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Saddam Hussein, and it shows the 
progress being made in Iraq as the 
Iraqi people are finally able to seek 
justice through their legal system. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, on March 30 I was detained on 
official business at the installation and 
inauguration of the Prime Minister of 
Jamaica as part of the congressional 
delegation that was authorized by the 
Speaker and therefore I was not 
present on the following rollcall votes. 
Rollcall vote No. 75, the rule, if 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no,’’ H. 
Res. 742. 

Rollcall vote No. 76, the Pelosi reso-
lution, if present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on the motion to table. 

Rollcall vote No. 77, on the Gohmert 
amendment, if present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Rollcall vote No. 78, the Kennedy of 
Rhode Island amendment, if present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Rollcall vote No. 79, the King of Iowa 
amendment, if present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall vote No. 80, the Miller sub-
stitute, if present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

And on final passage, rollcall vote 
No. 81, if present, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING NCAA BASKET-
BALL CHAMPION FLORIDA 
GATORS 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late my University of Florida basket-
ball team for winning the first NCAA 
basketball championship for any col-
lege or university in the State of Flor-
ida. Go Gators. 

Last night the Gators finished their 
run of winning six games in the tour-
nament, winning by an average of 16 
point per game. 

The waltz was all blue and orange. 
The Final Four’s most outstanding 

player, Joakim Noah, certainly de-
serves the praise. He broke the title 
record with six blocked shots, in addi-
tion to 16 points, nine rebounds and 
three assists. He also owns the tour-
nament record of 29 blocks. 

Coach Billy Donovan deserves credit 
for building this team from scratch and 
teaching the players how to win and 
act like champions. On behalf of all of 
the people of Florida, I want to say, 
‘‘Go Gators.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORMAN BORLAUG 

(Mr. LEACH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, when all is 
said and done, what defines our coun-
try is the people who are the American 
family. 

In a world which today is rife with 
conflict, it is particularly appropriate 
to pause and give recognition to an in-
dividual who has dedicated his life to 
bringing hope and sustenance to the 
family of man. No one symbolizes a 
sense of common purpose and commu-
nity more than a native son of Iowa, 
Norman Borlaug. 

In the spring of 1941, the newly elect-
ed Vice President of the United States, 
another son of the Iowa soil, Henry 
Wallace, attended his first Cabinet 
meeting and suggested that the great-
est challenge of the era involved the 
need to develop higher yielding crops 
in the developing world. Franklin Roo-
sevelt’s preoccupation at the time was 
presumably on the war in Europe and 
the possibility that the United States 
would soon become engaged. Accord-
ingly, he suggested that Wallace, an 
agronomist credited with the develop-
ment of hybrid corn, contact principals 
of the Rockefeller Brothers Foundation 
in New York to see if they would be in-
terested in advancing such a project, 
initially in Mexico. They were and they 
did. The individual they selected to 
lead the initiative was Norman 
Borlaug, who three decades later re-
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize for pio-
neering leadership of the Green Revolu-
tion, the astonishing biogenetic ad-
vancement which saved the lives of 
millions on the planet. 

The Congress and the American peo-
ple have reason to suggest with pride 
that part of the American family is 
this gentle scientist from Cresco, Iowa. 
We honor him tonight and thank him 
for his service to humanity. 

f 

GATORS WIN IT ALL 

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, as a proud University of Flor-
ida alumnus who bleeds orange and 
blue, I too want to add my congratula-
tions to the Gator men’s basketball 
team on winning their first national 
championship last night. The Univer-
sity of Florida is renowned and has al-
ways excelled in academics, and has 
been noted for their accomplishments 
on the football field. Now we can add 
basketball to the list of accomplish-
ments. 

The Gator nation continues to make 
its mark and make her alumni and the 
Gator family proud. 

Mr. Speaker, I have only one addi-
tional thing to say and that is, 2 bits, 
4 bits, 6 bits, a dollar, all for the 
Gators, stand up and holler. Go Gators. 

HONORING NORMAN BORLAUG 
(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today also to honor Dr. 
Norman Borlaug, whose contributions 
have unquestionably made the world a 
better place. 

Dr. Borlaug grew up in Iowa, but 
earned his Ph.D. in 1942 at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in my home State. 
Go Gophers. 

In 1944 Dr. Borlaug participated in a 
project to boost wheat production that 
began in Mexico and spread to India, 
Pakistan and Africa. The project 
sparked the Green Revolution that lit-
erally saved millions, hundreds of mil-
lions of lives. 

In recognition for these efforts, Dr. 
Borlaug was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1970, the only person to have 
received the award in either the agri-
culture or food production fields. 

On behalf of all Minnesotans I would 
like to congratulate Dr. Borlaug on his 
distinguished career and remarkable 
contributions, and thank my good 
friend, TOM LATHAM of Iowa, for his 
leadership on this matter. 
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THE CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR 
DISASTER 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as the 
world prepares to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the Chernobyl nu-
clear disaster, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 703 recognizing the 
20th anniversary of the Chernobyl nu-
clear disaster and supporting continued 
efforts to control radiation and miti-
gate the adverse health consequences 
related to the Chernobyl nuclear power 
plant. 

The scope of the devastation that fol-
lowed that explosion was truly unprec-
edented. More than 600,000 emergency 
workers, liquidators, risked their lives 
putting out the reactor’s inferno that 
raged for 10 days while exposing them-
selves to extremely high and deadly 
doses of radiation. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people were forced to leave 
their homes because of radioactive con-
tamination. More than 5 million people 
in Ukraine, Belarus, and Western Rus-
sia found themselves coping with life 
in towns and villages contaminated by 
iodine and cesium. 

In the RECORD I will place a full 
statement regarding this resolution as 
well as support from the Children of 
Chernobyl Relief Fund and the 
Chernobyl Children’s Project Inter-
national for the incredible work that 
they continue to do two decades later 
in dealing with the devastation that 
still lives. 
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