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Whereas the total damage is estimated at 

$9,400,000,000, making Hurricane Rita the 
ninth-costliest storm in the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas the human suffering continues for 
thousands of people who have lost loved 
ones, homes, and livelihoods; 

Whereas immediate humanitarian aid is 
still critically needed in many of the areas 
affected by Hurricane Rita; 

Whereas Federal, State, and local first re-
sponders, the National Guard, and many or-
dinary citizens have risked their lives to 
save others; 

Whereas the American Red Cross, the Sal-
vation Army, local religious organizations, 
and other volunteer organizations and char-
ities continue to supply victims with neces-
sities; 

Whereas the State of Texas and numerous 
other States have welcomed thousands of 
victims from Louisiana and continue to pro-
vide them with aid and comfort; and 

Whereas thousands of volunteers and gov-
ernment employees from across the Nation 
have committed time and resources to help 
with recovery efforts: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses the condolences of the Nation 

to the victims of Hurricane Rita; 
(2) recognizes the 6-month anniversary of 

the disaster; 
(3) commends the resiliency and courage of 

the people of the States of Louisiana and 
Texas; and 

(4) commits to providing the necessary re-
sources and to standing by the people of the 
States of Louisiana and Texas in the relief, 
recovery, and rebuilding efforts in the areas 
impacted by Hurricane Rita. 

f 

HONORING THE NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION OF STATE VETERANS 
HOMES 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 417, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 417) honoring the Na-

tional Association of State Veterans Homes 
and the 119 State veterans homes providing 
long-term care to veterans. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
am pleased that the Senate is consid-
ering this Senate resolution, which I 
submitted with Senator DOLE and 23 
additional co-sponsors. 

This resolution honors the National 
Association of State Veterans Homes, 
NASVH, and its 119 State homes for 
their support in caring for our Nation’s 
military veterans. The State veterans’ 
home program has been a successful 
partnership between the Federal Gov-
ernment and the States. It is respon-
sible for the bulk of VA-supported 
long-term care services to veterans and 
their families. 

The NASVH was first established in 
1954 as a volunteer, nonprofit organiza-
tion. Now, 119 State homes provide 
nursing home care, domiciliary care, 

and hospital-type care to over 27,500 
veterans in 47 States and Puerto Rico. 
My State of New Jersey has three Vet-
erans Homes, which serve approxi-
mately 1,000 veterans. 

The NASVH has been vitally impor-
tant in developing new methods for 
caring for elderly veterans, such as 
hospice care, respite care, Alzheimer’s 
care, and adult day health care. 

The State veterans home program 
has been remarkably successful. This 
resolution recognizes the importance of 
this Federal-State partnership and 
honors the dedicated men and women 
of the National Association of State 
Veterans Homes for caring for our Na-
tion’s aging and disabled military he-
roes. 

I served in the Army Signal Corps 
during World War II. Consequently, I 
am well aware of the sacrifices brave 
young men and women make on behalf 
of our country. It’s important that our 
Nation honors its commitment to look 
after our veterans. That’s where orga-
nizations like the NASVH come in and 
do their part. So it’s appropriate to 
honor this group for its commitment to 
serving our veterans. I thank the Sen-
ate for adopting this resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble agreed to, 
the motion to reconsider laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 417) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 417 

Whereas the National Association of State 
Veterans Homes was established in 1954 by a 
group of administrators of State veterans 
homes to represent the interests of those 
homes in a unified voice before Congress and 
the executive branch; 

Whereas the National Association of State 
Veterans Homes functions on an all-volun-
teer basis and focuses on endeavors that im-
prove the conditions of care furnished to vet-
erans by State veterans homes, elevate and 
monitor the qualifications for managers of 
such homes, and provide continuing edu-
cation standards for staff who provide care 
to veterans in such homes; 

Whereas the National Association of State 
Veterans Homes has been and continues to 
be in the forefront of developing and sup-
porting new methods and models for pro-
viding long-term care services to elderly vet-
erans, such as hospice care, respite care, Alz-
heimer’s care, and adult day health care; 

Whereas State veterans homes, which pro-
vide long-term care to thousands of veterans, 
were established initially in the States of 
Connecticut, Kansas, Ohio, and Maine in 1868 
to house, feed, and care for thousands of 
homeless, wounded, and permanently scarred 
Union soldiers and thus have been in exist-
ence since before the establishment of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the earlier 
Veterans’ Administration, and its prede-
cessor agencies; 

Whereas in 1888 Congress authorized the 
Federal payment of a daily allowance for the 
care of each former soldier or sailor in a 
State home-hospital, an allowance that con-
tinues today in the form of a per diem grant 
program administered by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs that is authorized to pro-
vide up to 50 percent of the average daily 
cost of care, but currently provides only ap-
proximately 30 percent; 

Whereas the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs further participates in the care of vet-
erans in State homes with a matching grant 
program to support construction and major 
renovation projects to sustain those homes 
and build towards sufficient levels of avail-
able, high-quality health care; 

Whereas State veterans homes offer long- 
term services to eligible veterans in need of 
such services on certification of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs at 119 facilities in 
47 States and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico; 

Whereas the States determine the alloca-
tion of nursing home beds in individual State 
veterans home facilities, and establish the 
eligibility of veterans and their dependents 
to occupy those beds, following Federal 
guidelines; 

Whereas within the limits of their capac-
ities, State veterans homes provide care for 
more than 27,500 veterans each day, account-
ing for more than 50 percent of the total na-
tional long-term care bed capacity for vet-
erans, thereby sharing the enormous respon-
sibility of caring for veterans with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in an admirable 
partnership; 

Whereas State veterans homes provide 
quality care for elderly and disabled vet-
erans at an average daily cost that is signifi-
cantly less than nursing homes operated by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs; 

Whereas the number of elderly veterans, 
particularly those over age 85, continues to 
rise, and the need for long-term care services 
for those veterans will continue to rise in 
the coming years; and 

Whereas the Nation’s State veterans 
homes continue to achieve their purpose of 
improving and sustaining the health of elder-
ly, sick, and severely disabled veterans by 
assuring access to affordable nursing care in 
settings that provide personal dignity to 
truly deserving veterans, often at the end of 
lives spent in service to the Nation: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the National Association of 

State Veterans Homes and the 119 State vet-
erans homes providing long-term care to vet-
erans that are represented by that associa-
tion for their significant contributions to 
the health care of veterans and to the health 
care system of the Nation; 

(2) commends the thousands of individuals 
who work in, or on behalf of, State veterans 
homes for their contributions in caring for 
elderly and disabled veterans; 

(3) recognizes the importance of the part-
nership between the States and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in providing long- 
term care to veterans; and 

(4) affirms the support of Congress for con-
tinuation of the State homes program to ad-
dress the known and anticipated needs of the 
Nation’s veterans for institutional long-term 
care services. 

f 

WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
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