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seasons of 2002 and 2003, we had major 
die-offs of our State tree, the pinon. 
Scientists predict that this major die- 
off is only the prelude to life in a 
warmer future. Also, as seen in this 
picture, dramatic melting has already 
been seen in icecaps, glaciers and sea 
ice on both poles and in high mountain 
regions across the globe. Scientists are 
in almost unanimous agreement that 
these events are directly related to the 
build-up of carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere from the burning of fossil 
fuels. 

Mr. Speaker, last week the Honorable 
TOM PETRI and I introduced H.R. 5049, 
the Keep America Competitive Global 
Warming Policy Act. Our bill will help 
America curb our emissions and spur 
innovation to keep us in the global 
technological lead. The bill is an econ-
omy-wide, upstream, cap-and-trade 
policy that covers all greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

However, to provide some certainty 
to the economy, the bill provides for an 
unlimited number of additional safety 
valve allowances. These allowances 
will be sold by the Treasury Depart-
ment at a fixed and reasonable price, 
which will escalate over time. The es-
calation of the safety valve price is 
tied to the emissions-control activities 
of the five largest developing country 
greenhouse gas emitters. This will en-
sure that the rest of the world joins us 
in this effort. In that way, our policy 
will not put America at a global dis-
advantage. 

We know that there may be less 
emissions reduction with a safety valve 
than without one. However, the cost 
certainty and the modest starting up 
cost of the safety valve allowances pro-
vide assurance this policy will not re-
sult in undue economic harm. We be-
lieve it is better to have a policy that 
works slowly yet surely rather than 
one that might prove economically un-
workable. 

Many companies, including the larg-
est utility in my home State of New 
Mexico, have expressed the need for a 
safety valve in any mandatory green-
house gas emissions control legisla-
tion. 

While the safety valve and a cap-and- 
trade program are critical to the short- 
term success of curbing emissions, con-
servation, research and technology are 
some of the long-term solutions of 
global warming. Our bill creates an ad-
vanced research projects agency inside 
the Department of Energy. The goal of 
the E-ARPA is to explore the truly 
out-of-the-box, high-risk, high-payoff 
research that will be necessary if we 
are to get to a low or no carbon dioxide 
or greenhouse gas world. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that despite 
our best efforts some will probably be 
negatively impacted by this policy. 
That is why our legislation allocates 
allowances to those people, entities 
and localities that may incur disloca-
tions because of this legislation. 

Finally, we also set aside allowances 
for auction that will be used to ensure 
that the legislation is revenue neutral. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is modest, cer-
tain and efficient. It commits America 
to reducing its greenhouse gas emis-
sions by having emitters internalize 
the costs associated with global warm-
ing. This monumental step of putting a 
price on all greenhouse gases will sta-
bilize emissions and eventually reduce 
them and finally put the United States 
on the road towards curbing the effects 
of global warming. 

I urge my colleagues in the House to 
cosponsor this comprehensive and eco-
nomically rational legislation and help 
break the stalemate that exists on the 
global warming issue. 

f 

NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 31, 2006, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HONDA) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of National Public 
Health Week. Since 1995, national, 
State and local public health profes-
sionals highlight an important public 
health issue every April to raise aware-
ness about leading health problems af-
fecting our Nation. 

This year, the theme of National 
Public Health Week focuses on what is 
called the ‘‘built environment,’’ which 
refers to building healthy communities 
to protect and enhance our children’s 
life. 

The built environment is any infra-
structure with which children come in 
contact on a daily basis including 
homes, schools, parks, roads, walkways 
and businesses. 

Enhancements to the built environ-
ment include access to primary health 
services, regular physical activity, safe 
places to play, and safe routes to walk 
or bike to school, smoke-free commu-
nities and homes, and toxin-free 
schools. 

Health challenges include the quality 
of and access to schools and housing, 
economic opportunities, social capital, 
air and water, and opportunities for 
physical activity. 

As Chair of the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus, I am particu-
larly concerned about how the built en-
vironment affects communities of 
color, native communities, and linguis-
tically isolated communities. 

Members of these communities are 
more likely to live, work, and play in 
environments which have detrimental 
health effects, often vastly dispropor-
tionate to their percentage of the popu-
lation. 

For example, asthma is one of the 
major causes of illness and disability 
in the United States. Although asthma 
is only slightly more prevalent among 
minority children than among whites, 

it accounts for three times the number 
of deaths. 

Low socioeconomic status, exposure 
to urban environmental contaminants, 
and lack of access to medical care con-
tribute to the increase of deaths in mi-
nority communities. 

African Americans living in low-in-
come neighborhoods have particularly 
high rates of asthma, as do Native Ha-
waiians living in Hawaii. 

America must invest more resources 
and be more creative in order to elimi-
nate racial and ethnic health dispari-
ties. 

We need to provide access to health 
care for the 45 million uninsured, more 
than half of whom are racial and ethnic 
populations. 

We need to provide linguistically and 
culturally competent services, and we 
need to stop gutting the health care 
safety net. 

Neighborhoods and communities 
across the United States are segregated 
by race and socioeconomic status, 
which exacerbates the underlying so-
cial and economic inequities that per-
petuate health inequities. Without sig-
nificant investment in the built envi-
ronment for children and underserved 
communities, these health inequities 
will continue. 

I am pleased to see that the Amer-
ican Public Health Association, the 
leading public health organization in 
the United States, has been able to dis-
seminate the message about the inter-
connectedness between health and the 
built environment, and hope that this 
reality is integrated into the public 
health debate. 

I look forward to working with all 
those involved with National Public 
Health Week to ensure policies to pro-
mote all children’s health. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 55 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God of the Jewish-Christian 
scriptures, You call forth Your people 
to move out from blood-stained door-
ways into the wandering freedom of the 
desert, until they found a promised 
land. 
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