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One of the law and order legs of this 

stool is the fact that we will have 
much more strengthened border secu-
rity if we are able to get this immigra-
tion reform package through the Sen-
ate. 

The second aspect of this legislation, 
which I think stands tall for law and 
order, is the enforcement of our immi-
gration laws. For far too long we have 
turned and looked the other way when 
our immigration laws have been bro-
ken. 

This immigration bill produced by 
the Judiciary Committee will have us 
look in the right direction. It will have 
us stand tall and say: We are going to 
enforce our immigration laws. 

It adds 5,000 new investigators within 
the interior of this country to make 
sure we are enforcing those immigra-
tion laws. That more than doubles the 
capacity of our interior enforcement 
with respect to immigration. 

It establishes 20 new detention facili-
ties so we can process those who are 
caught here illegally for violation of 
our immigration laws. 

It reimburses the States that now 
have the responsibility, in many cases, 
of apprehending and detaining aliens. 
This legislation will provide assistance 
to the States for that detention. 

It requires a faster deportation proc-
ess so that once there is someone who 
is caught illegally, they are subject to 
deportation in a prompt process. 

It creates additional criminal pen-
alties for gang members, for money 
laundering, and for those who are in-
volved in human trafficking. We go 
after that lawlessness which has been 
created by the broken borders we have 
today. 

It increases document fraud deten-
tion and, as the President said, for peo-
ple who are here under the guest work-
er program, they will have a 
tamperproof card so we can make sure 
the fraudulent business that has been 
created is something we stop. 

It expands authority to remove sus-
pected terrorists from the United 
States. 

And it is strong in pushing for the 
employer sanctions which are now part 
of the law and adds some additional 
employer sanctions. 

It is a tough immigration law en-
forcement bill that addresses the issues 
within our interior. 

The third point I want to make with 
respect to this bill, which is a law and 
order bill, has to do with the fact that 
we penalize those who have broken the 
law. Some people have decided they 
want to call this legislation amnesty 
legislation. There is nothing that could 
be further from the truth. It is a false-
hood to say this legislation provides 
amnesty. 

For those who have broken the law, 
we require them to pay a penalty. It is 
a substantial monetary fine. We in 
America who have worked in law en-

forcement know that many Americans, 
when they break the law, have to pay 
some kind of civil penalty. Here the 
penalty that is proposed for those ille-
gally here today is $1,000. In addition 
to paying the penalty, we require these 
people to register with the Govern-
ment. As American citizens, none of us 
are required to register with the Gov-
ernment. We, in this bill, however, re-
quire the undocumented people who are 
in this country to register with the 
U.S. Government. So we have penalties 
and we have registration. 

There is a whole host of other items 
included in this part of the legislation 
that address the 11 million undocu-
mented workers in this country, in-
cluding the requirement that they ob-
tain a temporary work visa, that they 
provide an additional $1,000 penalty, 
that they pass a background check and 
remain crime free while in the United 
States, that they pay all back taxes, 
that they learn English, that they 
learn American history and Govern-
ment, that they pass a medical exam, 
and that they prove they are continu-
ously employed with a temporary guest 
visa. 

When we look at all these require-
ments, what we are doing is creating a 
system where for an 11-year-period 
these people are going to be punished 
and they are going to go through what 
I call a purgatory of time. It is an 11- 
year waiting period before they are eli-
gible to obtain citizenship. 

So this legislation ought to be cor-
rectly characterized as legislation that 
stands up for law and order, that ad-
dresses our broken borders and the law-
lessness that comes from those broken 
borders. 

I wish to briefly also address the 
tenor of the debate in the United 
States of America with respect to this 
issue of immigration reform, which we 
are debating in Washington, DC, and 
across our great Nation. 

I think President Bush had it right 
when he talked about this issue a few 
days ago. He said: 

When we conduct this debate, it must be 
done in a civil way. It must be done in a way 
that brings dignity to the process. It must be 
done in a way that doesn’t pit one group of 
people against another. It must be done in a 
way that recognizes our history. 

That is what President Bush said 
about the kind of debate we ought to 
be having in America today on immi-
gration. 

Yet the reality is that the kind of de-
bate that is going on in some places in 
America is a debate that is very vitri-
olic and is very poisonous. It serves to 
divide our country as opposed to unit-
ing our country. 

I myself have been the subject of 
many of these attacks by telephone 
and e-mails as well, I am sure, as many 
of my colleagues who are working in 
the Senate today. Some of those at-
tacks that have been launched against 

me have said I should simply go back 
to Mexico because I am a ‘‘spic.’’ I re-
sent that because my family founded a 
great part of this country, including 
the city of Santa Fe, NM, some 400 
years ago. My family has supported 
this country through war and depres-
sion and a whole host of different ways. 

Like all Americans, I believe we are 
equal and that we should be cele-
brating the diversity that makes us a 
strong country. So the kind of com-
ments and the kind of poison that 
sometimes comes from these comments 
we are getting from around the coun-
try, including my own State of Colo-
rado, is not helpful for us as we move 
forward to create comprehensive immi-
gration reform. 

I have received other kinds of com-
ments such as from someone calling 
from my State: 

I am not a racist against Mexicans. I want 
all minorities kicked out. 

Another one: 
Put all the illegal aliens on trains and de-

port them out of the country. They come in 
vans. Railcars would be a step up. 

Those are just a few samples of the 
thousands of negative messages I have 
received in my office as we have en-
gaged in this debate. 

I go back to the President’s state-
ment that as we move forward in this 
debate on this Senate floor and in this 
country, we should appeal to the better 
angels of people to ensure we can have 
a civil debate about a very important 
issue, that goes to the heart of Amer-
ica’s national security, that addresses 
the economic realities that are ad-
dressed in the package that came out 
of the Judiciary Committee, and that 
also addresses the humanity involved 
in the immigration chaos in which we 
find ourselves. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 12:30 
p.m. having arrived, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:28 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. VOINOVICH). 

f 

SECURING AMERICA’S BORDERS 
ACT—Continued 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 
been advised that amendments are not 
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