our world. She 
passed away on March 13, 2006 at the age of 
63. 

Born Audrey Yvonne Willson, she grew up 
in the Fort Greene Projects of Brooklyn, New 
York, where she developed the quick wit and 
savvy nature for which she was known 
throughout her life. Living in New York, she 
met and married Bob Law in 1962. During that 
period, she became an active member of the 
Congress for Racial Equality, and was at the 
forefront of the Black Cultural/Consciousness 
movement, identifying strongly with her African 
heritage as an activist of that era and through-
out her life. 

In the decade that followed, Audrey began 
a new journey, moving to Silver Spring, Mary-
land and obtaining her Masters Degree in 
Education as well as her Montessori certifi-
cation. These achievements began her lifelong 
devotion to the education and healthy devel-
opment of children, which included her own 
young daughters, and ultimately led Audrey to 
create her own educational model. 

Audrey’s journey of intellectual, cultural and 
spiritual discovery soon led her to West Africa, 
where she immediately fell in love with the 
people, their land, and their struggles. Her 
proficiency in the Spanish, Twi, Amharic and 
Arabic languages allowed her to be a teacher 
and a student of the people she met there, 
and through her travels she forged human and 
spiritual ties that would last a lifetime. 

In the years that followed, her newfound 
faith of Islam led her to change her name to 
Ameena, and during her time in Africa she 
met and married her second husband, an 
American named Daud Malik Watts. Upon her 
return to the United States, she rededicated 
herself to her life’s mission of serving our 
young people by opening, with Daud, the Res-
ton Montessori School in Virginia. 

As she continued her spiritual exploration in 
the 1980s, she was led to return to her birth 
name of Audrey. During that time she also 
traveled frequently to the west coast and split 
her time between working in the non-profit 
sector and developing her own small business 
selling her delicious homemade apple pies. 

As she neared the conclusion of her spir-
itual journey, she changed her name to Yve- 
I Rastafari, which was a reflection of her be-
coming a Rastafarian. In the 1990s, when she 

underwent this transition, she also moved to 
Hawaii, where she started Artists for Orphans, 
an international non-profit dedicated to pro-
viding educational, financial, physical and 
emotional support to orphans in Ethiopia. 

After devoting herself to this bold, compas-
sionate work for more than a decade, Yve-I 
left Hawaii to move back northeast to be with 
her ailing father, caring for him until his last 
day. After his passing, she returned to working 
with young children in Washington, D.C. be-
fore ultimately moving to California to be with 
and care for her youngest grandchildren. 

Yve-I gave of herself easily and was won-
derful with children. I witnessed time and time 
again, as she was the mother-in-law to my 
son, and along with me, was a grandmother to 
Simone the daughter of my son and her 
daughter. Whether we were together at family 
gatherings on special occasions or simply 
spending time with our children and grand-
children, Yve-I’s generous and loving spirit 
brought a sense of comfort and togetherness 
to our family which has not only nurtured our 
youngest members, but has strengthened the 
ties between us all. 

Throughout her life, Yve-I was fully dedi-
cated to complete spiritual and human devel-
opment and her devotion to becoming the 
most complete and aware person that she 
could was evidenced by her constant growth 
and personal evolution. At the end of her life 
it became her goal to return to Ethiopia to live 
out her days so that she could continue the 
work of Artists for Orphans and practice her 
religion at an age-old founding church of her 
faith, and that is what she did, being laid to 
rest on March 17, 2006 in Shashamene, Ethi-
opia, where she was known as Mama Love. 
She is survived by her life partner, Menelek 
Fitzgerald, her children Aisha Patrice, Abina, 
Yasmina, Memuna, Bilqis, Nasir, Mahmud, 
and Netanya; her siblings Adrienne, Donald 
and Wayne; thirteen grandchildren; her neph-
ews; and numerous cousins, colleagues and 
friends. 

Today the family and friends of the woman 
who journeyed from Audrey to Yve-I come to-
gether to celebrate her life and the countless 
ways in which her bright and compassionate 
spirit touched lives of others, no matter what 
name they knew her by during her lifetime. 
Her giving nature and deep wisdom was 
known to and cherished by all, and will con-
tinue to lift up the lives of our young people 
and all who knew her for generations to come. 
On behalf of California’s 9th U.S. Congres-
sional District, I am proud to add my voice to 
the countless others who have united in 
thanks, appreciation, and joy to remember this 
very special, remarkable and loving woman, 
Yve-I Rastafari. 
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
and honor the memory of Erma Byrd, the wife 
of the senior Senator from West Virginia. We 
mourn the death of this great lady. 

Here in this chamber it is important that we 
acknowledge the importance of the spouses of 
those who serve in the U.S. Congress. There 
is no more distinguished member of the legis-
lative branch than the Senator from West Vir-
ginia, and certainly none who has served so 
effectively for so long. Surely, some of the 
credit for this distinguished service should go 
to Erma Byrd. 

My family and I have known the Byrds for 
much longer than half a century. Senator 
BYRD and his wife have been devoted to each 
other for almost 69 years. She has been his 
closest companion and, I believe, his closest 
advisor. When they first married, he turned 
over to her his wallet and the family finances. 
He relied on her for everything domestic. For 
decades, in the evenings after his superb leg-
islative and political work on Capitol Hill, when 
other members of Congress set off for recep-
tions and social functions, Senator BYRD re-
turned home to sit with Erma and read, often 
to each other. 

Erma Byrd has been a dear friend of my 
mother. The daughter of a coal miner, Erma 
Byrd was a woman who showed great consid-
eration for other people. She was a woman 
with a backbone and what we would call West 
Virginia gumption. The whole country of the 
United States knows Senator BYRD as a great 
legislator and great orator who can be counted 
on as the most adamant defender of our Con-
stitution and a champion of the honor and tra-
ditions of the Congress, especially the U.S. 
Senate. What many Americans may not know 
is the man who has given devotion to and, 
until her death last week, received devotion 
from his honorable and capable wife. I join 
others here in expressing my sympathies to 
this great colleague. 
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Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Speaker, hearts are 
heavy in West Virginia this week as we mourn 
the loss of a very special woman: Mrs. Erma 
Byrd, the beloved wife of our distinguished 
senior Senator. 

ROBERT C. BYRD and Erma Ora James met 
as students at Mark Twain Grade School in 
Raleigh county. They married in 1937, at the 
tender age of 19. In that simple ceremony, a 
lasting bond was forged, and an incredible 
journey was begun. 

Their journey took them from the coalfields 
of southern West Virginia to the halls of this 
great Capitol. At every point along the way, 
Erma Byrd was a constant source of strength, 
support and inspiration—whether in raising 
their wonderful family or anchoring the incred-
ible career of her devoted husband. 

In his words, she was a ‘‘priceless treasure, 
a multifaceted woman of great insight and wis-
dom, of quiet humor and common sense.’’ 

What a wonderful tribute to a wonderful 
woman. 

On the sad occasion of her passing, Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing heartfelt condolences to Senator 
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