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Mr. President, Kathleen’s char-

acteristic perseverance stands as an in-
spiration and challenge to us all. She 
lived an American life, one of service 
and struggle, and throughout it all she 
was guided by an unshakable commit-
ment to her family, her job, and her 
colleagues. We are thankful for her 
time with us, we are better for her 
time here, and I join every Massachu-
setts State trooper in serving witness 
to the loss of an exemplary law en-
forcement officer.∑ 
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HONORING THE COLORADO 
UNIVERSITY SKI TEAM 

∑ Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize the University of 
Colorado—CU—ski team for claiming 
their 17th national ski championship 
title at the 53rd Annual NCAA Cham-
pionship. I am also extremely proud 
that the CU ski team has been invited 
to participate in the National Student- 
Athlete Day activities at the White 
House on April 6. This is an incredible 
honor for these young athletes, their 
coaches, their parents, and the Univer-
sity of Colorado. 

The CU ski team overcame insur-
mountable odds to claim their 17th na-
tional ski championship. This year’s 
ski team was the first team in U.S. his-
tory to win the national title without a 
full 12-skier team. This year’s team 
broke and set the largest comeback 
record in NCAA ski team history—win-
ning the title after being ranked sixth 
following the first full day of competi-
tion. Battling injury, illness, and an 
underdog status, the CU ski team went 
on to claim a national victory with a 
98-point lead—the fourth largest mar-
gin of victory in NCAA ski team his-
tory. CU team skiers also claimed four 
individual titles and eight All-Amer-
ican honors. These team members de-
serve national recognition for their 
focus, determination, and spirit. 

It is this team’s spirit, leadership, 
and record of achievement that will be 
honored by President Bush on National 
Student-Athlete Day, this April 6th. 
The CU ski team is being honored for 
their excellence in academics and ath-
letics as well as for their contributions 
to their community. National Student- 
Athlete Day also represents an oppor-
tunity to recognize the parents, teach-
ers, and coaches who have helped mold 
and challenge these outstanding stu-
dent-athletes. This honor is representa-
tive of the University of Colorado 
under the outstanding leadership and 
commitment of University president 
Hank Brown, CU athletic director Mike 
Bohn, and Colorado ski team head 
coach Richard Rokos. Due to the tal-
ent, dedication, and leadership of the 
CU athletes, coaches, and university 
leadership, the University of Colorado 
is back on top of the collegiate skiing 
world. 

Congratulations to the University of 
Colorado, the ski team, the coaches, 

and the community that has supported 
this team throughout this winning, 
landmark season. 

On behalf of the State of Colorado, I 
am proud to honor and commemorate 
the University of Colorado’s ski team 
and request that my colleagues join me 
in paying tribute to the University of 
Colorado and these outstanding young 
men and women.∑ 
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LADY BULLDOGS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
rise to honor the women’s gymnastics 
team from Madison Central High 
School. In February, the Lady Bulldog 
gymnasts won their 12th straight 
South Dakota State championship. 

The Lady Bulldogs already held the 
record for consecutive South Dakota 
Prep Team Titles in any sport with 
their win last year. The Madison gym-
nastics program is currently in second 
place nationally for most consecutive 
victories and is now just one win shy of 
the national record. The Lady Bulldogs 
is the only team in the top 10 nation-
ally that have an active winning 
streak. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to recognize the hard work and dedica-
tion of so many in the Madison Central 
School District: Coach Maridee 
Dossett; Athletic Director Bud Postma; 
Principal Sharon Knowlton; and Super-
intendent Dr. Frank Palleria. The ef-
forts put forth by these individuals 
have made it possible for the students 
to participate and perform at the high-
est level. I would also like to commend 
the gymnasts’ parents for all the sup-
port and time they have put into the 
program. 

Most of all I would like to congratu-
late the women who won this years 
State Championship and the women 
who have been a part of this impressive 
program. You have created an atmos-
phere that is conducive to success and 
made the most of your opportunity. 
Again, congratulations and the best of 
luck as you look toward next season.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT CLEVERLY 

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor and recognize a man 
who has dedicated his life to education, 
Mr. Robert Cleverly. Bob was respon-
sible for establishing the Close-up 
Foundation program at Ennis High 
School and has been involved in the 
program for over 20 years. During those 
years he has also been instrumental in 
establishing the Close-up program in 
numerous Montana schools. Bob was 
chosen by the Close-up Foundation in 
1996 and 1997 and awarded the Linda 
Myers Chozen Award for Teaching Ex-
cellence in Civic Education. This award 
honors teachers and administrators 
who have demonstrated outstanding 
leadership, innovation, and commit-
ment to the foundation’s citizenship 

mission. In addition to his Close-up ad-
vocacy, Bob was a history teacher at 
Ennis High School for 38 years and is 
credited with organizing the first aid 
and CPR program. Bob was active in 
the school’s extra curricular activities 
as a very successful football coach, 
taking several teams to statewide level 
competition and winning two State 
championships. As a result of his 
coaching abilities and team organiza-
tion skills, Bob was inducted into the 
Montana Coaches Hall of Fame. 

Education is crucial to the future of 
America, and it is teachers like Bob 
who make education their priority, de-
voting their life to the future of our 
youth. Bob has been taking students to 
Washington, DC, for over 20 years with 
the Close-up program, giving students 
of Montana a firsthand view on how 
our Federal Government works, while 
experiencing the history our Nation’s 
Capital has to offer. At great loss to 
Montana’s high school students, this 
will be Bob’s last year in the Close-up 
program, but thanks to his hard work, 
many Montana students for years to 
come will be able to explore our Na-
tion’s Capital through the Close-up 
program. I personally thank Bob and 
acknowledge his dedication, for he has 
gone above and beyond his civic duty. 

We are proud as well as fortunate to 
have educators like Bob Cleverly in 
Montana, who are willing to dedicate 
their lives to educate and prepare our 
children for the future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES C. BARBIERI 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I 
mark the passing of a great Hoosier 
newspaperman and civic leader, James 
C. Barbieri. 

My condolences go out to his wife 
Barbara, his son Chuck, his daughter 
Cindi, and his four grandchildren and 
one great grandchild. They shared this 
remarkable man with the wonderful 
community of Bluffton, IN, which also 
mourns his passing. 

Beginning in 1950, Jim Barbieri 
worked almost every job conceivable at 
the Bluffton, IN, News-Banner. He was 
a reporter, advertising salesman, and 
circulation director. He became gen-
eral manager of the venerable Wells 
County publication in 1975 and then co-
owner, president, and publisher in 1986. 

It was not unusual that on any given 
day he might write every page-1 story, 
the editorial, and if someone called in 
sick, he would pick up a delivery route, 
too. He was always available because 
he only missed 1 day of work over a 50- 
year stretch. 

Born and raised in Park Ridge, IL, he 
attended DePauw University in Indiana 
where he was editor of the student 
newspaper. After serving his country in 
the Army during the Korean War, Jim 
worked briefly at The Chicago Amer-
ican before coming to Bluffton. 
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