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embark on a lifelong path of service 
and civic engagement in more than 100 
countries around the world. 

In Alaska, the following groups will 
engage youth in community service ac-
tivities in observance of National and 
Global Youth Service Day: 

One, Anchorage’s Promise, which works to 
mobilize all sectors of the community to 
build the character and competence of An-
chorage’s children and youth by fulfilling 
Five Promises: Caring Adults, Safe Places, 
Healthy Start, Equitable Education for Mar-
ketable Skills, and Opportunities to Serve, is 
sponsoring the annual Kids’ Day event. Over 
20 interactive exhibits will be staffed by 
youth, including booths where young people 
can see how easily an egg cracks without 
wearing a seatbelt, discover why bike hel-
mets are important, and see just how clean 
their hands really are. 

Two, eighth graders from the Neon Team 
at Goldenview Middle School in Anchorage 
are creating colorful cards with spring- 
themed haiku poems. At least 120 students 
will donate cards to social service agencies, 
hospitals, and community support organiza-
tions throughout Anchorage. The purpose of 
this project is to spread Springtime cheer to 
those in the Anchorage community who may 
not otherwise experience a joyful Spring. 

Three, members of Alaska Youth for Envi-
ronmental Action, a statewide youth organi-
zation associated with the National Wildlife 
Federation, are developing a project to in-
form and involve youth in the use of energy 
efficient light bulbs. Young people through-
out the State will petition their local com-
munities for support and will encourage the 
use of energy efficient light bulbs. 

Many similar and wonderful activi-
ties will be taking place all across the 
Nation. 

I thank my colleagues—Senators 
AKAKA, ALLEN, BAUCUS, BAYH, BOXER, 
BUNNING, BURR, CANTWELL, CLINTON, 
COCHRAN, COLEMAN, COLLINS, CORNYN, 
CRAIG, DODD, DOLE, DOMENICI, DORGAN, 
DURBIN, FEINGOLD, FEINSTEIN, HAGEL, 
ISAKSON, JOHNSON, KENNEDY, KERRY, 
LANDRIEU, LAUTENBERG, LEVIN, LIEBER-
MAN, LOTT, MARTINEZ, MENENDEZ, MI-
KULSKI, MURRAY, NELSON of Florida, 
NELSON of Nebraska, SALAZAR, 
SANTORUM, SNOWE, SPECTER, STABE-
NOW, and STEVENS—for standing with 
me as original cosponsors of this 
worthwhile legislation, which will en-
sure that youth across the country and 
the world know that all of their hard 
work is greatly appreciated. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 422) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 422 

Whereas National and Global Youth Serv-
ice Day is an annual public awareness and 
education campaign that highlights the val-
uable contributions that young people make 
to their communities throughout the year; 

Whereas the goals of National and Global 
Youth Service Day are to— 

(1) mobilize the youth of the United States 
to identify and address the needs of their 
communities through service and service- 
learning; 

(2) encourage young citizens to embark on 
a lifelong path of service and civic engage-
ment; and 

(3) educate the public, the media, and pol-
icymakers about contributions made by 
young people as community leaders through-
out the year; 

Whereas National and Global Youth Serv-
ice Day, a program of Youth Service Amer-
ica, is the largest service event in the world 
and is being observed for the 18th consecu-
tive year in 2006; 

Whereas young people in the United States 
and in many other countries are volun-
teering more than any other generation in 
history; 

Whereas the children and youth of the 
United States not only represent the future 
of the Nation, but also are leaders and assets 
today; 

Whereas the children and youth of the 
United States should be valued for the ideal-
ism, energy, creativity, and unique perspec-
tive that they use when addressing chal-
lenges found in their communities; 

Whereas a fundamental and conclusive cor-
relation exists between youth service, life-
long adult volunteering, and philanthropy; 

Whereas through community service, 
young people of all ages and backgrounds 
build character and learn valuable skills 
sought by employers, including time man-
agement, decision-making, teamwork, needs- 
assessment, and leadership; 

Whereas service-learning, an innovative 
teaching method that combines community 
service with curriculum-based learning, in-
creases student achievement while strength-
ening civic responsibility; 

Whereas several private foundations and 
corporations in the United States support 
service-learning because they understand 
that educated, civically-engaged commu-
nities tend to be economically prosperous 
and good places to do business; 

Whereas sustained investments by the Fed-
eral Government, business partners, schools, 
and communities fuel the positive, long-term 
cultural change that will make service and 
service-learning a common expectation and a 
common experience for all young people; 

Whereas National and Global Youth Serv-
ice Day, with the support of 51 lead agencies, 
hundreds of grant winners, and thousands of 
local partners, engages millions of young 
people worldwide; 

Whereas National and Global Youth Serv-
ice Day will involve 38 international organi-
zations and 110 national partners, including 8 
Federal agencies and 6 organizations that 
offer grants to support National and Global 
Youth Service Day; 

