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New York State Department of Health in 1993, 
and became the East New York Diagnostic 
and Treatment Center, ENYDTC. He was the 
administrator for the Medical Records Depart-
ment at Kings County Hospital and previously 
the acting director of Medical Records at Met-
ropolitan Hospital, both of which arc HHC fa-
cilities. 

Mr. Martin recently served, along with other 
esteemed African-American leaders, as the 
healthcare executive on a regional panel ad-
dressing the current state of the African-Amer-
ican male. He was a delegate for the Health 
and Human Services, HHS-International Con-
ference on Ethnic Health. He has received nu-
merous awards for community service, most 
recent among them the Center for the Women 
of New York’s ‘‘Good Guy’’ Award, 2004, the 
Metropolitan New York Association of Diabe-
tes Educators ‘‘CEO of the Year’’ Award, 
2004, and the NAHSE Award from the Na-
tional Association of Health Service Execu-
tives, an organization of leaders in the 
healthcare field, 2002. Professional member-
ships are sustained with the following organi-
zations: the Health Association of New York 
State, HANYS, East New York-Brownsville 
H.I.V. Steering Committee; New York Associa-
tion of Ambulatory Care; Community Health 
Care Association of New York State, 
CHCANYS; National Association of Public 
Hospitals, NAPH; and the American Hospital 
Association, AHA. 

Mr. Martin holds a master’s degree in health 
service administration and policy from the New 
School for Social Research in New York City. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Antonio D. Martin, as he offers his 
talents for the betterment of our local and 
international communities. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF CESAR E. 
CHAVEZ 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 3, 2006 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. Cesar Estrada Cha-
vez. Seventy-nine years ago one of the great-
est civil rights leaders of our time was born 
near Yuma, Arizona. A man that embodied the 
strength to fight for civil rights, Cesar Chavez 
dedicated his life to the liberty and justice of 
farm workers across America. 

Mr. Chavez dedicated his life to teaching 
others that persistence, hard work, faith, and 
willingness to sacrifice one’s self breaks down 
barriers. He committed himself to achieving 
justice and equality for all farm workers and 
paved the way for momentous social change. 

Mr. Chavez began early in his life dealing 
with injustice and inequality; his family was 
forced off their land and subjected to working 
in fields all over California. He attended 37 
schools, never succeeding past the eighth 
grade. Despite his tribulations, he was able to 
instill his passion for education in the hearts of 
all that he touched. Mr. Chavez taught that the 
love for justice is inherent in each and every 
one of us and that it is the most amazing and 
true part of being human. 

In 1962, Mr. Chavez put his beliefs into ac-
tion and formed what is known today as the 
United Farm Workers. His efforts initiated one 
of the greatest social movements of our time; 
fighting for safe and fair working conditions, 
reasonable wages, decent housing and the 
outlaw of child labor for farm workers every-
where. 

Mr. Chavez embraced nonviolent tactics to 
help focus national attention on the problems 
that existed for farm workers. The non-violent 
tactics Mr. Chavez utilized included fasting, 
marching, rallying, picketing and boycotting. 
The vast attention that was drawn to the plight 
of the farm workers educated America of the 
great pain and exploitation the farm workers 
endured to produce food for millions of Amer-
ican families. 

Mr. Chavez was said to have given his last 
ounce of strength defending the farm workers 
before he died in his sleep on April 23, 1993. 

Cesar E. Chavez is honored throughout 
America for his tireless work to help those that 
could not help themselves. In my hometown of 
Houston, every year we celebrate the life and 
times of Mr. Cesar E. Chavez by holding a 
Hispanic Pride parade. An event sponsored by 
the community and an event to bring us to-
gether and celebrate as one. 

