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basis of a new U.S. model BIT text, 
which was completed in 2004. The new 
model text draws on long-standing U.S. 
BIT principles, our experience with 
Chapter 11 of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and the ex-
ecutive branch’s collaboration with the 
Congress in developing negotiating ob-
jectives on foreign investment for U.S. 
free trade agreements. The Treaty will 
establish investment protections that 
will create more favorable conditions 
for U.S. investment in Uruguay and as-
sist Uruguay in its efforts to further 
develop its economy. 

The Treaty is fully consistent with 
U.S. policy towards international and 
domestic investment. A specific tenet 
of U.S. investment policy, reflected in 
this Treaty, is that U.S. investment 
abroad and foreign investment in the 
United States should receive national 
treatment and most-favored-nation 
treatment. Under this Treaty, the Par-
ties also agree to customary inter-
national law standards for expropria-
tion and for the minimum standard of 
treatment. The Treaty includes de-
tailed provisions regarding the com-
putation and payment of prompt, ade-
quate, and effective compensation for 
expropriation; free transfer of funds re-
lated to investment; freedom of invest-
ment from specified performance re-
quirements; and the opportunity of in-
vestors to choose to resolve disputes 
with a host government through inter-
national arbitration. The Treaty also 
includes extensive transparency obliga-
tions with respect to national laws and 
regulations, and commitments to 
transparency and public participation 
in dispute settlement. The Parties also 
recognize that it is inappropriate to en-
courage investment by weakening or 
reducing the protections afforded in do-
mestic environmental and labor laws. 

I recommend that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to 
the Treaty and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 4, 2006. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:00 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 609. An act to amend and extend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 803(a) of the Con-
gressional Recognition for Excellence 
in Arts Education Act (2 U.S.C. 803(a)), 
and the order of the House of December 
18, 2005, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing member of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Congressional 
Award Board: Mr. CHOCOLA of Indiana. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 2103(b), the order 

of the House of December 18, 2005, and 
upon the recommendation of the Mi-
nority Leader, the Speaker reappoints 
the following member on the part of 
the House of Representatives to the 
Board of Trustees of the American 
Folklife Center in the Library of Con-
gress for a term of 6 years, effective 
April 1, 2006: Mr. William L. Kinney of 
South Carolina. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 609. An act to amend and extend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following bill was discharged 
from the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs by unanimous 
consent, and ordered placed on the cal-
endar: 

S. 598. A bill to reauthorize provisions in 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996 relating to 
Native Hawaiian low-income housing and 
Federal loan guarantees for Native Hawaiian 
housing. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–287. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the General Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania relative to the reduc-
tion in troop strength of the Army National 
Guard and proposed cuts in the force struc-
ture of the Air National Guard; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 229 

Whereas, on January 18, 2006, the Secretary 
of the Army announced a plan to eliminate 6 
combat brigades from the Army National 
Guard nationwide and to reduce the author-
ized troop strength of the Army National 
Guard from 350,000 to 333,000; and 

Whereas, substantial cuts in the force 
structure of the Air National Guard may be 
proposed as part of the Federal budget and 
Quadrennial Defense Review processes; and 

Whereas, our nation and the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania rely on the National 
Guard like never before to fight the global 
war on terrorism and to respond to domestic 
emergencies; and 

Whereas, the National Guard offers tre-
mendous capabilities as an essential part of 
our nation’s total force for national defense 
while at the same time being available to 
the Governor to respond to emergencies in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, the National Guard costs less 
than 5 percent of our nation’s defense budget 
but provides the only military force shared 
by the Federal Government and the states; 
and 

Whereas, the proposed elimination of com-
bat brigades from the Army National Guard 
represents a shortsighted and ill-advised ap-
proach that will adversely affect national de-

fense, homeland security and the ability to 
respond to state emergencies; and 

Whereas, the 3 combat brigades of Penn-
sylvania’s 28th Keystone Division have 
served with distinction at home and abroad 
since the September 11, 2001, attacks on the 
United States; and 

Whereas, the Army has recognized the ca-
pabilities of the Pennsylvania Army Na-
tional Guard by designating the 56th Brigade 
as the first and only Army National Guard 
Stryker Brigade Combat team in the nation; 
and 

Whereas, major elements of Pennsylvania’s 
2nd Brigade Combat Team are currently de-
ployed to one of the most dangerous areas of 
Iraq, the 55th Brigade deployed to Europe in 
Operation Keystone after the 9/11 attacks, 
and elements of the 56th Brigade deployed to 
Kosovo; and 

Whereas, in response to Hurricane Katrina, 
virtually the entire 56th Brigade and other 
elements of the Pennsylvania Army and Air 
National Guard deployed to the Louisiana 
Gulf Coast region on short notice and pro-
vided vital emergency support; and 

Whereas, the 3 combat brigades of the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard are 
aligned to provide emergency response to the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agen-
cy’s 3 regions; and 

Whereas, more than 4,000 airmen of the 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard have per-
formed close to 8,000 individual deployment 
events since 9/11, including initial war fight-
ing support to Operation Enduring Freedom 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom while sup-
porting Operation Noble Eagle protecting 
our sovereign airspace at home; and 

Whereas, major changes to the branch, or-
ganization or allotment of National Guard 
units require the approval of the Governor as 
commander-in-chief; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania memorialize the 
President and Congress of the United States 
to maintain the combat capabilities and 
force structure of the National Guard; and be 
if further 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the Sec-
retary of Defense to reconsider and withdraw 
the proposed elimination of 6 combat bri-
gades from the Army National Guard; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, to the presiding officers of each 
house of Congress and to each member of 
Congress from Pennsylvania. 

POM–288. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of New 
Jersey relative to enacting the ‘‘School En-
ergy Crisis Relief Act’’; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 13 
Whereas, the ‘‘School Energy Crisis Relief 

Act,’’ established in S.1997 and H.R. 4158, au-
thorizes the U.S. Secretary of Energy to cre-
ate a federal program of energy assistance 
grants to public school districts; and 

Whereas, the ‘‘School Energy Crisis Relief 
Act’’ is designed to award school energy 
grants to the school districts that have expe-
rienced the highest percentage’ increase or 
expenditure increase in transportation and 
heating fuel costs among all school districts 
in each state for a specific time period dur-
ing the 2005–2006 school year, in comparison 
to the same time period during the 2004–2005 
school year; and 

Whereas, many public agencies across the 
country are struggling to cope with a dra-
matic, unexpected surge in their energy 
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