Whereas National Youth Service Day has 
inspired Global Youth Service Day, which 
occurs concurrently in more than 100 coun-
tries and is now in its 7th year; and 

Whereas both young people and their com-
munities will benefit greatly from expanded 
opportunities to engage the youth of the 
United States in meaningful volunteer serv-
ice and service-learning: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and commends the signifi-

cant contributions of United States youth 
and encourages the cultivation of a common 
civic bond between young people dedicated 
to serving their neighbors, their commu-
nities, and the Nation; 

(2) designates April 21, 2006, as ‘‘National 
and Global Youth Service Day’’; and 

(3) calls on the citizens of the United 
States to— 

(A) observe the day by encouraging and en-
gaging youth to participate in civic and com-
munity service projects; 

(B) recognize the volunteer efforts of the 
young people of the United States through-
out the year; and 

(C) support the volunteer efforts of young 
people and engage them in meaningful deci-
sion-making opportunities today as an in-
vestment for the future of the United States. 

f 

NATIONAL CUSHING’S SYNDROME 
AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to consideration of S. Res. 
423, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 423) designating April 

8, 2006 as National Cushing’s Syndrome 
Awareness Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise 
today along with my colleague, TOM 
COBURN, to proudly support a resolu-
tion designating April 8, 2006, as Na-
tional Cushing’s Syndrome Awareness 
Day. I have long been dedicated to 
quality health care and therefore seek 
to raise awareness of this debilitating 
disorder that affects an estimated 10 to 
15 people per million. 

My desire to see my Oklahoma con-
stituents and all Americans receive the 
best possible health care is evidenced 
by my involvement in various health 
related issues. I have always been a 
champion of rural health care pro-
viders. In 1997, I was one of the few Re-
publicans to vote against the Balanced 
Budget Act because of its lack of sup-
port for rural hospitals. At that time, I 
made a commitment to not allow our 
rural hospitals to be closed and am 
pleased we finally addressed that im-
portant issue in the Medicare Mod-
ernization Act of 2003 by providing 
great benefits for rural health care pro-
viders as well as a voluntary prescrip-
tion drug benefit to seniors. In 2003, I 
also cosponsored the Health Care Ac-
cess and Rural Equity Act, to protect 
and preserve access of Medicare bene-
ficiaries to health care in rural regions. 

I am a strong advocate of medical li-
ability reform and am an original co-
sponsor of S. 11, the Patients First Act, 
to protect patients’ access to quality 
and affordable health care by reducing 
the effects of excessive liability costs. 
There are solutions to alleviate the 
burden placed on physicians and pa-
tients by excessive medical mal-
practice lawsuits, and I am committed 
to this vital reform. 
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I have also worked with officials 

from the Center for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services to expand access to life-
saving implantable cardiac defibril-
lators. I supported legislation to in-
crease the supply of pancreatic islet 
cells for research and co-sponsored a 
bill to take the abortion pill RU–486 off 
the market in the United States. 

I also introduced S. 96, the Flu Vac-
cine Incentive Act, to help prevent any 
future shortages in flu vaccines. My 
bill removes suffocating price controls 
from government purchasing of the flu 
vaccine while encouraging more com-
panies to enter the market. Also, my 
bill frees American companies to enter 
the flu vaccine industry by giving them 
an investment tax credit towards the 
construction of flu vaccine production 
facilities. 

Additionally, I have consistently co- 
sponsored yearly resolutions desig-
nating a day in October as National 
Mammography Day and a week in Au-
gust as National Health Center Week 
to raise awareness regarding both these 
issues. 

As the Federal Government invests 
in improving hospitals and healthcare 
initiatives, I have fought hard to en-
sure that Oklahoma gets its fair share. 
Specifically, over the past 3 years, I 
have helped to secure $5.2 million in 
funding for the Oklahoma Medical Re-
search Foundation, the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health planning 
initiative for a rural telemedicine sys-
tem, the INTEGRIS Healthcare Sys-
tem, the University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center, the Oklahoma 
Center for the Advancement of Science 
and Technology, St. Anthony’s Heart 
Hospital, the Hillcrest Healthcare Sys-
tem, and the Morton Health Center. 

I rise before the Senate to seek your 
help in raising awareness of Cushing’s 
Syndrome, which is an endocrine or 
hormonal disorder caused by prolonged 
exposure of the body’s tissue to high 
levels of the hormone cortisol. Though 
it can lead to death, Cushing’s Syn-
drome often goes undiagnosed or 
misdiagnosed because the initial symp-
toms are shared with a number of mild-
er ailments. These symptoms include, 
but are not limited to, abnormal 
weight gain, skin changes, fatigue, dia-
betes, high blood pressure, depression 
and osteoporosis. 

Cushing’s Syndrome can take a vari-
ety of forms. Normally, the hypo- 
thalamus, a part of the brain which is 
about the size of a small sugar cube, 
stimulates the pituitary gland, the ad-
renal glands, and then the kidneys 
which release cortisol into the blood-
stream. High levels of cortisol can re-
sult from overproducing cortisol or 
from taking glucocorticoid hormones, 
which are routinely prescribed for 
asthma, rheumatoid arthritis, lupus, 
and other inflammatory diseases. 