We honor him today in life and in death for 
his leadership, his vision, his bravery, and his 
unselfish commitment to the principles of so-
cial justice and respect for human dignity. He 
will forever live on as an inspiration to those 
of us who seek to create a better world, and 
his legacy is one which serves to remind us 
that ‘‘Together all things are possible.’’ Si se 
puede! 
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A TRIBUTE TO KATHIE T. RONES, 
M.D., M.P.H., FACP 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of a Brooklynite and distinguished 
physician, Dr. Kathie T. Rones. It is an honor 
to represent Dr. Rones in the House of Rep-
resentatives and it behooves us to pay tribute 
to such an outstanding leader. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Rones is currently the 
Medical Director at Kings County Hospital 
Center a position she has held since 1996. Dr. 
Rones manages a staff of over a thousand 
doctors and hundreds of residents. As the 
busiest trauma in the State of New York, 
King’s County has a minimum of 120,000 
emergency room visits a year. 

Dr. Rones is a Senior Clinical Associate 
Dean and Assistant Professor of Medicine at 
SUNY Downstate. Prior to her appointment as 
Medical Director, Dr. Rones served as Chief of 
Ambulatory Care Services and Director of the 
Medical Clinic at King’s County and more re-
cently as the Medical Director of Bronx Leb-
anon Hospital Center-Ambulatory Care Net-
work. Dr. Rones went to Medical School at 
Brown University and earned her M.D. in 
1980. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the achievements 

and selfless service of Dr. Rones as she con-
tinues to offer her selfless health services for 
the betterment of the community. 

Mr. Speaker, may our country continue to 
benefit from the actions of altruistic community 
leaders such as Dr. Kathie T. Rones. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE TRUEMAN 
KIRK PEEK 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 3, 2006 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the life 
and memory of Trueman Kirk Peek. 

Every once in a while, a person comes 
along who has the capacity to positively influ-
ence people, the community, and life in gen-
eral. Kirk Peek was just such a man. It sad-
dens me to say that, tragically, he perished in 
a plane crash on January 17, 2006. 

Kirk was born on August 14, 1938 in 
Unionville, Missouri. Very patriotic and dedi-
cated to our country, he joined the Marines in 
1956. He was an avid outdoorsman and after 
his discharge, Kirk settled in Lone Pine, CA. A 
41-year resident, he was the community’s be-
loved barber and his shop was considered the 
unofficial center of town. People went to Kirk’s 
barbershop for a friendly chat, to find shelter 
from inclement weather, shoot pool, or to pick 
up dry cleaning. Kirk was not always there, 
but the door was never locked. His shop was 
also a sort of self-help bank as well because 
frequently the cash register wasn’t locked ei-
ther. As Lone Pine’s informal ambassador, 
Kirk welcomed tourists and his barbershop felt 
like a second home for many people. 

Kirk was involved in several organizations 
over the years including the Lions Club, Mt. 
Whitney Golf Club, Little League, the volunteer 
fire department, Lone Pine Chamber of Com-
merce, Inyo Associates, and the Lone Pine 
Booster Club. Appointed to the Inyo County 
Board of Education in 1998, Kirk felt it was an 
honor to serve and he continually provided as-
tute insights, wise counsel, and humble lead-
ership. 

An accomplished pilot, Kirk flew almost ev-
erywhere. He loved to fly and said it gave him 
a sense of spirituality and a sense of awe. He 
felt at home in the air and he would always 
make sure his plane was available for a friend 
in need. 

Although Kirk will be remembered as a gre-
garious, honest, and caring man who was 
generous with his time and talents in order to 
help others, Kirk’s lasting legacy rests in his 
family. He was a dedicated husband to his 
wife, Judy, and a loving father to daughter, 
Beth, as well as a devoted grandfather to Sara 
and Daniel Blodgett. Sadly, Kirk’s son, Phillip 
Shawn Peek, passed away in 1991. 

When Oscar Wilde said, ‘‘Some people 
cause happiness wherever they go,’’ he could 
have been talking about Trueman Kirk Peek. 
With his contagious sense of fun and enthusi-
astic love of life, Kirk always brought out the 
best in people. He had a genuine affection for 
others and made friends wherever he went. 
And those friends deeply miss Kirk and mourn 
his passing. 
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