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health conditions are completely pre-
ventable or can be delayed for many, 
many years. The American Public 
Health Association and countless other 
expert organizations have told us, and 
shown us, that if we make a real com-
mitment to and investment in building 
healthy communities, we can substan-
tially improve the health of our chil-
dren and adults. Today I am intro-
ducing the Healthy Places Act of 2006, 
which will do just that. 

The Healthy Places Act of 2006 fo-
cuses on the built environment, which 
includes our homes, schools, work-
places, parks and recreation areas, 
business areas, and transportation sys-
tems. Where we work, live, and play 
has tremendous implications for our 
health, and improvements to these en-
vironments will lead to: greater oppor-
tunities for physical activity and a re-
duction in injuries because of safe side-
walks, biking paths, and parks; less re-
liance on personal automobiles which 
reduces toxic emissions; better access 
to fresh fruits and vegetables which 
leads to healthier nutrition; and the 
planning and building of ‘‘green’’ 
homes and buildings which decreases 
energy consumption. 

Like many other States, Illinois has 
already begun to take steps to improve 
the environment. City leaders in Chi-
cago have recognized that many low- 
income families have no access to fresh 
foods and medicine because there are 
no grocery stores and pharmacies in 
their neighborhoods. Retail Chicago, 
an initiative of the city’s Department 
of Planning and Development, is now 
using redevelopment funds to entice 
local developers to bring grocery stores 
and pharmacies into these neighbor-
hoods. 

The Lieutenant Governor’s initiative 
‘‘Six Weeks to a Greener Illinois’’ is 
another fine example. Now in its 4th 
week, this effort has encouraged Illi-
noisans to participate in making the 
State a healthier place to live, and re-
warded those communities that are al-
ready taking steps to do so. 

The Healthy Places Act of 2006 would 
expand these and other efforts to im-
prove the planning and design of com-
munities that can promote healthier 
living. It establishes and supports 
health impact assessment programs, 
which would assist States and local 
communities in examining potential 
health effects of major health policy or 
programmatic changes. The newly cre-
ated Interagency Working Group on 
Environmental Health would facilitate 
communication and collaboration on 
projects among the agencies in order to 
better address environmental health 
issues. In addition, the bill creates a 
grant program to address environ-
mental health hazards, particularly 
those that contribute to health dispari-
ties. Finally, the Healthy Places Act 
provides additional support for re-
search on the relationship between the 

built environment and the health sta-
tus of residents as recommended by 
two Institute of Medicine’s reports: 
‘‘Does the Built Environment Influence 
Physical Activity?’’ and ‘‘Rebuilding 
the Unity of Health and the Environ-
ment: A New Vision of Environmental 
Health for the 21st Century’’. 

As the health of our children con-
tinues to decline, and our health ex-
penditures continue to soar, it is im-
perative that the Congress take action, 
and focusing on building healthier 
communities is a necessary step in this 
regard. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me and support passage 
of this bill. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 421—CALL-
ING ON THE GOVERNMENT OF 
AFGHANISTAN TO UPHOLD 
FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND 
URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES TO PRO-
MOTE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN 
AFGHANISTAN 
Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. BIDEN, 

Mr. LEAHY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, 
Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
HARKIN, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. 
INHOFE, and Mr. COLEMAN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 421 

Whereas under the Taliban Government of 
Afghanistan, individuals convicted of pro-
moting faiths other than Islam, or express-
ing interpretations of Islam differing from 
the prevailing orthodoxy, could be impris-
oned and those converting from Islam could 
be tortured and publicly executed; 

Whereas the United States has more than 
22,000 members of the Armed Forces sta-
tioned in Afghanistan and whereas 282 mem-
bers of the Armed Forces have given their 
lives in Afghanistan since Operation Endur-
ing Freedom began in that country; 

Whereas Abdul Rahman, a citizen of Af-
ghanistan, was arrested and accused of apos-
tasy for converting to Christianity 16 years 
ago and threatened with execution; 

Whereas the prosecutor in this case, Abdul 
Wasi, stated in court that Abdul Rahman ‘‘is 
known as a microbe in society, and he should 
be cut off and removed from the rest of Mus-
lim society and should be killed.’’; 

Whereas, while it was a welcome develop-
ment that charges against Abdul Rahman 
were dropped, he was forced to seek asylum 
in Italy; 

Whereas, despite his release, religious free-
dom and those who would practice it in Af-
ghanistan remain in jeopardy; 

Whereas religious freedom is a funda-
mental principle of democracy; 

Whereas the Constitution of Afghanistan 
does not fully guarantee freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion, or belief; 

Whereas, on several occasions throughout 
Afghanistan’s constitution drafting process, 
the United States Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom raised concerns 
that the constitution’s ambiguity on issues 
of conversion and religious expression could 
lead to unjust criminal accusations against 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike; 

Whereas charges of blasphemy since 2002 
have justified those concerns; 

Whereas the International Religious Free-
dom Report 2005 published by the Depart-
ment of State does not list Afghanistan 
among those countries cited for ‘‘State Hos-
tility Toward Minority or Nonapproved Reli-
gions’’, ‘‘State Neglect of Societal Discrimi-
nation or Abuses Against Religious Groups’’, 
or ‘‘Discriminatory Legislation or Policies 
Prejudicial to Certain Religions’’ and notes 
that ‘‘[t]he new Constitution provides for 
freedom of religion, and the Government 
generally respected this right in practice’’; 

Whereas the International Religious Free-
dom Report 2005 states that conversion from 
Islam is ‘‘in theory – punishable by death’’ in 
Afghanistan; 

Whereas the case of Abdul Rahman, other 
instances of religious persecution or dis-
crimination against minorities, and ambigu-
ities within the Constitution of Afghanistan 
appear to warrant closer scrutiny in the 
International Religious Freedom Report 
2006; and 

Whereas Afghanistan is a party to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, which reads in part, ‘‘Everyone 
shall have the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. This right shall in-
clude freedom to have or to adopt a religion 
or belief of his choice, and freedom, either 
individually or in community with others 
and in public or private, to manifest his reli-
gion or belief in worship, observance, prac-
tice and teaching.’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) recognizes freedom of religion as a cen-

tral tenet of democracy; 
(B) respects the right of the people of Af-

ghanistan to self-government, while strongly 
urging the Government of Afghanistan to re-
spect all universally recognized human 
rights; 

(C) condemns the arrest of Abdul Rahman 
and other instances of religious persecution 
in Afghanistan; 

(D) commends the dropping of charges 
against Abdul Rahman; and 

(E) strongly urges the Government of Af-
ghanistan to consider the importance of reli-
gious freedom for the broader relationship 
between the United States and Afghanistan; 
and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that the 
President and the President’s representa-
tives should— 

(A) in both public and private fora, raise 
concerns at the highest levels with the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan regarding the viola-
tions of internationally recognized human 
rights, including the right to freedom of reli-
gion or belief, in Afghanistan; and 

(B) ensure that the International Religious 
Freedom Report 2006 for Afghanistan fully 
addresses the issue of religious persecution 
in that country, including the arrest of 
Abdul Rahman. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 422—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 21, 2006, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL AND GLOBAL YOUTH 
SERVICE DAY’’, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 
Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 

AKAKA, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. 
BAYH, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. 
BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CLINTON, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. DODD, 
Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, 
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