Doctors can detect Cushing’s Syn-
drome through a series of tests, often 

using x rays to examine adrenal or pi-
tuitary glands to locate tumors. How-
ever, since awareness of the syndrome 
is low, doctors do not always run these 
tests, and patients do not know to ask 
for them. Therefore, treatment often 
comes later than it should for victims 
of Cushing’s Syndrome. Potential 
treatments for Cushing’s Syndrome in-
clude surgery, radiation, chemo-
therapy, cortisol-inhibiting drugs, or 
reducing the dosage of glucocorticoid 
hormones. 

The need for heightened awareness of 
Cushing’s Syndrome was brought to 
my attention by constituents who suf-
fer from this dangerous disease. For 
the sake of these individuals and for 
the benefit of sufferers in your own 
State and around the Nation, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in this effort to 
raise awareness of Cushing’s Syn-
drome. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 423) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 423 

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome annually af-
fects an estimated 10 to 15 people per mil-
lion, most of whom are currently between 
the ages of 20 and 50; 

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome is an endo-
crine or hormonal disorder caused by pro-
longed exposure of the body’s tissue to high 
levels of the hormone cortisol; 

Whereas exposure to cortisol can occur by 
overproduction in the body or by taking 
glucocorticoid hormones, which are rou-
tinely prescribed for asthma, rheumatoid ar-
thritis, lupus, or as an immunosuppressant 
following transplantation; 

Whereas the syndrome may also result 
from pituitary adenomas, ectopic ACTH syn-
drome, adrenal tumors, and Familial Cush-
ing’s Syndrome; 

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome can cause ab-
normal weight gain, skin changes, and fa-
tigue and ultimately lead to diabetes, high 
blood pressure, depression, osteoporosis, and 
death; 

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome is diagnosed 
through a series of tests, often requiring x- 
ray examinations of adrenal or pituitary 
glands to locate tumors; 

Whereas many people who suffer from 
Cushing’s Syndrome are misdiagnosed or go 
undiagnosed for years because many of the 
symptoms are mirrored in milder diseases, 
thereby delaying important treatment op-
tions; 

Whereas treatments for Cushing’s Syn-
drome include surgery, radiation, chemo-
therapy, cortisol-inhibiting drugs, and reduc-
ing the dosage of glucocorticoid hormones; 

Whereas Cushing’s Syndrome was discov-
ered by Dr. Harvey Williams Cushing, who 
was born on April 8th, 1869; 

Whereas the Dr. Harvey Cushing stamp was 
part of the United States Postal Service’s 
‘‘Great American’’ series, initiated in 1980 to 
recognize individuals for making significant 

contributions to the heritage and culture of 
the United States; 

Whereas President Ronald Reagan spoke 
on April 8, 1987, in the Rose Garden at a 
White House ceremony to unveil the com-
memorative stamp honoring Dr. Harvey 
Cushing; 

Whereas following the ceremony, President 
Reagan hosted a reception in the State Din-
ing Room for Mrs. John Hay Whitney, Dr. 
Cushing’s daughter, and representatives of 
the American Association of Neurological 
Surgeons; and 

Whereas the Senate is an institution that 
can raise awareness in the general public and 
the medical community of Cushing’s Syn-
drome; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 8, 2006, as ‘‘National 

Cushing’s Syndrome Awareness Day’’; 
(2) recognizes that all Americans should 

become more informed and aware of Cush-
ing’s Syndrome; 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe the date with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities; and 

(4) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the 
Cushing’s Understanding, Support & Help Or-
ganization. 

f 

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO. 
109–9 
Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, as in 

executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the injunction of secrecy 
be removed from the following treaty, 
transmitted to the Senate on April 4, 
2006, by the President of the United 
States: 

Investment Treaty with Uruguay 
(Treaty Document No. 109–9). 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
the treaty be considered as having been 
read the first time, that it be referred 
with accompanying papers to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations in order to 
be printed, and that the President’s 
message be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The message of the President is as 
follows: 
To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice 
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Treaty 
between the United States and the Ori-
ental Republic of Uruguay Concerning 
the Encouragement and Reciprocal 
Protection of Investment, with An-
nexes and Protocol, signed at Mar del 
Plata, Argentina, on November 4, 2005. 
I transmit also, for the information of 
the Senate, the report prepared by the 
Department of State with respect to 
the Treaty. 

The Treaty is the first bilateral in-
vestment treaty (BIT) concluded since 
1999 and the first negotiated on the 
basis of a new U.S. model BIT text, 
which was completed in 2004. The new 
model text draws on long-standing U.S. 
BIT principles, our experience with 
Chapter 11 of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and the ex-
ecutive branch’s collaboration with the 
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